Sinead Cherrington
Education Reform Act 1988

Introduction
The Education Reform Act 1988 is one of the acts that has had the most impact on education. 1988 Act is seen as the most vital educational legislation in Wales, England and Northern Ireland since the 1944 Education Act (Childs, 2013). The act was neoliberal political system of the free market, and the neoconservative wish for a little, solid state (Gray, 2007)
Wallace (2009) states that the Education Reform Act 1988 is a ‘major millstone’. It introduced the importance to indorse social, ethical, and religious development in students. Also, it started giving responsibility of school finance to the schools instead of the local authorities and introduced the concept of grant-maintained schools. The Act demonstrates two crucial ideas which were to persist across education policy for the following two decades: the decline of local authority power over educational funding, policy, and practice, and the introduction of market values into educational provision. Adding to that, the Act established the concept of a National Curriculum for Wales, England and Northern Ireland (Stem Learning, 1990). The National Curriculum had core subjects that were taught to all students, these were: ‘English, science, mathematics, and religious education’ (Wallace, 2009). As well as the core subjects there was six foundation subjects which were: ‘History, Geography, Technology, Art and Physical Education’ plus a foreign language and in Welsh-speaking areas of Wales, schools had to teach Welsh (Sassoon, 2018). Furthermore, key stages were introduced which provided targets of what skills, knowledge and understanding students were supposed to be achieving by the end of each key stage. The Act created assessments to be done towards the end of each key stage in order to see whether the children were reaching the targets set out. Summative assessments were done along with teachers’ own assessments; and these took the form of standard assessment tasks that are known as SATs, or external qualifications like GCSEs. Airasian and Gregory (1997) explain that the SATs were to be administered each year to all pupils aged 7, 11, 14 and 16. Having these assessments are a good way to see how much a student has improved, who is understanding each subject and the pupils who need extra help to reach the targets. In addition, National Curriculum Councils for Wales and England was made so that they could write the content of the curriculum (Stem Learning, 1990). 
Involvement in the Education Reform Act 1988
The Education Reform Act 1988 was brought in by the British government and its intensions was to revise the nature of education in Wales and England (Airasian and Gregory, 1997). Sassoon (2018) states that the development of the Act started early 1980s under Margaret Thatcher’s government. A lot of people saw the Reform Act as an attack, indirectly by Thatcher, on the core values of state education and local authorities (Childs, 2013). Ribbins and Sherratt (2012) say that David Hancock had a significant part in shaping and executing the Education Reform Act 1988. Hancock worked in the Treasury and Department of Education and Science. Childs (2013) explains the reason that Hancock was an important part was because he gathered a suspicious department fully behind Kenneth Baker's programme, the way he prepared the legislation for approval through Parliament was vital to the success of this act, along with his support for what the act was attempting to achieve. Geoff Whitty demonstrates how the Education Reform Act was made on Conservative criticisms of post-war education policy which then led to a mixture of policies some being the delegation of supply management responsibilities to schools with a concentration on National Curriculum, associated testing and supervising rules and a system of school inspection (Strain and Simkins, 2008). From 1997 New Labour was elected and they continued with the Conservatives legacy. Strain and Simkins (2008, p. 156) states how New Labour supported the market and central steerage and Labour introduced privatisation of schools in order to get them to act more like businesses, this made chances for ‘consultants and other providers of expert services outside education, from school meals to professional development programmes’.
Achievement of the Education Reform Act 1988

Powell and Edwards (2005, p.98) say the key features of the Act were:
· ‘It gave parents more choice and control over their children’s education 
· It increased the power of central government as it relates to education 
· It imposed a centrally directed national curriculum 
· It introduced a national programme of assessment for children at 7.11,14 and 16 
· It eroded the power of Local Education Authorities (LEAs) with the introduction of local management of schools 
· It constructed a new category of grant – maintained schools financed directly by central government 
· It paved the way for fundamental administrative and financial changes in HE and FE’.
From this it’s clear that the Act achieved quite a bit, in 1989 School Management Task Force was assigned by the government that established the agenda for school management development (Bush, 2013). Strain (2009) explains that due to teacher training improvements, teachers’ skills and knowledge significantly increased. Also, there was a greater understanding of the ‘roles, responsibilities and required standards’ of a teacher. Mentoring schemes for new headteachers was formed and National Professional Qualification for Headship was made for aspiring head teachers (Bush, 2013). The Act made comparing different schools easier because of the league table which was introduced showing what schools were getting the best examination results (Gray, 2007). Adding to that, in 1993 Office for Standards in Education (OFSTED) introduced school inspections which enabled failing schools to be identified (Powell and Edwards, 2005). Furthermore, the planning and the assessment methods were affected. Gray (2007) states how the National Curriculum specified the subjects to which students in state-maintained schools would now study which had core and foundation subjects and many independent schools decided to follow this framework. In addition, two more kinds of schools were created, Grant Maintained School and City Technology College this was done to make British education further diverse. Grant Maintained schools are self-governing meaning that it’s up to them about employment of staff, their curriculum, providing of goods and services and how students are chosen for entry. The Conservative party backed the development of these schools, as they believed it allow those schools to specialise in particular areas giving parents a broader choice of schools (Sociology Stuff, 2016). 
The Education Reform Act continued with the progression of introducing the values of business management systems to further education (Reeves, 1993). Filippakou, Salter and Tapper (2010) explain how The Act replaced University Grants Committee with funding council model of governance. Adding to that, the Act put the Universities Funding Council and the Polytechnics and Colleges Funding Council in government control. In 1987 in the seminal report, Managing Colleges Efficiently which greatly affected the DES in getting the ‘Circular 9/88 on planning, schemes of delegation, and the new articles of government, required under the provision of the 1988 Act’  (Reeves, 1993 p. 262). Managing Colleges Efficiently encouraged colleges to verify their objectives, implement appropriate indicators of their effectiveness in relation to achievements of the objectives and connect data from the indictors with judgments on resource allocation. One of the obligations from the new dispensation was equal chance for ethnic and racial minorities as a key organisation aim (Reeves, 1993). Reeves (1993) states that the direct impact of the Education Reform Act on further education was: to classify further education, bring in systems for planning and financial delegation, provide colleges with more control over the employment and discharge of staff and to adjust the structures and role of college governing bodies.   
Wyse, McCreery and Torrance (2008) looked at the Primary Assessment Curriculum and Experience (PACE) project 1989-1997. The PACE project observed the outcome of the Act on primary schools. The project was split into three parts which was October 1989 - December 1992, January 1993 – December 1994 and January 1995 – August 1997. The 1989-1992 project concentrated on key stage 1 as the Act effected this key stage first. The study involved ‘observations, questionnaires and interviews with 48 headteachers, 102 teachers and 54 pupils, in 48 schools across eight Local Education Authorities’ (Wyse, McCreery and Torrance, 2008, p.4). There was reports from teachers that the way they taught, and classroom practice had to alter. By 1992 teacher had more of a direct control over student work and organisation in the class, higher teacher direction over student activity, and more whole class teaching with grouping by capability of the students. Interviews with students indicated a higher preference for subjects that offered interest, success and fun. It was found that pupils didn’t like subjects that they found hard or included a long period of sitting, listening or writing (Wyse, McCreery and Torrance, 2008).
[bookmark: _GoBack]The second part continued with the pupils from Key Stage 1 into KS2, but a few children changed as they moved schools, with mainly the same group of head teachers however, a separate sample of teachers. By 1997 there was more time dedicated to science, technology and ICT. Adding to that, there was further detailed   subject teaching and classification and most teachers were happy with this change (Wyse, McCreery and Torrance, 2008).
Furthermore, in 1992 PE lessons were made statutory. A Dearing report and the finished copy of the 'revised' NCPE by the Department for Education was realised which helped teachers have a clearer understanding of what PE in primary schools was supposed to be like (Evans and Penney, 1996). In a study done by Evans and Penney, they found that some teachers thought that the NCPE documents provided extra emphasis and importance for PE and it enhanced knowledge of the variety of activities to be taught and given assessment standards (Evans and Penney, 1996).
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