Debate – Global Tourism Tax 


SCRIPT (HOWEVER WENT OFF SCRIPT) 

Introduction 

(INTRODUCTION TO TEAMS ARGUMENT) 

Hello everyone, we have chosen Edinburgh as our debate topic.

Tourist tax is any measure to generate funds from tourists. It is a strategy for competing against tourists as well as a way to export taxes. Usually, the tourism industry fights back against levies. It is distinct from the value-added and other taxes that residents and tourists may be subject to.


1 FOR – KERENE

To help pay for upcoming infrastructure upgrades, Edinburgh will soon become the first city in the UK to impose a tourist tax. On Tuesday, November 1, the City of Edinburgh Council accepted the proposals, which will result in a £2 per person tax for each night a visitor stays in the city, up to a maximum of seven nights.

In other cities around the world like Valencia recently announced the implementation of a tourist tax for visitors staying in all types of regional lodging, including hotels, hostels, apartments, and campgrounds. 

This will be implemented in December 2023. 

Depending on where they stay, travellers can expect to pay between 50 cents and €2 per night for up to seven nights.

Despite this being new to some people, this law has been implemented in in Barcelona Visitors to Barcelona have to pay both the regional tourist tax and the city-wide surcharge. For guests in rental accommodation, the nightly tax costs €4 - with €2.25 going to the region and €1.75 to the city. Those who stay in a five star hotel also pay €1.75 to the city while the regional tax rises to €3.50.

This was introduced in 2012


’s authorities have said the increased tourist tax aims to attract ‘quality’ tourism over big visitor numbers.’s authorities have said the increased tourist tax aims to attract ‘quality’ tourism over big visitor numbers.


Authorities hope the fee will bring in €53 million this year and as much as €100 million in 2024.

If spain one of the worlds most popular country in terms of holidays, have implemented tourist tax, I don’t see why Edinburgh can’t do the same considering its popularity as the second most visited city in the uk.


1AGAINST – KIRST

The UK city outside of London with the most visitors is Edinburgh. The city council has argued that alongside its beneficial effects, this will also have negative external impacts including traffic jams, pollution, excessive pricing, and other inconveniences.

According to UK Hospitality, price competitiveness is its key justification for opposing the TVL. (Transient Visitor Levy). The business group has stated that an additional tax will disadvantage operators even more since the UK is one of only three EU nations without a reduced rate of VAT on accommodation. Personally, I think introducing TVL will eliminate Edinburgh's and UK's unique selling points and encourage tourists to explore and go to new destinations. 


FOR – KERENE 
 The goal of the TVL, according to the Council, is to ensure that Edinburgh retains its status as a city that is both culturally and environmentally sustainable. Instead of the plan having a negative impact on the environment, it will do quite the opposite considering how many people take sustainability into account when travelling.


The team at STR's Tourism Consumer Insights surveyed recent visitors to Edinburgh to learn how they felt about the tourism tax, and the results showed that 33% of visitors, the highest percentage I might add, supported the implementation of the tax. This best indicates how the plan's implementation won't have a significant impact on how tourists view the city.


AGAINST – KIRST


The majority of tourism taxes are implemented without considering the sector's needs, thus regional and local governments must exercise caution when putting up tourism-related policies.


[bookmark: _Int_N4nf5Nqx]Many people in Algarve, Portugal for example, argue that it will take years to see a true difference in what the government and city council want to change in order to improve the city.

FOR – KERENE 

On the other hand, some of the locals there do consider the tourism tax as a crucial method of generating income which will eventually as promised by their local council be "re-invested" back in the city. Which is the same promise the local council in Edinburgh are giving to the locals. In my opinion this will help build the trust between the locals and the council.

AGAINST – KIRST

The cost-of-living problem will have a significant impact on individuals as a result of the tourism tax's increase in ticket prices. with the introduction of the tourism tax. There may be a need for many visitors to hunt for alternate accommodation. In my opinion, this is where you'll notice a definite disparity and kind of discrimination between those who can afford it and those who can't.

FOR – KERENE 

Since Edinburgh is the second most visited city in the UK after London, the city generates a lot of money from tourists which helps the local council set up plans to help build or rebuild, tourist attraction and invest in future plans. I personally believe that this is a step to the right direction in terms of re building the city and keeping the income generating.


AGAINST – KIRST

With the implementation of the tourism tax, Edinburgh Airport, which typically receives 14.7M passengers annually, may experience a decline in visitors.

(Has a link)

Personally, I think people will start realise that travel taxes are pointless since they rarely generate enough money to offset the economic gains lost due to a decline in air travel demand.

FOR – KERENE 

According to a report submitted to the council's policy and sustainability committee, the move may generate an additional £5M to £35M in revenue each year. This is a very beneficial action to help support the city, especially after the pandemic, the money generated will aid local businesses and local tourist attractions to run easily. 

 (Has a link)

AGAINST – KIRST

There are numerous distinct accommodation classifications and business sizes. Although it may be fair in terms of treatment to levy a tax on all accommodation providers and categories. it could place significantly heavier compliance requirements on smaller enterprises. Exemptions for various types or sizes of accommodation, however, personally I think this may cause inaccuracies, and altering the types and sizes of accommodation covered throughout Scotland may further complexity.

Conclusion 

[bookmark: _Int_CNMh8PBn]In conclusion, tourism tax is fairly new in Edinburgh, the introduction of a tourism tax would be more widely accepted by the industry and tourists if there was concrete evidence over a few years. 
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