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Section One:
Museum Caption, linked to ‘The Hiding Place’

[image: Black and white photo of Roma and two other young girls in bonnets]







Visual description (for visually impaired museum visitors):
The black and white photo focuses on three smiling girls standing in the street, aged six to 12, of Caribbean birth, dressed up in traditional Welsh outfits. This consists of a black hat, with a tall crown and large brim (not dissimilar to a top hat), over a white, frilled bonnet that ties in a bow under their chins. They wear traditional smocks, covered by thick shawls over their shoulders. Behind them is a large street front window, under which around nine women of varying ages are sat, mostly also looking at the camera and smiling. On the left, between the women and girls, is a partially obscured placard sign, advertising the Rainbow Club. 
Museum Caption:
Roma Taylor alongside the daughters of well-known and respected teacher Betty Campbell - six-year-old Marcia and eight-year-old Elaine, outside the Rainbow Club in Butetown, to celebrate the national day of Saint David on 01 March 1959.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Cardiff woman who dedicated her life to others awarded the most deserved honour you'll find | Wales Online] 

Roma Taylor’s Welsh life is one of dedication and celebration. She arrived in Wales from Antigua aged 15 in October 1959, after a solo journey, to join her mother and brother in Tiger Bay, “the local name for the area of the city covering Butetown and the Docks.’’[footnoteRef:2] Shortly after the pictured Saint David’s day celebration, she left for Bath aged 17 to train as a nurse, after which she returned to Cardiff to marry her husband Bert.[footnoteRef:3] She then started a family and became an army nurse for 25 years.[footnoteRef:4] After her biological children had fled the nest, she then fostered a total of 20 children, giving a home to many mixed-race children which society had displaced. At the time of the source being written, she was still in contact with one foster child who lives in London.[footnoteRef:5] In 2017 she set up The Windrush Cymru Elders group. For this and similar services towards cultural hybridity, she was awarded the British Empire Medal in 2024.  [2:  Windrush: Man says education must not be limited to anniversary - BBC News]  [3:  Cardiff woman who dedicated her life to others awarded the most deserved honour you'll find | Wales Online]  [4:  Ibid ]  [5:  Ibid ] 

Elaine and Marcia pictured above were two of four children that Betty Campbell had, her first of which she became pregnant with during her A Level studies. Betty Campbell’s career as a respected teacher was known across Wales. She was not part of the Windrush Generation, despite being the right ages, as she was born in Butetown. The start of her renowned teaching career began in 1960, when she was one of six female students to be admitted to Cardiff Teacher Training College.[footnoteRef:6] During her teaching years she did face racial abuse by students’ parents, but was not put off.[footnoteRef:7] She was awarded a “Doctor of Letters (DLitt) from the University of South Wales. This is the first posthumous honorary degree that has been awarded by the University.”[footnoteRef:8] One of her daughters shown above, Elaine, was present to accept the degree on her behalf. “In 1976 she was awarded an MBE for services to education and community life, and in the 1980s she became a board member of BBC Wales, joined the Home Office’s Race Advisory Committee, and became involved in the Commission for Racial Equality. In 1998, Betty Campbell was invited to meet Nelson Mandela on his only visit to Wales.”[footnoteRef:9] She died in 2017. There is a statue in Cardiff commemorating her life, by Eve Shepherd.[footnoteRef:10] [6:  Betty Campbell - Wikipedia]  [7:  Betty Campbell: Wales’s first black headteacher took civil rights history into classrooms | The Independent | The Independent]  [8:  Betty Campbell awarded a posthumous honorary degree - University of South Wales]  [9:  Ibid]  [10:  Betty Campbell (1934 - 2017) | Cadw] 

The mix of cultures, also known as cultural hybridity, that the girls are immersed in is a blend of Welsh identity mixed with Caribbean identity. “Cultural hybridity constitutes the effort to maintain a sense of balance among practices, values, and customs of two or more different cultures. In cultural hybridization, one constructs a new identity that reflects a dual sense of being, which resides both within and beyond the margins of nationality, race, ethnicity, class, and linguistic diversity.”[footnoteRef:11] Roma Taylor was born and raised in Antigua, until she moved to Wales aged 15 as part of the Windrush generation. She quickly immersed herself in the Welsh culture, as can be seen above. This cultural hybridity showcases how Roma Taylor made her past experiences fit into her new life, and the same can be said for the other two girls who have mixed ancestry.   [11:  Sage Reference - Encyclopedia of Diversity in Education - Cultural Hybridity] 

Antigua is an island country in the Caribbean. The year that Roma Taylor left (1959), it was part of the West Indies Federation. During this period of governance, many elections took place to establish new leadership. The island has an area of 108 square miles, with its highest peak being 1,329 feet tall.[footnoteRef:12] “In 1632, this island was officially colonized by the British and remained under British rule until 1666 when the French raided the island.”[footnoteRef:13] There have been multiple sugar plantations and slave ownerships over the centuries, with slavery ending in 1834.[footnoteRef:14] [12:  Government of Antigua and Barbuda]  [13:  History of Antigua - Dadli Directory]  [14:  Ibid ] 

Roma Taylor describes Butetown and the wider Tiger Bay as a close-knit community, to the extent that they could leave front doors open.[footnoteRef:15] Within this, there used to be the Butetown History and Arts Centre.[footnoteRef:16] This showcased local exhibitions and events across the years it was open. The area was also home to a large, ethnically diverse population.[footnoteRef:17]
“The Rainbow Club [that the girls are photographed in front of] was started in a disused shop in Bute Street by a group of people connected with the Society of Friends. The Save the Children Fund accepted responsibility for the club in 1947. With a growing membership, new premises had to be found and in 1956 the Club moved to the former Soldiers and Sailors Rest at 246 Bute Street [likely the premises in the image]. Over the years the Rainbow Club became a household word in Butetown, recognised as a place of friendship where children's needs are planned for, in a variety of ways, ranging from arts and crafts to music and games. It was run for many years by Mr & Mrs Capener.”[footnoteRef:18] [15:  Cardiff woman who dedicated her life to others awarded the most deserved honour you'll find | Wales Online]  [16:  Butetown History Arts Centre » Online Gallery]  [17:  Full article: Histories of place: the racialization of representational space in Govanhill and Butetown]  [18:  The Rainbow Club · The Tiger Bay and the World Collection] 

Saint David’s day was first celebrated as an official feast day in 1120, after Saint David was canonised by Pope Callixtus II.[footnoteRef:19] “It was declared a national day of celebration within Wales in the 18th century. The National Assembly for Wales voted unanimously to make St David’s Day a public holiday in 2000.”[footnoteRef:20] Many Welsh girls and women in the modern day dress up in traditional outfits, as seen in the picture. The hat’s popularity was increased by Lady Llanover, who was a Victorian woman from Monmouthshire.[footnoteRef:21]  [19:  Saint David's Day - Wikipedia]  [20:  St. David of Wales - St. David's Episcopal Church]  [21:  Women’s History Month: The Woman who invented Welsh national dress – Women's History Network] 

A British army nurse at this time meant joining the Queen Alexandra’s Royal Army Nursing Corps (QARANC). This military branch had evolved from Florence Nightingale’s work in the Crimea.[footnoteRef:22] Many nurses were sent to sites all over the globe, but Roma Taylor mainly travelled across Europe, in countries such as “Germany, Belgium and France.”[footnoteRef:23] She was “part of 203 Welsh General Hospital, later 203 Welsh Field Hospital.”[footnoteRef:24] The start of her nursing career in the 1970s was during a time of shifting ideas surrounding racism. This meant that many people of colour often faced prejudices and racial discrimination in their careers at the time. This included, but was not limited to, acts such as hiring people with different ethnic backgrounds, being ignored by colleagues and being called various offensive slurs. The military was very much not above this. There was the Race Relations Act 1968 that affected employment, and the military did fall under this legislation.[footnoteRef:25]  However, this likely did not stop some racist individuals from turning a blind eye against events that occurred.  [22:  Queen Alexandra’s Royal Army Nursing Corps | National Army Museum ]  [23:  Celebrating Roma Taylor : 2024 Veterans Lifetime Achievement and Champion Awards | Race Council Cymru (RCC) ]  [24:  Roma Taylor BEM - Queen Alexandra’s Royal Army Nursing Corps  - Black History Month 2026]  [25:  An early history of British race relations legislation - House of Commons Library] 

When Roma Taylor began fostering, it was likely around the early 2000s. This period marked a shift in attitudes and policies towards children in the care system. There was the start of a transition from local authority homes to privatisation.[footnoteRef:26] This led to more children being put in family homes, such as Roma Taylor’s.[footnoteRef:27] This was in part due to abuse scandals that were uncovered as a result of the transition. This included, but was not limited to, the North Wales Child Abuse Inquiry, also known as the Waterhouse Report, titled ‘Lost in Care’, in 2000. This uncovered both physical and sexual abuse towards children in care by those who were supposed to look after them.[footnoteRef:28] The scandal was only uncovered in 2000 but originally took place across the 1980s. the scale of this indicates why there was such a shift occurring.[footnoteRef:29] There was also a cash crisis for foster families around this time, making it harder for foster families to accept children, so this really is a testament to Roma Taylor’s character and determination to help those in need.[footnoteRef:30] [26:  UK Foster Care Reforms: Timeline and Key Proposals Explained – Fostering news ]  [27:  Delivering the Incredible Years parent programme to foster carers in Wales: reflections from group leader supervision - Judy Hutchings, Tracey Bywater, 2013]  [28:  The Fostering Services (Wales) Regulations 2003]  [29:  Written Statement - North Wales Child Abuse Allegations (6 November 2012) | GOV.WALES]  [30:  BBC NEWS | Wales | Cash crisis hits foster families] 

The Windrush Cymru Elders is a group that is still active today, now nine years old. It was established “as part of Race Council Cymru. They are a proactive group of 50+ elders who promote understanding of ethnic minority elders concerns, needs whilst celebrating key milestones and marking the contributions of people of African descent. The group meets weekly in Cardiff to enjoy each other’s company and take part in creative activities in and around Wales. Race Council Cymru staff and the Royal Welsh College of Music & Drama provide support and meeting facilities!”[footnoteRef:31] It is open to those aged over 50 living in Wales who support the groups aims.[footnoteRef:32] They attended an event in London in 2024 to showcase some of their stories.[footnoteRef:33]  [31:  The Windrush Cymru Elders | Race Council Cymru (RCC)]  [32:  Ibid ]  [33:  Celebrating Welsh Windrush Elders — National Windrush Museum] 

The Windrush generation is a term coined by Sam King.[footnoteRef:34] for those who initially arrived in Britain on the HMT Empire Windrush in 1948 from the Caribbean, and those who followed until 1971. The scandal about the deportations broke in 2017 under the then prime Minister Theresa May.[footnoteRef:35] “As the Caribbean was, at the time, a part of the British commonwealth, those who arrived were automatically British subjects and free to permanently live and work in the UK.” And it “emerged that hundreds of Commonwealth citizens, many of whom were from the ‘Windrush’ generation, had been wrongly detained, deported and denied legal rights.”[footnoteRef:36] [34:  Windrush Foundation Celebrates 25 Years of Heritage and Community Advocacy: 1995 – 2020 - Windrush Foundation]  [35:  Windrush Scandal Explained - Joint Council for the Welfare of Immigrants ]  [36:  Ibid ] 

Roma Taylor’s life and this photo can be linked to ‘The Hiding Place’ by Trezza Azzopardi in multiple ways. One is having a large family. Roma Taylor has seven biological children, plus the 20 fostered children. In the novel, there are seven people living under one roof, as can be seen when Dolores is describing the bedroom situation.[footnoteRef:37] [37:  Page 04] 

Another is they both occur in the same place of Tiger Bay, where Roma Taylor’s family live and the novel is set.  The novel overall describes it as being run-down and derelict. This can be seen just before the fire when the siblings are entering the house round the back.[footnoteRef:38] [38:  Page 31] 

A third and final connection is how people with visual differences are treated. Roma Taylor faced racial discrimination based purely on having a different skin tone throughout her life. Dolores describes how the damage to her hand after the fire deters people from getting close to her.[footnoteRef:39] Further to this, they both find strength in these circumstances, with Roma Taylor founding Windrush Cymru Elders, and Dolores seeing her hand “as a work of art: a closed white tulip standing in the rain: a cut of creamy marble in the shape of a Saint; a church candle with its tears flowing down the bulb of wrist.”[footnoteRef:40]  [39:  Page 33]  [40:  Ibid ] 
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Section Two, Stage One:
Personal History, linked to ‘Shifts’
Interview/ oral history

Interview over the phone with Ray Barrowdale (author’s grandad) on growing up in Wales.
Questions:
Focus- Welsh culture and de-industrialisation.
Date and place of birth?
Reason for name- is there a Welsh link?
Childhood home and town?
· Ever move house?
Market town?
· Shopping- supermarket vs local?
Community events- fates etc, eisteddfod?
Political governance?
· Strikes?
Religion?
New builds/ architecture?
Nature/ outdoor space/ pollution?
How much did your parents influence Welsh identity?
· Language?
Parents jobs?
· Wider family?
· Industrial jobs?
School- primary, secondary, college?
· Language?
History in school- how much was Welsh?
Effect of English oppression/ colonialism/ how much Welsh identity and culture could be celebrated/ geographical influence?
How does he feel the post war period affected his childhood?
How does he feel de-industrialisation in Wales affected his childhood?
· Masculinity, jobs- him and family/ friends?
· Unemployment?
Earliest born Welsh relative he can remember?
Key events- national and international that he remembers between birth and moving away- most memorable to him?
Why did he choose his career?
When did he leave Wales?
Why did he leave Wales?
1st time returning after moving away?
From his knowledge, is Abergavenny/ home town more involved in Welsh culture and identity now or then?
How much did your Welsh identity influence your parenting?
Holiday destination abroad that most reminds you of home?
Longest period spent out of Wales?
Interview recording:
Grandad WCI.m4a 
Summary of answers:
Ray Barrowdale, born 28th October 1944, nursing home in Cardiff.
Welsh grandma, Liverpudlian parents.
Dad owned a cooked meat shop, mum worked in it, dad later worked in a Nylon factory 12 miles away. Mum worked in a dry cleaners as 1st job after Lynda (sister) was more independent. There was also a car parts factory on the edge of town.
Moved from Cardiff to Abergavenny flat over Dad’s shop, then council house, then moved out/ away.
Shopping done at market and smaller shops, had some supermarkets in the 1960s- market town.
Population around 9000 in mid 1950s.
Border town so less Welsh influence.
Carnival every year, fair twice a year, other community events scattered in.
Counsellors mostly independent, did have a conservative club and a labour club.
Outside of the mining area by about 6 miles, nearest works about 7 miles in a straight line, but different valleys. 
No heavy pressure on religion, mix of Non-conformist, Catholic and Methodist. 
New build council house estate took a large proportion of the town, not sprawling, all terraced or semi-detached.
No memorable pollution, other than occasional light pollution from the works.
River Usk- swim, fish. Garden space, the hills, large central park.
Didn’t get taught Welsh at school, get spoken around the town by some.
2 lower schools didn’t teach Welsh culture but Grammar school did- some basics but still not intensive, taught anthem in Welsh, always celebrated St David’s day, most teachers were English, could pronounce place names. Broad history taught, big focus on English, learnt early Welsh history.
Rivers ran black in coal mining areas. 
Living through an era made it more normal- less aware of the differences to other ones.
Not personally affected by deindustrialisation. Dad left the shop for the factory for the pay, left the factory when he was made redundant- supply and demand decreased, became an army clerk.
Parents gave flexibility with choice of career- no expectation to follow in footsteps.
Rugby key part of culture and events.
Left Wales for a job/ opportunities not specifically to actually get away from the area. 
Never away for longer than about 9 months.
Appendix 1:
Transcript of interview (generated through Word)
00:00:28 Speaker 1 
So the main focus of it will be kind of like Welsh culture in your childhood and the effects of, maybe the effects of deindustrialization. 
00:00:38 Speaker 2 
Yeah. 
00:00:39 Speaker 1 
But then with a few other things kind of scattered in just for, I don't know, specifics and stuff. 
00:00:45 Speaker 2 
Yeah. 
00:00:46 Speaker 2 
It's going to be interesting. 
00:00:48 Speaker 2 
Because, obviously, I think it's not an industrial area, but I've been to see how it ties in with other stuff. 
00:00:54 Speaker 2 
Yeah. 
00:00:54 Speaker 2 
OK, right. 
00:00:55 Speaker 1 
Because it doesn't necessarily have to go in terms of like, oh, like it definitely was a deindustrialization area because it can work in terms of like it wasn't, if that makes sense. 
00:01:06 Speaker 1 
Kind of like how other towns at the time were functioning. 
00:01:10 Speaker 2 
Yeah. 
00:01:11 Speaker 2 
OK, that's fine. 
00:01:12 Speaker 2 
Yeah. 
00:01:12 Speaker 1 
OK. 
00:01:13 Speaker 1 
So when and where were you born? 
00:01:17 Speaker 2 
I was born in Cardiff. 
00:01:18 Speaker 1 
Yep. 
00:01:20 Speaker 1 
In the hospital. 
00:01:22 Speaker 2 
Yes, I was born. 
00:01:23 Speaker 2 
No, I was born in a nursing home because of the National Health Service then. 
00:01:27 Speaker 2 
I was born in a private nursing home in Cardiff, England Roath Park. 
00:01:31 Speaker 1 
Okay. 
00:01:32 Speaker 1 
I. 
00:01:33 Speaker 2 
Can even give you the name of the nursing home. 
00:01:35 Speaker 1 
Yes, please. 
00:01:36 Speaker 1 
Actually, that would be helpful. 
00:01:38 Speaker 2 
Yeah. 
00:01:38 Speaker 2 
And that was in October 1944. 
00:01:40 Speaker 1 
Yes. 
00:01:42 Speaker 2 
I was a war baby. 
00:01:44 Speaker 1 
Yes. 
00:01:45 Speaker 1 
Boomer. 
00:01:47 Speaker 1 
So with your name, is there any kind of Welsh reason or meaning behind it? 
00:01:55 Speaker 2 
No. 
00:01:56 Speaker 2 
The reason I was born there is, and I might have mentioned this before, that my mum and dad are both from Liverpool, but my grandmother was born in Cardiff and she had relatives in Cardiff. 
00:02:08 Speaker 2 
And during the war, her house was bombed in Liverpool and completely destroyed. 
00:02:14 Speaker 2 
So the family moved down to stay with relatives in Cardiff. 
00:02:18 Speaker 2 
And then subsequently, my grandfather got a job and they just stayed put in Cardiff, which is why I was born in Cardiff and not in Liverpool. 
00:02:26 Speaker 2 
My grandmother's got a Welsh line, a Welsh connection. 
00:02:33 Speaker 2 
Mum and dad don't. 
00:02:34 Speaker 2 
They have no connection with Wales whatsoever, other than the fact they lived there for about 50 years. 
00:02:40 Speaker 3 
Okay. 
00:02:42 Speaker 1 
So with your childhood home, was it the same one the entire time or did you ever move house? 
00:02:49 Speaker 2 
No, we moved twice. 
00:02:51 Speaker 2 
The first home I had when I was up until I was 8. 
00:02:57 Speaker 2 
was over the shop where my dad worked. 
00:02:59 Speaker 2 
He was the manager for a shop. 
00:03:01 Speaker 2 
And there was a flat above it and we lived in the flat. 
00:03:05 Speaker 2 
We then moved to a council house, where I was there then until I was, what, 22, and then moved to another house. 
00:03:16 Speaker 2 
And I was there till I went up to Edinburgh to, which is, what, 1967. 
00:03:22 Speaker 2 
So I was only in that house about nine months. 
00:03:26 Speaker 2 
Most of my life was in the same house. 
00:03:29 Speaker 1 
Yeah. 
00:03:31 Speaker 1 
When you were growing up, when you were doing your shopping and stuff, did it tend to be at a supermarket or like a local, smaller shops than a local market? 
00:03:42 Speaker 2 
It would be small shops in the local market because they weren't supermarkets then. 
00:03:45 Speaker 3 
Okay. 
00:03:46 Speaker 2 
They were in the bigger towns but not in somewhere like Abergavenny. 
00:03:51 Speaker 2 
It would be, well, dad ran a shop so it was groceries and 
00:03:56 Speaker 2 
cooked meats. 
00:03:56 Speaker 2 
Well, now we call it delicatessen, but then it's called cooked meats. 
00:04:00 Speaker 2 
So we could do our grocery shopping actually in the shop where my dad worked, obviously. 
00:04:05 Speaker 2 
But all the other shops, such as if you wanted vegetables or meat, they were all local shops, like the family butcher and a local green grocer. 
00:04:15 Speaker 2 
If you wanted bread, there was a bakery. 
00:04:17 Speaker 2 
There weren't any, there just weren't any 
00:04:20 Speaker 2 
large chains like they have today. 
00:04:23 Speaker 2 
Probably in the bigger towns, but certainly not in Abergavenny. 
00:04:26 Speaker 1 
Yes. 
00:04:26 Speaker 2 
The population was just about 9,000 then. 
00:04:30 Speaker 1 
Okay. 
00:04:31 Speaker 1 
What year was that roughly? 
00:04:33 Speaker 2 
The mid 50s. 
00:04:34 Speaker 2 
So it would be, we moved to Abergavenny when I was, I think, about 2 1/2, so that would be 
00:04:42 Speaker 2 
and end of the 1940s into the middle of the 1950s. 
00:04:47 Speaker 2 
I can remember shopping in the supermarkets in the 1960s, so by then they started to arrive in the town. 
00:04:54 Speaker 2 
But in the early years, in the 1950s, they weren't any in Abergavenny. 
00:04:59 Speaker 3 
Okay. 
00:05:02 Speaker 1 
When you were growing up, were there any kind of community events, so fairs, and you were, I'm going to butcher the pronunciation, but with the ice 
00:05:11 Speaker 1 
Eisteddfod. 
00:05:12 Speaker 2 
Well, Abergavenny did host an Eisteddfod, but not when, but that was before we went to live there. 
00:05:20 Speaker 2 
So, and the name Abergavenny is the English version of the Welsh name. 
00:05:27 Speaker 2 
And it's actually, you know, Abergavenny is a border town, so it's in Wales, but it was only about 5 miles from the English border. 
00:05:35 Speaker 2 
And so the Welshness, if you like, wasn't as prominent there as it would have been sort of further into Wales. 
00:05:42 Speaker 2 
But yes, we used to have carnivals. 
00:05:46 Speaker 2 
There'd be a town carnival every year. 
00:05:50 Speaker 2 
And there'd be the fairground would come twice a year. 
00:05:53 Speaker 2 
And there were local, sort of small local stuff like they used to have 
00:05:58 Speaker 2 
things like community events like whisk drives and there'd be song competitions and stuff like that. 
00:06:05 Speaker 1 
Yeah. 
00:06:08 Speaker 1 
What was the politics like in Abergavenny when you were growing up? 
00:06:12 Speaker 2 
Probably wasn't any. 
00:06:17 Speaker 2 
Not like you got today. 
00:06:18 Speaker 2 
I mean, obviously there were general elections. 
00:06:21 Speaker 2 
But when you're growing up, you're not really that aware of it. 
00:06:25 Speaker 2 
I mean, most of the councillors were these days to be classed as independent. 
00:06:30 Speaker 2 
They didn't have any particular affiliation. 
00:06:33 Speaker 2 
Although there was a Labour club and there was a Conservative club, you know, so there were political clubs you could go to. 
00:06:42 Speaker 2 
Your great-granddad was a member of both, so... 
00:06:51 Speaker 2 
But no, I mean, you weren't aware of it. 
00:06:53 Speaker 2 
You were of the town council, obviously, because, but they seem to be far more important then than they are, they seem to be today in a small town. 
00:07:04 Speaker 2 
And my dad knew the mayor, but in fact, being in a small town, a dad working in a shop, he obviously knew an awful lot of people. 
00:07:10 Speaker 2 
So we, if you'd walk through the town, you'd always see somebody you could say hello to, even when you're a child. 
00:07:18 Speaker 2 
if I were to buy something from the shop, they all knew whose son it was, that sort of thing. 
00:07:22 Speaker 1 
Yeah. 
00:07:24 Speaker 1 
So were there any strikes or is it a bit kind of out of that area? 
00:07:30 Speaker 2 
It's weird because the... 
00:07:32 Speaker 2 
I mean, the mining area was only in a straight line about 6 miles away, because Abergavenny's in a valley. 
00:07:38 Speaker 2 
Well, you know, he's been there. 
00:07:39 Speaker 2 
It's like it's surrounded by hills and places like Blenavon and Earth, the Tydfil, the industrial areas were only about 6 miles away, but they're up and over the top of the hill, as it were. 
00:07:50 Speaker 1 
Yeah. 
00:07:51 Speaker 2 
The nearest steel works was probably 8 miles away in a straight line, but it's in another. 
00:07:56 Speaker 2 
It was another world if you went up there. 
00:07:57 Speaker 2 
It was totally different. 
00:07:59 Speaker 1 
Different valley. 
00:08:01 Speaker 2 
Different vibes, far more, the Welsh accent was far more pronounced there. 
00:08:05 Speaker 2 
In fact, Abergavenny was considered by the people who lived in those areas as quite posh. 
00:08:13 Speaker 2 
Because it was quite a prosperous market town. 
00:08:20 Speaker 1 
How much did religion influence your kind of childhood? 
00:08:24 Speaker 2 
Not a lot. 
00:08:27 Speaker 2 
Mum and Dad didn't really bother that much. 
00:08:31 Speaker 2 
I went to church because I was a member of the choir. 
00:08:36 Speaker 2 
The big church in Abergavenny is a private church, and I was one of the choir in there, a choir boy in there. 
00:08:43 Speaker 2 
So I was head chorator. 
00:08:44 Speaker 2 
So yeah, I went to church every week, but I went to church as a choir boy, not because I wanted to go to church. 
00:08:49 Speaker 2 
But there were, but you know, you were aware there were chapels, quite a lot of non-conformist chapels in the town. 
00:08:55 Speaker 2 
There was a Catholic church, but never any problems. 
00:08:59 Speaker 2 
Everybody just, you know, 
00:09:01 Speaker 2 
just all mixed in. 
00:09:02 Speaker 2 
If somebody was a Catholic, they were a Catholic. 
00:09:04 Speaker 2 
If they were a Methodist, they were a Methodist. 
00:09:08 Speaker 2 
Nobody really bothered what religion they were, but it wasn't particularly strong, if you like. 
00:09:16 Speaker 2 
No one sort of, it wasn't like the chapel dominated or the big church dominated. 
00:09:21 Speaker 2 
It was just, they were just there. 
00:09:22 Speaker 1 
Yeah. 
00:09:25 Speaker 1 
Was there much kind of new housing estates and kind of like a post-war kind of boom with architecture? 
00:09:34 Speaker 2 
Yes, see where we lived, where we moved to when we came out of the shop was to a new council housing estate and all the houses were new. 
00:09:42 Speaker 2 
And it was quite, I mean in terms of Abergavenny, it was quite a substantial part of the town. 
00:09:48 Speaker 2 
and it was up on the, I feel like, on the hill on the edge of the town. 
00:09:52 Speaker 3 
Yeah. 
00:09:52 Speaker 2 
So, one second. 
00:09:56 Speaker 2 
They didn't really, when I left, when I left home to go to work or to go to Scotland, they just built the second phase, if you like, of the estate, which is where mum and dad moved to. 
00:10:07 Speaker 1 
Yeah. 
00:10:08 Speaker 2 
But they weren't, it wasn't like sprawling council estates everywhere, and they were all been, all either terraced or semi-detached houses. 
00:10:17 Speaker 1 
Yeah, okay. 
00:10:21 Speaker 1 
How much kind of outdoor space and nature did you have and was there kind of, do you remember any like pollution or anything? 
00:10:26 Speaker 2 
I'm not aware of pollution at all. 
00:10:31 Speaker 2 
We had the River Usk, which ran around the edge of the town and we used to go down there swimming and paddling and catching fish in the river. 
00:10:40 Speaker 2 
Where we lived in the house we moved to, the back of the house was a hill. 
00:10:47 Speaker 2 
And we used to, when you were playing with you 8 or 9 or whatever, you'd be in the garden, quite big or up on the hill. 
00:10:55 Speaker 2 
I mean, they used to disappear for hours and ends up. 
00:10:57 Speaker 2 
So there was plenty of, being a market town, plenty of places to go and play. 
00:11:03 Speaker 2 
And they had a large... 
00:11:04 Speaker 2 
park in the middle of the town, which is, you could go to with the swings and roundabouts and stuff like that, tennis courts as you got bigger. 
00:11:12 Speaker 2 
So more than enough places to play. 
00:11:14 Speaker 2 
I mean, on the edge of the national park, so I mean, it was, it certainly wasn't built up at all. 
00:11:19 Speaker 2 
You know, you're very much aware that you were surrounded by countryside. 
00:11:24 Speaker 1 
Yep. 
00:11:26 Speaker 1 
How much did your parents influence your kind of Welsh and or English identity? 
00:11:34 Speaker 2 
They never influenced me at all. 
00:11:35 Speaker 2 
I mean, I was born in Wales, grew up in Wales, and I regard myself as Welsh because of that. 
00:11:42 Speaker 2 
Mum and Dad, because they came from Liverpool, I mean, they spoke differently to quite a few other people. 
00:11:48 Speaker 2 
When they first moved down, they had strong Liverpool accents, but they gradually disappeared over time. 
00:11:54 Speaker 2 
I think my mother was beginning to pick up a Welsh accent before, when she got older. 
00:12:03 Speaker 2 
But it certainly didn't influence us in terms of, we're English, therefore you can't, you've got to be English. 
00:12:09 Speaker 2 
Very much, I was born and brought up in Wales, therefore I was Welsh, and that was fine. 
00:12:15 Speaker 2 
Welsh language wasn't taught at all in the school. 
00:12:19 Speaker 2 
And other parts of Wales, where the language obviously is much stronger, because it was a border town, because at that time, Monmouthshire, nobody quite knew which way it was. 
00:12:31 Speaker 2 
It was actually part of Union and part of Wales. 
00:12:33 Speaker 2 
So you didn't learn Welsh in school, although Welsh was spoken in the town, but it wasn't a strong thing. 
00:12:42 Speaker 2 
So mum and dad certainly never influenced me, made me think one way or the other. 
00:12:48 Speaker 1 
So talking about your parents, did your mum work? 
00:12:54 Speaker 2 
Yes, she worked in a shop. 
00:12:55 Speaker 1 
Yeah, okay, yeah. 
00:12:56 Speaker 2 
She didn't work at first when my sister was younger. 
00:13:00 Speaker 3 
Yeah. 
00:13:00 Speaker 2 
When my sister, you know, got old enough to come home on her own and that sort of thing, she worked in a dry cleaners. 
00:13:07 Speaker 3 
Yeah. 
00:13:09 Speaker 2 
And dad worked in a factory. 
00:13:13 Speaker 2 
When he left the shop, he left the shop and went to work in a new factory that was built in Pontypool, which was what, 12 miles away. 
00:13:21 Speaker 2 
So he had to travel every day to get to work. 
00:13:23 Speaker 1 
Yeah. 
00:13:25 Speaker 1 
So that's quite industrial. 
00:13:27 Speaker 1 
So were there any other people that you knew that had kind of industry-based jobs? 
00:13:32 Speaker 2 
Most of Dad's friends worked in the same place. 
00:13:35 Speaker 3 
Yep. 
00:13:38 Speaker 2 
There was only one factory, one sort of fairly large factory in the town, and that was on the edge of the town, and they made parts for cars. 
00:13:48 Speaker 2 
But it wasn't massive, but it was mainly farming. 
00:13:51 Speaker 2 
It was a market town, so a lot of it was farming and farm orientated. 
00:13:56 Speaker 2 
We had a cattle market right in the middle of the town. 
00:14:03 Speaker 2 
most of the, most of the, a lot of the people I went to school with, they were, their parents were farmers. 
00:14:08 Speaker 1 
Yeah. 
00:14:10 Speaker 1 
because there's the farm in the family as well, isn't there? 
00:14:13 Speaker 2 
Is, yes. 
00:14:14 Speaker 2 
I mean, my auntie married a farmer, yes. 
00:14:16 Speaker 2 
So, yes, I mean, there's a lot of farming background, although mum and dad, obviously, they were born in the city. 
00:14:23 Speaker 1 
Yes. 
00:14:25 Speaker 2 
And I used to go and basically live on the farm as often as I could, much as the probably my auntie never really sort of tried to stop me, but I had the option, but we weren't certainly isn't an industrial town at all, definitely a farming, a market town. 
00:14:44 Speaker 1 
So with school, so kind of lower school, upper school and then college, how much did they kind of 
00:14:53 Speaker 1 
teach Welsh culture? 
00:14:54 Speaker 1 
I know you said they didn't really speak it, but... 
00:14:58 Speaker 2 
In junior and, well, there's three schools. 
00:15:01 Speaker 2 
There was like a primary school until you were about, was it 8 or 9? 
00:15:08 Speaker 2 
Then you went to the middle school, which was a boys school, and then from there on you went to the grammar school. 
00:15:15 Speaker 2 
The 2 lower schools didn't teach you anything about Welsh culture, but the grammar school did. 
00:15:21 Speaker 2 
But it wasn't... 
00:15:22 Speaker 2 
I mean, it wasn't intensive, but you're very much aware of the history of Wales and the Welsh culture and how the town fitted in with, the Welsh culture. 
00:15:33 Speaker 3 
Yeah. 
00:15:35 Speaker 2 
I mean, we were all taught to sing the national anthem in Welsh. 
00:15:40 Speaker 2 
And we also always celebrated St David's Day, even though most of the teachers in the school were English. 
00:15:47 Speaker 2 
So there was some effort, but as I said, Monmouthshire didn't teach Welsh in school. 
00:15:51 Speaker 2 
They do now, but they didn't at the time. 
00:15:54 Speaker 2 
So you never learned to speak the language. 
00:15:58 Speaker 2 
But of course, what you had was a pronunciation, because we could pronounce all the towns and villages and the places that had a Welsh name. 
00:16:04 Speaker 2 
So we just never learned to speak it. 
00:16:10 Speaker 1 
So again, with school and the history, how much of it was Welsh history and how much of it was, I don't know, more English? 
00:16:19 Speaker 2 
It depends on the, curriculum at the time. 
00:16:21 Speaker 2 
It was a broad, history was broad. 
00:16:24 Speaker 2 
It was very much British or English history. 
00:16:28 Speaker 2 
I mean, Scotland was hardly mentioned. 
00:16:30 Speaker 2 
Certainly in terms of the Welsh history, how it linked in with what was going on in England. 
00:16:36 Speaker 2 
And we were very much aware of sort of the early Welsh history, like the Welsh princes and the battle in the borders, because I mean, Abergavenny surrounded by castles, so he couldn't avoid it. 
00:16:50 Speaker 2 
So, he knew about the Edwards and the Henrys, etcetera, and of course, one of the 
00:16:59 Speaker 2 
Henry's was born in Wales, and we knew about obviously the Prince of Wales and why they had a Prince of Wales, all that sort of thing. 
00:17:06 Speaker 2 
So he was taught in history, but it was part of the course, it wasn't specifically Welsh history. 
00:17:12 Speaker 2 
Just as it came up in the course we were taught it. 
00:17:15 Speaker 1 
Yeah. 
00:17:19 Speaker 1 
Do you feel like kind of English oppression and colonialism affected how Welsh their childhood was, or do you think it was more geographical? 
00:17:28 Speaker 2 
It's more geographical. 
00:17:29 Speaker 2 
I mean, we weren't aware of, until you got old and started reading the history, you weren't aware of just, you know, just how complicated the history was and how much the, you know, the English kings influenced the Wales, because we were on the Welsh border, so it's, I think if you, know, if you talk to some news. 
00:17:51 Speaker 2 
Further inland, if you like, or in North Wales, they'd have a totally different take on it, yes, but certainly in terms of the Welsh history, I mean, I was aware of. 
00:18:02 Speaker 2 
about 10th century onwards we were taught about that. 
00:18:07 Speaker 2 
We were taught about the problems in Victorian times and certainly the coming of the steel works and iron works and the coal mining. 
00:18:15 Speaker 2 
We couldn't avoid it because we had relatives who lived in the mining area. 
00:18:19 Speaker 2 
So you went to see them. 
00:18:22 Speaker 2 
You were very much aware of the mines and the coal tips and the fact that the rivers ran black and the rivers were black rather than because of the coal waste. 
00:18:34 Speaker 1 
How do you feel that the post-war period affected your childhood? 
00:18:41 Speaker 2 
Difficult to say because when you're living through it, I mean, 1950s, when you look at, now if you look back at the history, it's supposed to be a time of austerity, but we weren't aware of it. 
00:18:51 Speaker 2 
I mean, your childhood, your childhood, you know. 
00:18:53 Speaker 2 
You're growing up in, we grew up in Abergavenny in the 1950s and we weren't aware of anything different. 
00:19:02 Speaker 2 
It's only when you get old and you start travelling more, you realise that other people grow up in different ways. 
00:19:06 Speaker 2 
You meet people who, when I went to college, for example, half the people I went to college were from the Welsh mining areas. 
00:19:15 Speaker 1 
Yeah. 
00:19:15 Speaker 2 
So, and a lot of the rest of them were from England. 
00:19:19 Speaker 2 
And you suddenly find you've got this total mix of people you knew nothing about. 
00:19:23 Speaker 1 
Yeah. 
00:19:23 Speaker 2 
So when you're young, you just don't notice it's just where you grew up. 
00:19:30 Speaker 1 
Okay, so more on to the deindustrialisation stuff now, I think. 
00:19:35 Speaker 1 
Okay. 
00:19:36 Speaker 1 
How much do you feel like deindustrialisation affected you? 
00:19:40 Speaker 2 
It didn't because, as I said, it's the only way it did affect me was the fact Dad worked in a factory. 
00:19:48 Speaker 1 
Yes. 
00:19:48 Speaker 2 
He left the shop because the factory paid better. 
00:19:51 Speaker 3 
Okay. 
00:19:52 Speaker 2 
You know, the money he could earn was better going to the factory and he had to work shifts. 
00:19:57 Speaker 2 
And sort of that to a certain because that influenced us because obviously if he's working nights, we had to be fairly quiet around the house. 
00:20:09 Speaker 2 
But in terms of Abergavenny, it wasn't, as I said before, it wasn't industrial at all. 
00:20:14 Speaker 2 
It was one factory that in the town, the rest of it was all linked into farming and to services. 
00:20:24 Speaker 1 
When did your dad leave the factory? 
00:20:28 Speaker 2 
When he was in his 50s, he was made redundant. 
00:20:33 Speaker 2 
And the factory was quite, at the time, the factory was one of the biggest employers in the area. 
00:20:40 Speaker 2 
And then gradually they started reducing the way it worked. 
00:20:46 Speaker 2 
The demand for, they used to make nylon. 
00:20:51 Speaker 2 
which was a synthetic fabric that was the in thing in the 1950s. 
00:20:56 Speaker 2 
So the factory was big for that. 
00:20:58 Speaker 2 
But then as the demand fell off, the factory fell off. 
00:21:00 Speaker 2 
So my dad was made redundant. 
00:21:02 Speaker 2 
And he went to two or three jobs after that and ended up working for the army. 
00:21:09 Speaker 1 
Okay. 
00:21:10 Speaker 1 
What did he do then? 
00:21:12 Speaker 2 
He was a clerk in this big army camp, about 6 miles from Idyfenny, and the South Wales Borderers camp, and he went to work there as the clerk. 
00:21:23 Speaker 2 
And he was still working there when he died, because he died quite young. 
00:21:27 Speaker 1 
Yeah. 
00:21:30 Speaker 1 
So what about when you mentioned people you went to college with and stuff, did they ever mention how it affected them with the deindustrialization, like their families and whatnot? 
00:21:41 Speaker 2 
No, we were, I mean, there's a couple of the lads I was friendly with, their fathers were minors. 
00:21:49 Speaker 1 
Yes. 
00:21:50 Speaker 2 
And obviously, the other thing was, of course, I changed schools as well when I was in the fifth form or was it year 11 now. 
00:22:01 Speaker 2 
I didn't do too well in the GCSE, so I changed schools. 
00:22:06 Speaker 2 
So I went to a school, 
00:22:08 Speaker 2 
in a place called Upper Sucken, which is in the middle of a mining area. 
00:22:11 Speaker 2 
So you become very much aware that the landscape around there is certainly different from Marigavenny. 
00:22:15 Speaker 2 
And everybody I went to school with there, their parents worked either in a factory or down the mines. 
00:22:22 Speaker 1 
Yes. 
00:22:23 Speaker 2 
So totally different environment, but only what, 12 miles away? 
00:22:28 Speaker 3 
Yeah. 
00:22:31 Speaker 2 
I suppose a bit like Alveston and Barrow in a way. 
00:22:33 Speaker 2 
Yeah. 
00:22:36 Speaker 1 
Yeah, Lake District versus the Yard. 
00:22:39 Speaker 2 
Yeah, exactly. 
00:22:40 Speaker 2 
It's a similar sort of thing because Elverston's very much a, you know, a market town, isn't it? 
00:22:47 Speaker 2 
Yes. 
00:22:47 Speaker 2 
Anyway, whereas Barrow's the industrial bit, and then Tabergavenny was like that, but you go 10 miles down the road and, or 10 miles up the hill, and it was pure industrial. 
00:22:58 Speaker 2 
Nobody did anything else but work in the pit, or they travelled down to Newport to work in the steelworks. 
00:23:06 Speaker 1 
Yeah. 
00:23:07 Speaker 1 
With that, was there an expectation that that's what you do when you grew up or is it kind of there wasn't any other choice kind of thing? 
00:23:14 Speaker 2 
No, mum and dad were very good. 
00:23:16 Speaker 2 
They let me make up my own mind. 
00:23:18 Speaker 1 
Yeah. 
00:23:22 Speaker 2 
When I went up a second, they suddenly realised for some strange reason I was actually not bad at art. 
00:23:28 Speaker 2 
So they suggested I apply to the art college and I got past the entrance exam and went to the art college. 
00:23:36 Speaker 3 
Perfect. 
00:23:37 Speaker 2 
But I found out I wasn't that good at art. 
00:23:40 Speaker 2 
Not as good as the rest of them anyway. 
00:23:43 Speaker 2 
But I was better at photography. 
00:23:46 Speaker 2 
than it was at art, which is how I ended up as a photographer. 
00:23:48 Speaker 2 
It wasn't a conscious thing. 
00:23:50 Speaker 2 
I never wanted to be a photographer from when I was about five. 
00:23:54 Speaker 2 
You just sort of wandered into it because I was good at it. 
00:23:59 Speaker 2 
I was better than that than I wasn't sketching or drawing or painting or whatever. 
00:24:04 Speaker 2 
But my dad never said when you leave school, you've got to go and work in the factory, you've got to go do this or that. 
00:24:11 Speaker 2 
They left it entirely up to me and they gave me the opportunity to go to 
00:24:16 Speaker 2 
To college, to art college rather than. 
00:24:18 Speaker 2 
So, boy, there's other people who would have said, no, you've got to do this, you've got to do that, I have got that. 
00:24:27 Speaker 1 
What did you want to do when you were growing up? 
00:24:30 Speaker 1 
Or did it just change? 
00:24:31 Speaker 2 
I wanted to be a vet, yeah, but then I realised, yeah, thank you, yeah. 
00:24:38 Speaker 2 
You need that, but I realised quite early on that I wouldn't be because I wasn't bright enough. 
00:24:43 Speaker 2 
There's no way. 
00:24:44 Speaker 2 
No, there's no way I'd have sustained the course. 
00:24:47 Speaker 2 
You know, I mean, it's a tough old thing to be a vet and I certainly wouldn't have done it. 
00:24:52 Speaker 2 
But then I wanted to join the RAF, I wanted to be a pilot. 
00:24:55 Speaker 3 
Yes. 
00:24:56 Speaker 2 
And so I applied for aircrew selection. 
00:25:02 Speaker 2 
I was interviewed and I did a few, I did a whole load of tests and apparently I could fly the planes. 
00:25:07 Speaker 2 
But they wouldn't let me join as air crew, because I wasn't in my maths wasn't good in terms of I'd never have passed A-level maths, even O-level was a struggle, so as I said, 
00:25:23 Speaker 2 
physically you're okay, but there's a lot of mathematics and physics and so forth involved. 
00:25:28 Speaker 2 
So I could join as a crew, but I couldn't be a pilot. 
00:25:33 Speaker 2 
So I decided to drop that. 
00:25:35 Speaker 2 
That's why I went to the art college, because I didn't really have any idea of what I really wanted to do. 
00:25:40 Speaker 2 
So I thought, well, if teacher reckons I'm good enough to go to art college, we'll give that a try. 
00:25:45 Speaker 1 
Why not? 
00:25:47 Speaker 1 
Yeah. 
00:25:47 Speaker 2 
So I drifted from one thing to the other, yeah, until I found something I was good at. 
00:25:53 Speaker 1 
What's the earliest born Welsh relative you can remember? 
00:25:58 Speaker 2 
My grandmother. 
00:25:58 Speaker 3 
Yeah. 
00:26:01 Speaker 2 
And she had four sisters who were all born in Wales and other relatives. 
00:26:10 Speaker 2 
But the family originally, and this surprised me, I thought they were all Welsh, but they came from Devon. 
00:26:15 Speaker 1 
Oh, okay. 
00:26:17 Speaker 2 
But I think it's, you know, if you look at family histories, 
00:26:21 Speaker 2 
People move, you don't think people move much, but some families moved all over the place. 
00:26:25 Speaker 3 
Yeah. 
00:26:27 Speaker 2 
That's on my mother's side. 
00:26:28 Speaker 2 
My father's side, there's not a single Welsh connection that I can find. 
00:26:32 Speaker 3 
All live at those. 
00:26:32 Speaker 2 
Other than one of my uncles was born in North Wales, but that's the only connection I can find. 
00:26:39 Speaker 3 
Yeah. 
00:26:42 Speaker 2 
But then they all, he and his family all lived in, went to live in Wales and they all lived in the mining area. 
00:26:46 Speaker 2 
So they were, they've all grown up far more. 
00:26:51 Speaker 2 
Yeah. 
00:26:53 Speaker 1 
Did they ever mention the industrialisation when you were growing up? 
00:26:57 Speaker 2 
Oh, really? 
00:26:58 Speaker 2 
It was for granted. 
00:26:59 Speaker 2 
Yeah. 
00:27:00 Speaker 2 
When I went to see them, it was just around you, so that was it. 
00:27:03 Speaker 2 
I mean, I had friends who whose fathers worked down the mines. 
00:27:07 Speaker 2 
I had friends whose fathers, and one friend whose father ran a, you know, a chain of shops, that sort of thing. 
00:27:13 Speaker 2 
So it's, you know, it's a right mix. 
00:27:16 Speaker 2 
It's 
00:27:17 Speaker 2 
There's one thing about growing up in somewhere like Abergavenny, there was this mix, and it's like the thing that I always remember is that although it was a farming area, a market town, the industrial area was, say, at the top of the hill, if you like, about 6 miles away. 
00:27:35 Speaker 2 
And when the weather was right, there was a low cloud and it was still, you could actually see the glow in the sky and the steel in the steel works. 
00:27:47 Speaker 2 
So it was that close, but totally different. 
00:27:49 Speaker 1 
Yeah. 
00:27:50 Speaker 2 
Completely, I mean, it's completely, it's like 2 separate worlds. 
00:27:53 Speaker 1 
Yeah. 
00:27:57 Speaker 1 
Okay. 
00:27:57 Speaker 1 
Do you remember any kind of key Welsh events growing up or anything that stands out to you? 
00:28:04 Speaker 2 
Rugby matches. 
00:28:06 Speaker 1 
Yeah. 
00:28:07 Speaker 2 
Honestly. 
00:28:09 Speaker 2 
The best thing you do when you're at school, you'd be desperate to get a ticket for the internationals. 
00:28:15 Speaker 1 
Yeah. 
00:28:17 Speaker 2 
Because there wasn't a Welsh Parliament, there wasn't anything like that then. 
00:28:20 Speaker 1 
Yeah. 
00:28:22 Speaker 2 
And to a certain extent, legally, I mean, most of the stuff that affected Wales came from England anyway, at the time. 
00:28:31 Speaker 2 
So you just got, you know, it's just, but the identity came through Welsh rugby matches and singing the national anthem, that sort of thing. 
00:28:40 Speaker 2 
That's, you know, that's where you got more of a feel for it than you would you never get any. 
00:28:44 Speaker 1 
Yeah. 
00:28:48 Speaker 1 
When you left Wales, was that just for your job up in Scotland? 
00:28:53 Speaker 2 
Yes, it was. 
00:28:54 Speaker 2 
Yeah. 
00:28:54 Speaker 2 
That's the only reason. 
00:28:56 Speaker 1 
Yeah. 
00:28:56 Speaker 2 
If I hadn't had the job in Scotland and I got a job in Wales, I probably would have still been there now. 
00:29:03 Speaker 2 
Yeah. 
00:29:05 Speaker 2 
I know when they met Grandma. 
00:29:09 Speaker 2 
But yeah, I mean, it's like so many people, you know, that 
00:29:15 Speaker 2 
I mean, the chances, for example, when you finished university, you'll probably find you have to go and live somewhere else to get a job. 
00:29:23 Speaker 2 
Like when I left college, you look for a job in South Wales. 
00:29:28 Speaker 2 
I looked for a job locally if I could get one, but there weren't any. 
00:29:31 Speaker 2 
I couldn't get one in Bristol because that was close enough. 
00:29:34 Speaker 2 
The only job I was offered was up in Scotland, so I thought, right, you know, or London. 
00:29:40 Speaker 2 
And I thought, right, I'd prefer, you know. 
00:29:42 Speaker 2 
London was closer. 
00:29:44 Speaker 2 
But the cost of living was much higher and the money wasn't as good as the one in Scotland. 
00:29:48 Speaker 2 
So, no brainer, just to live in Scotland. 
00:29:52 Speaker 1 
Yeah. 
00:29:54 Speaker 1 
How long was it until you first came back to Wales after that? 
00:30:00 Speaker 2 
When I first went up to Scotland. 
00:30:03 Speaker 2 
Two weeks. 
00:30:04 Speaker 3 
Okay. 
00:30:05 Speaker 1 
Not long. 
00:30:07 Speaker 2 
No, I used to come back quite regularly. 
00:30:09 Speaker 2 
Okay. 
00:30:10 Speaker 2 
I had a girlfriend down in Wales at the time, long before I met grandma. 
00:30:15 Speaker 2 
So I used to come back partly for that, partly see mum and dad. 
00:30:18 Speaker 2 
And also, you find when you first leave home, you keep going back, and then gradually as time goes on, you don't go backwards so often. 
00:30:25 Speaker 2 
You build like in Edinburgh, you build your own life, and you make friends up there, and you meet lovely ladies like grandma. 
00:30:35 Speaker 2 
But then we used to go backwards and forwards a lot. 
00:30:40 Speaker 2 
We've kept, she likes the contact down in Wales. 
00:30:42 Speaker 2 
We've, when your mum and when I was growing up, we were down there a lot. 
00:30:48 Speaker 2 
You know, before we got married, your grandma and I were down there a lot. 
00:30:51 Speaker 2 
So, you know, I've never really, to a certain extent, never sort of broken the link completely. 
00:30:57 Speaker 3 
Yeah. 
00:31:00 Speaker 1 
Oh, what is that doing? 
00:31:02 Speaker 1 
Hold on. 
00:31:05 Speaker 1 
Okay. 
00:31:09 Speaker 1 
Off the back of that, what's the longest period you've spent away from Wales, roughly? 
00:31:19 Speaker 2 
Without going back to see relatives. 
00:31:21 Speaker 1 
Yeah. 
00:31:21 Speaker 2 
Like Linda and Jeff. 
00:31:24 Speaker 2 
Nine months, I suppose. 
00:31:26 Speaker 1 
Okay, yeah. 
00:31:27 Speaker 2 
The longest period we've been, we haven't been back to Wales for any reason. 
00:31:32 Speaker 3 
Yeah. 
00:31:35 Speaker 2 
It's about nine months is about the longest, isn't it? 
00:31:37 Speaker 2 
Yeah. 
00:31:38 Speaker 2 
Yeah, it's about 9 months and certainly less than a year. 
00:31:41 Speaker 1 
So not quite ancient. 
00:31:42 Speaker 2 
Even when we were in Scotland, we were back and forwards quite a lot, because I used to bring your mum down and then Louise. 
00:31:49 Speaker 2 
Louise was born in Northampton, so you'd bring your mum down a lot and we'd come down for holidays. 
00:31:56 Speaker 2 
You know, but why not? 
00:31:56 Speaker 2 
It was a holiday area, so it was nice to go down. 
00:31:59 Speaker 1 
Why not? 
00:32:01 Speaker 1 
So talking of mum and Lou, how much did your Welsh identity influence your parenting? 
00:32:08 Speaker 2 
Not a lot. 
00:32:09 Speaker 2 
I mean, if you, I mean, I think they're aware of clearly aware of the fact that your mum's, well, I'm Welsh and mum's Scottish. 
00:32:20 Speaker 2 
And I mean, your mum was born in Edinburgh, so she's Scottish by birth. 
00:32:23 Speaker 2 
But then she's, she left Scotland about the same time as I left Cardiff. 
00:32:29 Speaker 2 
So she was, you know, three when she, when we moved down here. 
00:32:33 Speaker 2 
So there is a recording somewhere, funny. 
00:32:37 Speaker 2 
We could never seem to have lost it. 
00:32:38 Speaker 2 
My mum was, your mum talking to my dad with a broad Edinburgh accent? 
00:32:43 Speaker 1 
Is that the Georgie one? 
00:32:47 Speaker 2 
The Georgie Porgie one. 
00:32:48 Speaker 2 
That's the, she was talking about the cat. 
00:32:51 Speaker 2 
A cat called Patch. 
00:32:53 Speaker 2 
She's got a broad Edinburgh accent when she's talking that, but of course she didn't take long at that age. 
00:32:57 Speaker 2 
She didn't take you long to lose it. 
00:32:59 Speaker 1 
Yeah. 
00:32:59 Speaker 2 
I suppose it's a bit like my accent and my grandma's accent. 
00:33:06 Speaker 2 
The Welsh accent I had is long, probably long disappeared. 
00:33:10 Speaker 2 
Your mum's Scottish accent has sort of softened over the years. 
00:33:13 Speaker 2 
There's still a hint of it, but when you compare it to, you know, my sister, she's still got quite a strong accent, but I've lost it. 
00:33:22 Speaker 1 
Yeah. 
00:33:24 Speaker 3 
Okay. 
00:33:25 Speaker 2 
She says I sound posh. 
00:33:29 Speaker 1 
I mean, I always think you still do sound Welsh to be fair, but not like. 
00:33:35 Speaker 1 
massively. 
00:33:37 Speaker 2 
When they do the National Trust stuff on a Friday, a surprising number of people you talk to say, which part of South Wales do you come from? 
00:33:46 Speaker 2 
It's still there, but it's not as strong as it used to be. 
00:33:49 Speaker 1 
Yeah, that's fair enough. 
00:33:51 Speaker 1 
Okay, last question. 
00:33:55 Speaker 1 
What's a holiday destination abroad that most reminds you of Wales or Abergavenny? 
00:34:00 Speaker 2 
I don't think of this one. 
00:34:07 Speaker 2 
I can't think of 1 because he pretended not to go to places that if he'd been abroad it'd say that Spain, Greece. 
00:34:17 Speaker 2 
Italy, we used to go to Italy a lot, so none of those look like Aberdeen either, more like South Wales. 
00:34:24 Speaker 2 
The only place we've been to that's got a vague, looks like anything that we've been to before is the Italian lakes, which are like the Lake District, but on steroids. 
00:34:36 Speaker 1 
Yes. 
00:34:39 Speaker 1 
Okay. 
00:34:39 Speaker 2 
I can't think of anywhere I've been to where the landscape 
00:34:43 Speaker 2 
would remind me of Wales at all. 
00:34:45 Speaker 1 
Yeah, no, that's not even. 
00:34:46 Speaker 2 
If you go to Britain, Brittany, where they speak Breton, which is very much like Welsh, but I don't think there's anywhere like Wales in which it's almost unique, you know? 
00:34:56 Speaker 1 
Yeah. 
00:34:57 Speaker 1 
Okay. 
00:34:57 Speaker 2 
I don't work anywhere when you're a child. 
00:35:01 Speaker 2 
Abergavenny is as good a place as any to grow up because it's, you know, it was a small town and you got all the small town 
00:35:12 Speaker 2 
stuff that went with it, you know, but you're growing up in a really beautiful area and, you know, you just enjoy growing up. 
00:35:20 Speaker 2 
It was just fun growing up. 
00:35:21 Speaker 3 
Yeah. 
00:35:23 Speaker 2 
Gramba loves it, you know. 
00:35:25 Speaker 2 
So, so does, so does Liam. 
00:35:28 Speaker 2 
The first time he went over, you couldn't be, he thought he was absolutely amazing. 
00:35:31 Speaker 2 
You know, it's in a nice, it's a lovely part of the countryside and it's right on the edge of what you might call proper wheels. 
00:35:39 Speaker 1 
Yeah. 
00:35:40 Speaker 1 
Kind of on the edge of the valleys. 
00:35:43 Speaker 1 
Yeah. 
00:35:43 Speaker 2 
I mean, I still like going back to Cardiff, you know, it's because that's where I was born, but it's all changed so much, you know, that it's nothing like when I was growing up, like most places. 
00:35:54 Speaker 1 
Yeah. 
00:35:56 Speaker 1 
Okay. 
00:35:58 Speaker 1 
Well, thank you. 
00:36:00 Speaker 2 
Okay, I hope that helps. 
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Section Two, Stage Two:
Personal History, linked to ‘Shifts’
Reflective mini essay

Reflective mini-essay relating ‘Shifts’ by Chris Meredith to my interview.
‘Shifts’ by Chris Meredith is a novel showing the lives and perspectives of Welsh people during the period of de-industrialisation, and the effect this had on them. It sometimes takes inspiration from the 1941 film ‘How Green Was My Valley’ which also centres around Welsh industrial life. As part of an oral and personal history project, an interview was conducted to see the similarities and differences between these types of media and individual’s experience in another valley in south Wales, and this mini essay aims to display these findings. 
The concept of masculinity is explored in the three medias. In the interview, Mr Barrowdale talks about being given a choice in his college course and career. He was not expected to follow in his father’s footsteps and work in the factory, but was instead encouraged by his parents to pursue art and photography. In ‘Shifts’ this concept is explored throughout the majority of the text, but can specifically be seen after the talk when there is a divide between those who then go for a pint, and those who do not.[footnoteRef:41] Those who do associate with the rugby and work, and those who do not with a lower level of confidence, something that is traditionally seen as a more masculine trait. In the film, masculinity is seen in Gwilym’s role as the man of the house. He is assertive and authoritative, both of which are traditionally seen as more masculine traits. This shows the varying levels of expectations of traditionally masculine traits and roles across the eras and valleys.  [41:  Pages 155-156] 

Politics are discussed in each media. In the interview, Mr Barrowdale remembers no specific leading party, but what would now be known as independent candidates, with a larger focus on the town council than there is today. In ‘Shifts’ an old ballot paper is found, showing the candidates trades but no party.[footnoteRef:42] In the film, the trade union is argued over in regards to striking over a drop in wages- the traditional working beliefs, versus the modern morals of the situation, and the impact that a communities opinion can have on a family. This shows how the political systems in south Wales have evolved over time. [42:  Page 127] 

The way that history is learnt varies throughout the medias. In the interview, history was taught to Mr Barrowdale through a curriculum, that became more complex and revealing the older he got, and mainly focused on English and some basic Welsh history. In ‘Shifts’ the trip to Hereford includes a visit to the Mappa Mundi.[footnoteRef:43] They talk of how no one bothered to research it properly before creating the map, suggesting there was some English oppression of Wales, especially as it was likely made in medieval England.[footnoteRef:44] In ‘How Green Was My Valley’ Huw learns maths and Latin, two very traditional and historic subjects. There is no clear indication whether he did learn History, but given this nature of the school, it is likely that he would have done. This shows that across the years, there are significant levels of English control and influence when learning about Welsh history. [43:  Page 197]  [44:  The Hereford Mappa Mundi ] 

Religion, namely Christianity, varies throughout the interview, novel and film. In the interview, Mr Barrowdale describes a harmonious community where three denominations coexisted peacefully in the town. He received little pressure to be part of and attend the church, but was involved in the religious community as a choir boy. In the novel, it shows displays secularisation over the centuries. In the medieval Mappa Mundi, Jerusalem is at the centre, highlighting its importance.[footnoteRef:45] By the time the community talk happens, there are old notes found on a chapel meeting discussing the destruction of religious concepts.[footnoteRef:46] In the film, Gwilym focuses most of his (parenting) principles and morals around Christianity. There is an expectation for everyone to attend chapel on Sundays and have the remainder of the day as one of rest and peace. The chapel is also used an agency of control by the elders, who like to call women’s ‘wrongdoings’ in front of the entire congregation, such as having a baby out of wedlock and being in love with someone other than the man she was arranged to marry, and did not even act on the feelings. This shows the impact of Christianity on small town, south Wales valley communities, and also suggests increasing secularisation over the years.  [45:  Page 197]  [46:  Page 155] 

The use of Welsh language changes across the medias. In Abergavenny, Mr Barrowdale was not taught it in school, but did pick up some pronunciations, such as place names, and some parts of the language over the years, such as the national anthem. This is in part due to being near the English border. In the novel, most of the literature within it appears to be in English, but many of the characters have Welsh names, showing a hybridity between the languages. In the film, again most of the characters have Welsh names, but they rarely speak the language. This, however, may be so the film reaches a wider audience. This reflects how much the Welsh language is limited and oppressed over the years, and how the geographic location of towns also influences the extent it is learnt.  
Women’s domestic roles are explored throughout the medias. In the interview, it is revealed that Mr Barrowdale’s mother stayed at home without paid work until his younger sister was old enough to independently walk herself to and from school. In ‘Shifts’ Judith’s role as a housewife is seen in making decisions on central heating costs and food shopping.[footnoteRef:47] In ‘How Green Was My Valley’ Beth and Angharad work around the men in the family, near constantly cooking and cleaning up after them. This shows how the different women are expected to split domestic tasks with their husbands.  [47:  Page 124] 

Returning to your home town is a concept that is explored in my interview, ‘Shifts’ and ‘How Green Was My Valley’. In the interview, Mr Barrowdale talks of how after leaving his home in Wales for Scotland, he visited Wales again after only two weeks, and has never spent more than an estimated nine months away from Wales. In ‘Shifts’ Keith reminisces about the old town he used to live in, in contrast to the interview, it has been so long since he returned that his memory of what it used to be like is somewhat hazy (“The spring had a Welsh name that he couldn’t remember.”)[footnoteRef:48] In the film, Huw never intends to return to his valley after packing up the family home for the last time. This shows how the different families and circumstances affected each of the Welsh men, and how this impacted their travel in and out of their home towns.  [48:  Page 16] 

Another theme explored is the natural spaces in the home towns. In the interview, Abergavenny is described as having an abundance of nature, ranging from more managed and man-made areas such as the park and back gardens, to the slopes of the hills surrounding the valley, most of which has not since been built on. In ‘Shifts’ Keith remembers where there used to be trees and how their presence affected the landscape before him and the activities within it, such as the volume of a conversation.[footnoteRef:49] In the film, the running theme throughout is how the landscape changes from the green Huw remembers as a boy, to being blackened and covered in debris from the coal mines over the years. This shows how the different levels of heavy industry affect the valleys. [49:  Page 17] 

Overall, the range of dates and valleys covered in the exploration of these medias displays how much the English systems have limited the expression of Welsh culture, and how the effects of deindustrialisation varied depending on near to an active industry the towns were- the film being the most affected, and Abergavenny the least. 
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