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ECAD6009/7003 – Part A: Understanding how the learner, the school and the local community work together to
deliver one of the four purposes of the new curriculum
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Slide 1: 
Hi, I'm Chelsea Parkhouse-Kingsbury, and this video will explore how learners, schools, and local communities collaborate to achieve a key goal of the new curriculum.
Slide 2: 	
Brief outline of the context of the school;
To give a brief background the placement school was a Welsh Medium primary school based in the Merthyr Tydfil Borough. There are currently 302 pupils which includes the Nursery Department, there are currently 13.5% of pupils on the Additional Learning Needs (ALN), 6.9% of pupils from different ethnic backgrounds, (Welsh Government, 2024). The school is in a deprived area where there are not many Welsh speaking families, although some pupils have Welsh speaking parents this is few and far between. It was recorded that in the 2021 census there were only 8.9% Welsh Speakers in Merthyr Tydfil County, (Office for National Statistics, 2023).
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Mention the four purposes of the curriculum;
The curriculum for Wales is rooted in four fundamental purposes:
Ambitious, Capable Learners: Foster a love for learning, critical thinking, and adaptability throughout life. Enterprising, Creative Contributors: Encourage creativity, problem-solving, and innovation to prepare individuals for active participation in various spheres of life. Ethical, Informed Citizens: Promote critical thinking, civic responsibility, and cultural awareness to empower individuals to engage as responsible citizens globally. Healthy, Confident Individuals: Focus on holistic well-being, including physical, mental, and emotional health, to enable individuals to lead fulfilling lives and contribute positively to society, (Welsh Government, 2022).
Within this presentation I will focus on the Ethical, Informed Citizens purpose.
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What is the school’s focus? 
The school focus within the Ethical, informed citizens is to create a community where parents and learners are aware of the cultures and religions that are within the school. Enabling learners to gain a deeper understanding of respecting others regarding their cultures and beliefs. This is reflected within the rights of the child and Article 14, freedom of thought, belief and religion; Children have the right to freedom of belief and religion, as long as it doesn't harm others' rights. Governments must respect parents' role in guiding their children's development, (UNCIEF, 1989).
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Factors 
There are two main factors that school identified to support the purpose of ethical, informed citizens.
Relationships and Sexuality and Education (RSE)
They undertook their own research into different documents within how they can implement Relationship and Sexuality Education (RSE). In order to support learners understanding of the world around them specifically the cultures and religions of Wales. The (Welsh Government, 2021), set out the RSE code of practice which contains themes and matters that is encompassed within the area of learning. Of which all schools must introduce within their learning and teaching practices as this supports the development of pupils becoming Ethical, Informed Citizens of Wales. 
This is reinforced by Wales Humanists Coordinator Kathy Riddick who stated: ‘All the best evidence shows that high-quality, age-appropriate RSE leads to the best outcomes for children in terms of protecting children from abuse, improving sexual health, reducing teenage pregnancy, challenging gender stereotypes, educating about consent, and tackling homophobic and transphobic bullying, (Humanists UK, 2022). 
Slide: 6
Diversity 
The school's emphasis on diversity stems from the rich culture seen within the school, encompassing various faiths such as Islam, Christianity, Hinduism, and Jehovah's Witnesses. This diversity fosters a dynamic learning environment where children from diverse backgrounds come together for a truly inclusive educational experience. The (Welsh Government, 2024), emphasizes the importance of diversity in education stressing the need for learners to develop empathy, challenge stereotypes, and understand different perspectives. 
Wales is becoming a more cultural country especially with the growth of languages and different cultures. It was recorded by the (Welsh Government, 2023), that there approximately 102 spoken languages in Wales, the four most spoken languages were English, Welsh, Polish and Arabic. This is also reflected within the school as there a few children who have a third language of Arabic and Bengali. 
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What are they doing? 
The school have implemented a development plan for the RSE curriculum, the leadership decided on this approach in order to support their staff as they have a clear picture of what they need to do and when. Especially as the framework is fairly new within the curriculum. 
In order to ensure this plan is effective the school decided that those teachers covering PPA, will be in charge of planning and conducting lessons on RSE. Supporting learners in developing their cultural knowledge. 
They have also created a timeline of key religious festivals that the school will celebrate and that teachers will share a short video with parents on what their children have learnt regarding the particular event. One particular event that was shared was Diwali, as children learnt a traditional dance, got their hands painted and learnt about why Diwali is celebrated. 
In order to celebrate ‘World Religion Day’, the teachers in charge of RSE, planned for communities from different religions to come into the school and talk with the children. The aim was for children to see different religions and talk with the people from within their curriculum without teacher led support. Children were able to express and discuss their views and ask questions they wanted to ask without feeling judged. 
The ideas of the setting can be reflected within the ideas of Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological Model of Child Development (1979). 
Bronfenbrenner’s (1979) theory highlighted the interaction and impact that certain factors can have on a child development and overall wellbeing when combined, (Welsh Government, NEST, 2023). As you can see his framework is formed of five different factors:
1. Microsystem: the immediate factors of the child.
1. Mesosystem: 
1. Ecosystem: The local governments; policies and curriculum surrounding the child within their education.
1. Macrosystem: Social Norms
1. Chronosystem: 
Bronfenbrenner's Bio-ecological Theory aids the settings guidelines for policy and practice. As it highlights factors crucial for nurturing students' sense of belonging to a school community. Consequently, the theory guides schools in prioritizing factors to effectively support students' development of school belonging. (Zaatari & Maalouf, 2022).
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How it is going
The feedback from the community surrounding coming into the school was very positive ‘the children were very intrigued and wanted to listen to what we were saying about our religion’. They also commented saying they were looking forward to coming back to the school again and that it was nice to share their views with other people within different communities. 
There is a sense within the school that children are inspired about the lessons they have had surrounding the different cultures. 
Feedback from parents from those cultural backgrounds celebrated have thanked staff for making them feel included within their curriculum.
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What could be improved? How?
In accordance to what has already been implemented I believe that involving parents more within RSE will support the school within the area of ethical, informed citizens. Education Endowment Foundation (2021), state that delivering parental engagement in schools can help address educational disadvantages by supporting parents to assist their children's learning and self-regulation, including specific skills like reading. However, there's a risk of widening attainment gaps if only affluent parents access these opportunities. It's essential to ensure parental engagement strategies are inclusive of all parents. Through the setting including parents in with the religious day event enables parents to learn about the other cultures and then they can support their children in understanding that it is okay to have different beliefs. 
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Conclusion
To summarise it is evident that the school is enabling children to become ethical, informed citizens through developing how RSE is taught within the curriculum. It also is attempting to bring in the community within their focus however it is seen to be early days for this, and more work is needed in bringing more of the community in to the setting. 
I have learnt that ensuring children are aware of different cultures and religions is extremely important to their learning. Especially regarding Bronfenbrenner theory of how factors around children impact their development and overall wellbeing.
Regarding my future practice I will ensure that I consider all factors within Bronfenbrenner theory into my own pedagogical approach. Ensuring I consider how I include others into learning and create an inclusive environment. 
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