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In this report I will be taking you through some secondary and primary data that I collected to find out if students had a good vlr learning experience. This report investigates the impact of Moodle on students learning, how I went about gathering this data and my findings. 
After I collate all of my data, I will be able to make an analysis to whether Moodle has a positive impact on student learning.
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Moodle is an online learning resource used in universities and some colleges it enables students to be able to access learning materials online outside of lectures and classes enabling them to study independently in their own time helping them to gain more knowledge and understanding of their subject matter.
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The aim of this report is to determine if Moodle is a good VLE resource and the impact it has on the students learning experience. I will come to my conclusion whether I believe Moodle has a positive or negative impact on students based on the primary data I collect and the findings of the secondary data. This will be represented in the form of bar charts, line graphs, cluster columns and pie charts from data that I gathered through a questionnaire.
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In order to collect my primary data I had to create a questionnaire, I had to decide on the questions I believed to be most relevant and would get me the information I needed to decide if Moodle had a positive or negative impact on students also if it was good enough how it is or if it could be improved. I asked 10 questions in total I started with the age group of the person I then went onto asking about questions that related to Moodle I used closed ended questions for all of my questions and gave them a multiple choice answer. I asked if Moodle had helped them with their studies, how easy it was to access Moodle, would they recommend Moodle, was Moodle always accessible, are the resources on Moodle adequate, does more work need to be added to Moodle, should there be more learning materials on Moodle, were they happy with the induction they received for Moodle and I also asked them to rate the positive impact Moodle had from 1-10. These questions I believed would give me the best answers to be able to ascertain whether Moodle had a positive or negative impact on the students learning experience. I then went onto collect my secondary data which I found to be a little trickier. Often you will discover that good quality secondary data is hard to obtain. (Maund, Schriek and Tinkler, (2017), p. 167. 
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To find out the impact of Moodle on students learning I had to gather secondary data, secondary data is research that has been undertaken previously (Rouse, 2017). I gathered these from many sources, Journals, articles and websites.According to Yusniza (2010, p.163) using e-learning collectively to support their studies has had a positive impact on the students in Malaysia these findings are based on a survey that was undertaken involving 144 undergraduate students in Malaya, Malaysia. It was determined from research undertaken throughout three of the Christ the King campuses that Moodle was a beneficial learning tool it was said to support learning in more ways than one it has also been said to have improved the teaching process. (Jackson, 2015, p. 186). According to (Young, 2018)There are  68 million people using Moodle worldwide it is the best LMS not just because so many people are using it but because it is user friendly, flexible and has great features and on top of all of this it is free. Studies delivered in this present-day through online learning platforms such as Moodle teach activities not only outside the classroom but also inside the classroom, a questionnaire was given to 47 third year students the results of that were that Moodle was a positive platform improving the students learning (Ianos and Oproiu, 2017, p. 379).
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According to Institute for Work and Health (2015) using primary data gives you an advantage as you can collect the exact information that you are looking for through the use of questionnaires or interviews which enables you collect specific data tailored to what you want to know. I designed a questionnaire with 10 questions on Survey Monkey and sent it out to a number of students I received back 31 replies from the 50 students I had sent it to so I was happy with that number as I believe that will give me enough data to come to a conclusion whether Moodle is a good learning tool for the University students of university of Wales Trinity Saint David’s and see if it backs up the secondary data or contradicts it. When I received back my responses from the students who took my survey, I put this data into excel which then created the final results which I represented using pie charts, cluster columns, bar charts and a line graph.
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From the findings of the secondary data it would suggest that Moodle is indeed a good learning tool for students, supporting their learning experience outside of the classroom, this is not only the opinion in the UK alone according to my secondary data which is very reassuring. My findings from my primary data is pictured above and by the look of the data it would suggest that this backs up the secondary data. If you look at the charts above, you will see that most people agree that Moodle is indeed a good learning tool for their studies, so in my opinion this can only be a good thing. However, there is more that can be done to improve Moodle, and this is something that needs to be investigated further. In the chart that asks for the age group in which the students fall into you can clearly see that the majority of student fall into the 35-44 age range closely followed by 24-34 and 45-54 is not far behind that. We also have a small percentage that falls into the 18-24 category and the 55-64 category so it gives a wide range of different ages I believe this helps to establish the opinion of different people in different stages of their lives, for example older people might find working online with technology a bit challenging as a lot of older people do struggle in this area unlike the younger generation who were basically brought up on technology so it is just like second nature to them. My second question goes straight on to ask their opinion about Moodle and if in their opinion do they agree or disagree that Moodle has helped their studies, you can clearly see that the majority of the students agree that Moodle has helped their studies with a small percentage saying they strongly agree but not a single person has said that they disagree I think this speaks volumes. My next question goes on to ask if it is easy to access Moodle this question has gathered a wider range of answers however you can still clearly see that the percentage of people  that find it easy far outweigh the people who find it difficult this is very reassuring, however this may need to be looked into further to help some students be able to access Moodle with more ease but this is something that would need to be done at a later date. If we wanted to investigate making improvements to Moodle this could be done through another questionnaire with open ended questions or possible through an interview process. My next question was if they would recommend Moodle and the majority of students said yes they would with a very small percentage saying no and an even smaller percentage saying neither yes nor no. my next question was if Moodle was always accessible a very large majority said they agreed  with this question with a small percentage disagreeing to find out the reasons why behind the minorities answer more research would need to be done with possibly a questionnaire with open ended questions to find out the specifics to see if anything could be done to improve this. I then asked the students to rate the impact of Moodle on their learning experience from1-10 and the majority of the answers came back above 5, however there does still seem to be some dissatisfaction from some student meaning there is still work to be done to improve the learning experience but on the whole it seems students are satisfied with the learning experience to receive from Moodle. I then asked if the resources on Moodle were adequate the majority of the students agreed that the resources were adequate however the students that said they neither agree nor disagree came a very close second. The majority of students agree that more work needs to be done on Moodle and that there should be more learning materials and the majority of students were satisfied with their induction to Moodle with not a single student being dissatisfied. 
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From this report it reflects that Moodle has a positive impact on students learning experience I came to this conclusion through primary and secondary data from creating a questionnaire with closed ended questions backed up by secondary data that had been researched previously with the results showing Moodle to have a positive impact. It is quite clear that more work needs to be done to improve the learning experience for all students but on the whole it does have a positive impact. 
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Count of would you recommend moodle




Total	neither yes nor no	no	yes	1	4	25	


Count of is moodle always accessible




Total	agree	disagree	strongly agree	strongly disagree	23	4	3	1	



rate 1-10 the positive impact 	7	5	7	6	5	5	4	5	8	7	6	8	10	1	5	6	5	7	7	7	8	5	8	5	1	5	6	1	1	5	


Count of are the resources adequate




Total	agree	neither agree nor disagree	strongly agree	16	12	3	


Count of does more work need to be added to moodle




Total	agree	disagree	neither agree nor disagree	strongly agree	strongly disagree	12	2	8	8	1	


Count of should there be more learning materials




Total	neither yes nor no	no	yes	1	4	26	


Count of was you happy with the induction




Total	neither satisfied nor dissatisfied	satisfied	somewhat satisfied	very satisfied	6	13	9	2	


Age of students using Moodle

Responses	
 	Under 18	18-24	25-34	35-44	45-54	55-64	65+	3	9	10	7	2	

Count of has moodle helped your studies




Total	0	agree	strongly agree	1	28	3	


Count of how easy is moodle to access




Total	     	difficult	easy	neither easy nor difficult	somewhat difficult	somewhat easy	very easy	1	1	11	7	3	5	3	
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1. What is your age group

Answered:31  Skipped: 0

Under 18 0%
18-24 9.68%
25-34 29.03%
35-44 32.26%
45-54 22.58%
55-64 6.45%

65+ 0%




image2.jpeg
2. Do you find that Moodle has helped you with your
studies?

Answered: 31 Skipped: 0

Strongly agree 9.68%
Agree 77.42%
Disagree 12.9%

Strongly disagree 0%
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3. have you found Moodle to be easy or difficult to access.

Answered: 31 Sipped: 0

Very easy 9.68% 3
Easy 35.48% "
‘Somewhat easy 16.13% 5
Neither easy nor difficult 22.58% %
Somewhat difficult 9.68% 3
Difficult 6.45% 2

Very difficult 0% 0
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4. Have you always been able to access Moodle when you
have needed to?

Answered: 31 Skipped: 0
Strongly agree 9.68%
Agree 74.19%
Disagree 12.9%

Strongly disagree 323%

23
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5. Would you recommend Moodle?

Answered:30  Skipped: 1

Yes 86.67% 26

No 13.33% 4
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6. On a scale of 0-10 how has Moodle had a positive impact
on your studies?

Responses 30
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7.In your opinion are the resources on Moodle adequate?
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strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Skipped: 0
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8. Do you think more work needs to be put into Moodle for a

better learning experience?

Answered: 31

strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Skipped: 0

25.81%

38.71%

25.81%

6.45%

3.23%
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9. Do you believe there should be more learning materials
on moodle?

Answered:30  Skipped: 1

Yes 86.67% 26

No 13.33% 4
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10. Was you satisfied with your induction to Moodle?

Answered: 31 Skipped: 0

Very satisfied 6.45% 2
Satisfied 41.94% 13
Somewhat satisfied 22.58% 7
Neither satisfied nor 19.35% 6
dissatisfied

Somewhat dissatisfied 6.45% 2
Dissatisfied 323% 1

Very dissatisfied 0% 0




