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[bookmark: _GoBack]Ways of thinking – Semiotics 
An introduction to semiotics 
Semiotics are used in design to communicate meaning and help your audience interpret
 information using different techniques, symbols, and signs. It can be a powerful and
 memorable way to inform your audience. Semiotics decompose and analyse interpretation. They
 can control the way we read a piece of artwork or design. (Storkerson, 2010) 
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(Guinness Advert)
I selected the image above because of its strong way of communicating with the audience from its
 use of semiotics. The advert is for Guinness beer and creatively encourages people to put down
 their phones. The phones have been put together to create a symbol which is a glass of Guinness.
 This is a powerful way of advertising the product with meaning behind the photo, it makes you
 stop and think when you see it. This is an iconic sign as it looks like what it is supposed to be
 representing which is the glass of Guinness. The sign is the signifier and the signified, in this case
 the meaning that is intended and the physical thing being the phones. There are different
 structures that can be composed of these elements. (Hébert, 1961)

In the background of the image there are two men with their backs turned away from the
 audience. This has connotations with being unsociable and links with the message behind the
 overall advert of putting our phones down and socialising in spaces like pubs/bars. Although it is
 not the main feature or hierarchy of the piece could it be a subtle way of threading more 
meaning through the advert making it more powerful? 

The eeriness of the image and dull colour can set a serious mood to the advert. This could link to
 the original and more prominent sign of putting our phones down. The reason I have linked
 this with severity is because many of us are addicted to our phones. ‘Addiction’ has connotation
 to serious habits and can be a very dark and dull place for some people. This can cause us
 to take the poster seriously, listen to what it is telling us and act. That is what strong
 advert should do, persuade us to do what it is telling us. Therefore, I was so drawn to this image
 and its power to persuade and send a message/meaning through to the viewer.

The semiotic analysis I have made on this image has strengthened my understanding of the
 Advert. Delving deeper into the smaller messages and overall meaning behind the image has
 allowed me to pull out some interesting details. I can bring this into my own work and think 
about how I can feed meaning through to my target audience. How I can I be more clever about 
my choices to make my work more engaging and influential in the future? Now I can refer to this 
to help my query. 
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Manifesto 

1. We are all equals 

2. At declining health (if able to) we should have a say in our fate

3. You do not need others to believe in you or your ideas to become successful 

4. Money gives opportunities, opportunities give happiness 

5. We all individually change the world; it is up to us how big that impact is

6. Graffiti is art not vandalism 

7. We are all liable to reduce our own carbon footprint

8. Putting yourself before others should not connotate with selfishness or negativity

We are all equals. No matter what background we come from, race, religion, ethnicity,
 financial state etc. We should not be denied opportunities over things that are not in our control
 or are judged by our class in society. We should not be compared to others but should be valued
 for our differences, uniqueness, and quirks we hold as individuals. Individuality should be
 celebrated. Not some but all people from all corners should be valued. Categories should not be
 favourited. My influence on this opinion has come from the Communist movement. “The
 communist manifesto gives us a vision of society split into two hostile classes of exploiters and
 exploited, oppressors and oppressed” (Marx and Dean, 2017, p.21)




Graffiti is art not vandalism. Graffiti adds art to nature and outdoor surroundings. It is
 a creative process. The colour has been chosen for a reason and the placement has been chosen
 for a reason. It takes skill and technique. Some are intricate and well thought out, some are not.
 So are paintings. Graffiti is art. My influence for this started with my love for the city, Bristol. It 
holds so much amazing graffiti by many amazing artists, it covers the majority of surroundings 
when you enter. With Banksy being one of my favourite artists, it excites me to see his famous 
pieces that are known and loved worldwide. He is one of the most interesting artists out
 there and his meaning and messages are unbeatable. The word graffiti has come from the term
 ‘sgraffito’ meaning scratching or writing and has always been attached to the idea of
 vandalism. (Ulrich, 2016, p.43) I believe the skill should be appreciated and its intricacies should
 be noticed before writing it off as vandalism. 

At declining health (if able to) we should have a say in our fate. If our bodies have been put
 through a lot of traumas from medical help, we should be able to decide that we have
 experienced enough help and no longer wish to continue. Especially at an elderly age, our bodies
 can only take so much, if we believe it would be more peaceful for ourselves to stop receiving medical help and let our bodies run its course then so be it. My opinion on this has been
 influenced by a family member who was unwell and put through a lot of medical traumas due to
 a serious and substantial heart attack. He has been in hospital for an extended period
 undertaking a lot of medical help, this has exhausted him and his body and if he is able to leave
 hospital his life will never be the same again. He wishes to feel peaceful and stop the medical
 treatment and I believe decisions like this should be respected. 
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Reflecting 
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I completed this work during My GCSCE Art and Design. Even though it was completed quite a
 while ago I thought it would be good to look back on it and see what I would change. I have learnt
 a lot since then and I would like to apply this knowledge to my reflection. We were able to choose
 what we wanted, I decided to do portraits. I wanted to show a lot of emotion through my art
 and use an unrefined technique with the paint. 

It was completed during lesson, and it was timed which added pressure. We had our own space
 but there were lots of other students completing different tasks around you. You had to be very
 space and time aware. This caused me to rush my first image, but I managed to stick to my plan
 and complete both faces in the time given. 





The image on the top left did not go how I would have liked it to, I planned to use lots of
 strange colours to make it more abstract, but it did not pay off. The green colours as contours did
 not work and looked more like mud or dirt on the face. I would have liked it to compliment the
 blue background and subtly suit the tones in the skin but it did not Next time I would be more
 aware that using a colour like that is a risk and you should ensure its going to work. That is when I
 decided to play it safe for the second image, I feel this one turned out a lot better than the first.
 The highlights work well, and the background adds texture. The facial features are not true to
 the image. To learn from this, I will construct a grid to ensure the proportions are correct.

By making these changes my outcome would have been a lot better and more pleasing to the eye.
 The texture of the paint and highlights on the skin impacted the painting by making it look more
 realistic and therefore I preferred this image. However, in the future I would resolve my issues by
 planning more thoroughly, especially my use of colour. The paintings still impact me today as I
 experimented with art, acrylic paint, and oil pastels at the time. I was really enjoying it and it is a
 nice reminder to me how much I like to paint and be creative. This is encouraging me to start
 painting again in my spare time and use my reflective analysis to create better work and learn
 from what I have done before. I can use what I now know and apply it to future work especially
 when I use paint and study portraits. I would like to recreate similar pieces and see if I am able to
 reach the abstract look, I was originally going for at the start. I am more confident with shades
 and contours now so maybe I would make it work with my current skills and knowledge. 
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