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Introduction.
This supporting paper will be discussing a case study of a family facing adversities which is presently in a state of vulnerability. The main factors of the family being vulnerable will also be discussed. The impact of parental alcohol misuse on the children will be discussed. Furthermore, the intervention of the health and social services and the evaluation of the results will be explained. In this supporting paper, the policy and legislation on how the family would be supported will be explained. Recommendations will be given in this supporting paper in respect of the family. 
The main factors of the family being vulnerable are due to a history of anti-social behaviour and parental alcohol misuse. Vulnerability is when an individual is capable of being physically or emotionally wounded, or in a situation where someone is exposed to attack or damage. Children are vulnerable because they are unable to take care of themselves, hence, they are easily exposed to abuse or attack. (Webster, 2022)
Some children are more vulnerable than others because some of them have access to basic needs and protection, while others may not be able to have all the needs and protection due to neglect or they are being forced to live in a house that is unconducive for them. (GOV.UK, 2022)
Alcohol misuse is when an individual drinks excessive alcohol to the extent that it is harmful, or when a person is dependent on alcohol. The family was a victim of anti-social behaviour as well as the perpetrator on the estate they lived on. (NHS, 2021).

Having discussed the above factors of the family experiencing adversities, the impact of parental alcohol misuse on children will be explained. A household where there is parental substance misuse does not necessarily mean that a child will face abuse, but it makes it exceedingly difficult for alcohol misuse parents to meet the children’s needs and safe environment. There are a few impacts of parental alcohol misuse on children to be discussed. Neglect is one of the impacts. Parents who drink excessive alcohol find it difficult to stay organised and give their children continuous parental support. It is difficult for them to respond properly to their own physical needs as well as their children’s needs. Furthermore, it becomes difficult for them to pay for essential items such as bills, food, and clothing, especially if their income is being used on alcohol. Parents who misuse alcohol may become unconscious leaving their children to care for themselves without adults. (Aldgate et al, 2011).
Another impact of parental alcohol misuse on children is the impact on children’s brain development. Abuse and neglect can impair cognitive development in children such as impulse control or affect their function skills which are associated with learning and memory. (Shonkoff et al, 2011).
  
  

In addition, Parents who consume excessive amounts of alcohol may turn to crime to fund their alcohol habits which may expose their children to unreliable adults or involve them in criminal activities. Children whose parents misuse alcohol may be separated from their parents and taken into care for a brief period by the social services. (Brophy, 2006). Psychological effects may have other impacts on children. The children may be unable to attend school regularly which could lead to deficient performance. They may find it difficult to develop and maintain healthy relationships. The children could turn to alcohol as their parents. (Altobelli and Payne, 2014). 
Having explained the impacts of alcohol misuse on children, this supporting paper will discuss the process of intervention by health and social agencies and results of their work. After the referral of the family facing adversities by the local authority, an assessment framework was carried out based on the policy working together to safeguard children (2018). A child protection plan was put in place by the family unit to initiate support for the family. According to the case study, the assessment framework was based on the following elements, Parental capacity, Children developmental needs, and Family environmental factors. Parental capacity is when a parent is capable enough to meet the children’s needs such as basic care, safety, and stability. As stated in the case study, parental capacity was poor due to parental alcohol misuse. (Coley, 2003).
 Children developmental needs is also one of the elements which includes health, education, emotional and behavioural development, selfcare skills, and family and social relationships. Another element is the family environmental factors which includes housing, employment, income, community resources, and family history & functioning. (NSPCC, 2022).
Based on the intervention of the health and social agencies in this case study, the outcome of their work will be explained as follows, the family experiencing adversities was rehoused. There was a great reduction in the family’s anti-social behaviour, the children’s school attendance rose dramatically from sixty-five per cent to ninety- six per cent, which resulted in an excellent performance. Furthermore, the parent (Holly), was helped to leave a violent relationship, and became free from alcohol misuse. Holly parenting skills improved after she was supported by setting boundaries with the children. In addition, the children were no longer in a child protection plan, and they continue to enjoy their new home.
 As regards the outcome of the health and social agencies in this case study, the policy and legislation related to the case will also be discussed.   Working together Act 2018 is a guidance for multi-agency working together to safeguard vulnerable children. There was a great reduction in the family's anti-social behaviour. According to the children Act 1989, children should not be removed from their family. They were re-housed after the intervention of the family unit. (GOV.UK,1989).
Furthermore, the children Act 2004 states that children should be safeguarded and promote their welfare.  The children’s school attendance rose from sixty-five per cent to ninety-six per cent. Holly stopped alcohol misuse and the children were no longer in the child protection plan. The family continues to enjoy their new home.





In addition to Holly’s alcohol misuse, recommendations on how she should be assisted will be explained. According to the government statistics, about 33,000 people die in the Uk through alcohol related incidents. Approximately 1.4 million people are alcohol dependent. Based on the case study, Holly should be referred to Alcohol Rehabilitation Centre Uk. This is where regular alcohol counselling is offered. (NHS, 2022). Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) should also be recommended. This is a free self-help support group. Finally, the family should be provided with a comfortable environment to live in. According to Bronfenbrenner (1977) theory, the environment you grow up in affects every area of your life. (Renn, K.A, and Arnold, K.D, 2003)
In conclusion, the Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs (1954), states that family should be provided with physiological needs such as food, and clothing, Safety needs which includes jobs, and security for the family, and social needs, such as friendships, self-esteem, and self-actualisation. The intervention of the social services and policy for the family were extremely useful because it created access for the family being re-housed, and a reduction in the family’s anti-social behaviour. It improved the children’s school attendance from 65 per cent to 96 per cent. Furthermore, Holly was helped to leave a violent relationship, and she stopped alcohol misuse.  The children were no longer in a child protection plan, and they continued to enjoy their comfortable new home.
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WHO IS VULNERABLE?
· Children are vulnerable because they are unable to take care of themselves. This make them easily expose to abuse and more likely to be attack.
· Some children are more vulnerable than others. Most  children have all their basic needs and protection while others may not be in a position of getting their needs or being protected because of the children being  neglected by the alcohol misuse parent or children being forced to live in a house that is dangerous for them. (GOV.UK, 2022)
PARENTAL SUBSTANCE MISUSE
· The main factor of the family experiencing adversity was emotional abuse and neglect due to parental alcohol misuse. 
· Alcohol misuse: Alcohol misuse is when an individual drinks in a way that may be harmful to them or when they are dependent on alcohol. (NHS, 2022)
THE IMPACT OF PARENTAL ALCOHOL MISUSE ON CHILDREN
· Abuse and Neglect: Parents who drink excessive alcohol find it difficult to stay organised and give their children parental support.(Cleaver et al, 2011)
· Unresponsive to their children's needs.
· Psychological Effects: The children may turn to alcohol as their parent. 
· Unable to attend school regularly which may result in poor performance.
· Emotional and Physical Abuse: Parent may inhabit unpredictable behaviour towards their children. 
· Criminal Activity: Parent may engage in criminal activity to fund their alcohol habits which could expose the children to unsafe adult or introduce them to criminal activity. 
· Difficult to control their emotions which may lead to physical abuse. (Kroll and Taylor, 2003)
THE PROCESS OF INTERVENTION BY HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE
After the family was referred to the family unit by the local authority, an assessment was carried out and a protection plan was put in place by the family unit to support the family. According to the case study, the assessment was based on Parental Capacity  which includes basic care, safety, and stability.
· Children developmental needs which are education, health, emotional & behavioural development and family and social relationships.
· Family environmental factors includes housing, employment, income, community resources and family history & functioning. (NSPCC, 2022).
RESULTS AFTER THE INTERVENTION
· Based on the intervention of the family unit in this case study, there was a great reduction in the family's anti-social behaviour.
· The family was rehoused
· The children's school attendance raised dramatically to 96 percent.
· The parent (Holly) was helped to leave a violent relationship.
· Holly became free from alcohol misuse.
· The children were free from a child protection plan.
· The family continue to enjoy their new home.
THE POLICY AND LEGISLATION RELATED TO THE CASE
· Working together Act 2018:  This is a guidance for multi-agency working together to safeguard the vulnerable children. There  was a great decrease in the family's anti-social behaviour.
· The Children Act 1989: According to the Children Act 1989, children should not be removed from their family. The family was re-housed after the intervention of the family unit. (Gov.uk, 1989)
· The Children Act 2004:  States that children should be safeguarded and promote their welfare. The children's school  attendance increased from 65 per cent to 96 per cent and they continue to enjoy their new home. Holly stopped her alcohol misuse. The children were no longer subject to child protection plan.

RECOMMENDATIONS
According to the government statistics, about 33,000 people die in the Uk through alcohol related incidents. Approximately 1.4 million people are alcohol dependent. Based on the case study, Holly should be referred to-
· Alcohol Rehabilitation Centre Uk. This is where regular alcohol counselling is offered. (NHS, 2022)
· Alcoholics Anonymous (AA). Is a free self-help with support groups.
· Suitable environment for the family. The family should be provided with a comfortable environment to live in. According to Bronfenbrenner( 1977) theory, the environment you grow up affects every area of your life. (Renn, K.A, and  Arnold ,K.D. (2003)
CONCLUSION
According to Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs (1954), family should be provided with physiological needs such as food, and clothing,  Safety Needs which includes providing jobs and security for the family, and Social Needs such as friendships, self-esteem, and self-actualisation. The intervention of the social services and policy for the family were very useful because it created  access for the family be re-housed, and reduction in the family's anti-social behaviour. It also improved the children's school attendance from 65 per cent to 96 per cent. Furthermore, Holly was helped to leave a violent relationship. She also stopped alcohol misuse, and the children were taken off from a child protection plan. The family now continues to enjoy their comfortable new home.   
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INTRODUCTION

This presentation will be discussing a case study of a family of four, Holly, Sarah, Mark, and
Kylie experiencing adversities which is currently in a state of vulnerability. The main factor of
this family being vulnerable are due to long history of domestic violence and parental alcohol

misuse. The family was a victim of anti-social behaviour as well as the perpetrator in the estate -
they live. Policy and legislation as regard the children and family will be part of this

presentation. Furthermore, this presentation will also discuss the impact of alcohol misuse on

the children. The intervention of the social services and the results of their work will be
discussed.

VULNERABILITY AND FAMILY FACING ADVERSITY.

* Vulnerability- Is when an individual is capable of being physically or emotionally wounded
or a situation where someone is exposed to attack or damage. (Webster, 2022)
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