EBD Assignment – 2

Crime reduction theories

The level of crime in the UK has been stable throughout the last decade as described by ONS (2020) however, it is estimated there has been a 9% reduction in crime in the year ending March 2020. With significant falls in theft and criminal damage. Crime reduction is always a priority of many police services across the UK such as local police service Dyfed Powys Police (2017) who state one of their main priorities as reducing crime.
There are many different theories and methods used to reduce crime in the UK each with their own application issues and results. Using the College of policing Crime reduction toolkit there are many different methods and theories to evaluate.
Such as, increasing the amount of CCTV cameras being used in the public. According to the College of Policing (2015) using CCTV can reduce crime rates and are also easy to use and relatively cheap to use. CCTV can be used to locate suspects, Aid crime prevention and can also be used in crime control. There is evidence of CCTV working to reduce crime and catch criminals for example as shown by Wales Online (2018) there were 46 new CCTV cameras installed across Llanelli, Carmarthen and Ammanford in July 2018. As a result, almost one year later the CCTV cameras in Ammanford were vital in an assault case as suggested by South Wales Guardian (2019) the new high-tech cameras were used to identify the suspects of the assault and as a result they were arrested with one suspect being sentenced to 14 months imprisonment for ABH. This example shows how CCTV can be extremely helpful in reducing crime by identifying suspects and getting them off the streets. However, there are criticisms of CCTV such as loss of privacy and the paranoia of knowing a person is being constantly monitored. The Guardian (2015) suggests the public’s perception of CCTV is underplayed and they must wake up to its risks this is agreed upon by Tony Porter the surveillance commissioner at the time of the article who believes the lack of public awareness is troubling he also believes police using body worn cameras can be counterproductive and make the public reluctant to speak to them.
The effectiveness of CCTV is high as shown by college of policing (2015) for every 100 crimes and average of 16 crimes were prevented. However, despite the example above it is suggested that CCTV is most effective in preventing vehicle crimes such as thefts. If application of this theory is done well it has the potential to be a very successful crime reduction method.

Another crime reduction method like CCTV is speed cameras designed to reduce drivers exceeding the speed limit and reduce collisions. Speed cameras work by taking a photo of any vehicle exceeding the limit the driver of the vehicle can then be found using the number plate of the vehicle by finding the registered owner. There are many punishments for speeding depending on how fast the suspect was driving. GOV (2021) the minimum punishment for speeding is to attend a speed awareness course to educate drivers on the dangers of speeding this is paid for by the offender costing £100. This punishment does not count as a conviction to insures so is effectively a slap on the wrist however an offender can be disqualified from driving if they persistently get caught speeding furthermore if an offender does get disqualified for more than 56 days, they will have to retake the DVLA driving test. As shown by College of Policing (2017) speed cameras have been very effective in reducing crime rates with the reductions in vehicles exceeding the speed limit by 52% and reduced number of collisions by 19% effectively saving lives. Speed cameras are a deterrent to drivers. As with everything there are criticisms to speed cameras as described by The Conversation (2017) the minimum punishment for speeding is £100 fine and as there are around 800 000 drivers caught speeding per year on average in the UK, assuming they all were fined the minimum amount of £100 this would equal	to exactly £80 000 000 in revenue fuelling criticisms that speed cameras are just a money-making machine designed for profit and not for saving lives. Another criticism of speed cameras as illustrated by BBC (2004) is they cause lack of attention on the road which can cause more accidents. As drivers are cautious about their speed in areas with speed cameras, they may spend more time looking at their speedometers and looking for cameras than looking and concentrating on the road. 
Despite this the statistics on the reduction speak for themselves it can be said that the fines are simply a deterrent and the money raised can be reinvested into the UK economy. Making this a successful crime reduction theory.

Another crime reduction method particularly relevant for young people is the young offender aftercare. This is particularly relevant as according to Gov (2019) the number of children (10-17) in youth custody on remand has increased by 12% between 2018/19. Furthermore, according to Independent (2020) figures show 18–24-year-olds who enter the criminal justice system for minor offences are more likely to commit more crimes. The youth aftercare system has been created to reduce reoffending from young people as described by College of Policing (2017) by offering mental health care and education. It is designed to help resettling into the community after spending time in an offending centre. Unfortunately, the Youth offender aftercare theory has had no significant effect on crime. Furthermore, it could potentially cost millions in rehabilitation and if there is no significant change it could be a waste of money. However, there is evidence to suggest from College of Policing (2017) that if the aftercare is well implemented it results in an 18% decrease in reoffending compared to young offenders who did not receive aftercare. 
The young offender's aftercare theory has the potential to be extremely effective if implemented correctly and as the number of young offenders is increasing it may be a priority in the coming years. There needs to be more research into this area in order to reduce crime rates in younger people.
An interesting theory including young offenders is a scared straight program. Unlike the previous theory which one focused on rehabilitation, this programme focusses on scaring offenders into a life away from crime according to College of Policing (2015) it would be done by organising visits to prisons for youth offenders where they see how difficult life is in prison this is aimed to deter young people from going down that path. In theory the program was made to reduce crime by giving the idea if punishment is swift and aggressive it will deter young people. The program was unfortunately ineffective as evidence suggests the intervention has increased crime for young people which is the literal opposite of what the program was designed to achieve. Unlike the previous theory where there was potential this program has no potential and should simply not be used based on the evidence. The entire theory of this program is out of touch and dated therefore will not be an effective method of crime reduction.

A relevant theory is mental health courts which as described by College of policing (2015) is designed to treat offenders suffering with severe mental health issues to treatment rather than imprisonment. This is relevant as between 2019/20 according to NHS (2020) there were 50 000 detentions under the mental health act which is an increase from the previous year. As mental health exposure is as highest as it has ever been in history the criminal justice system must adapt to keep ahead. The mental health court theory focuses on rehabilitation by being treated and supported the sentences and treatments are customised to the offenders needs and once the treatment is complete the original offence may be removed from their record. Evidence suggests the mental health courts do reduce crime however, one study resulted in an increase of crime. A criticism of this theory is it can seem degrading as it singles out people who have mental health issues. Another issue is the potential cost as each case would be different depending on the crime, the mental health issue and the treatment the mental health court could potentially cost millions over years and with some evidence suggesting it may not work. There is a chance that the risk won't be taken. However, similar to the youth court this theory has the potential to be successful with more research and better planning.
Drink driving is a large problem within the UK as shown by DrinkDriving.ORG (2014) 85 000 people are convicted of drink driving per year. Making the theory of mass media drink driving campaigns which according to College of Policing (2015) will in theory prevent individuals from drink driving seems reasonable. However, evidence suggests the intervention has not significantly reduced crime. Its suggested mass media campaigns have no impact on the number of drivers driving under the influence of alcohol. The campaigns do nothing to prevent drivers drinking and driving. Mass media campaigns can also potentially cost a lot of money making this method of crime reduction unsuccessful.
To conclude as technology advances there will always be different trends for crime to increase and decrease. The theories named above all have their own unique challenges, positives and negatives meaning there is no one way to reduce any type of crime. However as more research into the justice system and criminology gets used there will always be another theory to use and to study. Evidently it is impossible to stop crime as there is always a way to break the law despite this, it must be a priority to reduce crime as much as possible.
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