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Ecology
The study of ecosystems where 
ecosystems are, a recognisable 
ecological system, comprising 
both living organisms and the 
non-living environment 
interacting with one another, 
defined over a particular area. 
(Diesendorf and Hamilton: 
1997)



Ecosystems

The term ecosystem was 
developed by Tansley in 1935 to 
describe the interactive system 
established between a group of 
living organisms and their 
biotope (the environment in 
which they live). 



Eco-self
Outdoor adventure 
experiences can 
cause personal 
transformations 
toward pro-
environmental 
behaviour 
(Key 2003)

https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/mod/url/view.php?id=709878
https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/mod/url/view.php?id=709878
https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/mod/url/view.php?id=709878


Precarious
On a knife edge
Superior to nature
Superior to other 
people
Apart from nature-
isolated 
Position is 
dependent on 
nature

Interdependence
Part of nature
Connected 
Balanced system
Wholesome
Stable  

Further reading:
Richard Louv, Last 
child in the woods
James Lovelock Gaia 
Theory 
Arnae Naess deep 
Ecology





Deep Ecology

• This video introduces the concept of 
deep ecology.

• You don’t need to understand this 
concept for this module, but it does 
provide some additional context and 
may be helpful for you in thinking about 
the broader and deeper implications of 
our relationship with nature

• Bing Videos

https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?&q=Ecology+Meaning&&mid=BA88C4EF63C6D32E94B9BA88C4EF63C6D32E94B9&&FORM=VRDGAR
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?&q=Ecology+Meaning&&mid=BA88C4EF63C6D32E94B9BA88C4EF63C6D32E94B9&&FORM=VRDGAR


Assessment 
1

• Conservation project proposal
• Due 13th November 2026
• Your project can be carried out in 

your own time, or you can use the 
one provided during the module.

• Only 300 Words! (20% of module 
mark)



Assessment 
2

• Vlog
• Due 15th January 2027
• Submit references and AI 

declaration to Turnitin
• Email a link for your Vlog to the 

Module Lead
• 80% of module mark
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