In reference to the research from Norodahl and Johannesson (2013), In a several European countries, such as Iceland, it is believed that outdoor play throughout a childs development can be very beneficial. There has been a vast amount of research this subject and the benefits that this has on the childs development. In curriculum guidelines, it is advised that they use the natural outdoors as a learning environment, as it is known that this will encourage the children to enjoy nature and exercise more, encouraging a healthier lifestyle.
Promoting the natural environment has happened for an extensive amount of time in Iceland. Children aged from 1 to 6 are encouraged to play outside on a regular basis. Whereas school aged children, between the ages of 6 to 16, have set times during school hours to have a break from their studies and to interact with other students. Depending on the school’s guidelines and the teachers understanding and abilities will correlate with how children learn outside and how often. But in Reyjkavik, the capital of Iceland, 70% of schools say that they do outside education on a regular basis. There are also signs in Iceland that teachers using the natural environment is becoming more common. (Oladottir, 2008).

2a) This essay will be about forest schools. Murray and O’Brien (2006) has defined Forest School as: ‘it is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem though hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment”. O’Brien and Murray (2006) believe that due to the development of technology and increased fears of the potential dangers, children have been spending less time outside in woodland areas and parks. There has also been research to suggest that the less time you spend outdoors as a child, this will correlate to adulthood. This has caused some concern as this means they will miss out on the potential physical and emotional benefits of access to nature. Aspinall, Bell et al (2004) say learning outdoors is very different to learning in a classroom environment and the welsh government are encouraging teacher take part in “forest school” especially in the foundation phase.
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 If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of _________? Why is it important that students avoid this?  
 If you fail to acknowledge the source of information in academic writing you should be accused of plagiarism and unfair practice. It is important for students to avoid this is taken very seriously and it can have serious affect on your studies and your career. This is because you can automatically fail your degree and also you can be stripped of your degree if you have already acquired it. In worst case scenarios you can also be sued under breach of copy write laws and can even serve a prison sentence.
 
 You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True or False? Explain your answer.  
This is false. You also need to reference when paraphrasing. This is to show where you have taken ideas from, to avoid plagiarism and unfair practice.
 
 Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. Explain, with reasons, whether you believe this statement is true or false.
Wikipedia is not the a good place to search for information for academic assignments as anyone can write on Wikipedia about anything. So this means the source isn’t necessarily reliable and the information could be false with no research or fact in it.  Even the websites founder, Jimmy Wales, has said not to use Wikipedia for academic purposes.
  Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation. 
When using a very long quotation this is the same as when using a short quotation. You start by writing the authors last name followed by the fist initial of their forename. This list the authors names in alphabetical order. If there are more than two authors put ‘et all’ and then write all of the authors on your referencing page. Then, in brackets, write the year quotation was said or published and then what was said. (For example: Leadbeater, R. and Rodgers, A., et al, (2003) stated that “Quoted text”) 
  Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study. 
To conduct research for an academic assignment, firstly would outline what I wanted to research or what could be helpful, I would then start by using a search engine on the internet to see if I could find some relevant information about the subject from a reliable source, for example from journals, from an academic paper or from research done on the subject. From this you could look at the referencing list or the bibliography to see where they got this information. I would then research the books to see how relevant they are to the subject I am researching and then potentially acquire the books and read them. I would also search for books that could be useful then go to the library to find the books, to research further and take notes.  If the assignment was about an event, you could look for newspaper articles to help give you information and an insight. You could also find documentaries you could watch. 
This essay is a critical response of the article by Niamh McIntyre and Sally Weale (2018), called “Special needs pupils being failed by system ‘on verge of crisis’.” This article talks about children with additional learning needs being failed by local councils failing to deliver on their legal duties. The increase in the amount of families with children with additional learning needs that are taking the council to a tribunal and 89% of cases have concluded that the council are delaying children with additional learning needs access to education. The article is a informative article based on research and facts. 
The key argument in this article is that due to funding issues and increased pressure as Mcintyre and Weal (2018) say “Councils, suffering from years of budget cuts, warn the current system is “unsustainable”. The Association of Directors of Children’s Services (ADCS) said 68 out of 85 local authorities who responded to a survey reported an overspend on their high needs budget in 2016-17 totalling £139.5m.”
The authors intentions in the text is to inform the reader of the crisis that councils are having due to funding cuts and the increased pressure and how children with special educational needs and disabilities are being affected as a result of this. The authors have used short paragraphs with lots of statistics to help persuade the reader of the crisis and how much this needs to change and has made it easy to read to keep the reader interested. Also using a chart for a visual to show the tribunal statistics and this really emphasizes the authors point. The evidence used was very relevant and consistent to emphasize how much the funding needs to change to stop failing children with special needs and disabilities 
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