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Interventions and the policies to safeguard vulnerable Children
[bookmark: _Hlk58407780]Children experience lives in many ways influenced by many factors such as economic factors, social factors, environmental factors, genetic factors, physical factors and other factors coming from social construction. While some of the conditions might be favourable towards good growth and development of a child, some other conditions might not be favourable for a child to reach his/her maximum growth potential (McDowall, 2013). This essay aims at exploring on the case study of Jane and Jim who are young children and orphans facing a range of vulnerabilities towards coming up with a process of intervention, the policies on the case study, multi-disciplinary interventions and an evaluation of the interventions provided by the agencies with recommendations for further improvement. 
Jane is 6 years old and Jim is 4 years old. Their single mother who used to take care of them passed at their tender age therefore leaving them as orphans. Jane and Jim were taken by their uncle so that they can be taken care of. However, the uncle’s wife has been constantly mistreating the children, constantly assaulting them, forcing them to do heavy duties and sometimes not giving them food especially when their uncle is at work. Due to this, the mental and physical health of the children are at a very high risk. The children reported the issues to their uncle who didn’t take any action either. At their schooling age, the children are yet to go to school and these issues are raising a major concern from the neighbours who have been witnessing this happen. 
From this case study, the children are in a great state of vulnerability due to their age which makes it hard for them to stand for themselves. Being orphans, they have been left in a state in which there is no one to protect them except their uncle who has put them in a more vulnerable position of being harmed and abused by his wife. Having a parent is a very important thing for every child and it is not common for children to have no support at their tender age and being in this position puts them in a very vulnerable position. 
Children who lose their parents at a tender age becomes exposed to a great physical and psychological risk. Many children who are orphans are often abused and neglected while being put in a great risk of harm from other people. Children at their early stages of development undergo various cognitive, mental, physical, emotional and social development and requires close monitoring from parents. Having no parent leads to poor development of the child in all these aspects. Children brought up in unfavourable conditions may end up suffering from severe emotional and behavioural problems such as poor understanding of the world, aggressiveness which might impact their health and wellbeing in future (Sengendo and Nambi, 1997). 
Most children who are orphans are usually taken care in orphanages or by relatives as in the case of Jane and Jim. Some of the parties accorded with the responsibility of taking care of the children expose them to many risks such as poor nutrition due to inadequate or lack of food, harm such as heavy duties, physical harm, psychological torture and stress which have a great negative impact on the health and wellbeing of the child. Children requires affection and warmth from the parents and the adults during their development which fosters their growth. Fostering the growth and development of children requires both emotional, social and physical connection with the people taking care of them (Wright, 2015). Jane and Jim do not get this affection from the uncle and other adults and puts their normal development at a great risk and interventions should be put in place to promote their health and wellbeing. 
A child has been described as someone who is in a vulnerable stage of social, mental, physical and cognitive development, a child is also described as someone who is not fully grown. A child is legally defined as someone under the age of 18. Childhood is among the major aspects of human life. From all the perspectives, the concept of development, vulnerability and incompleteness is evident. It is provided that the concept of childhood came into existent in the mid of the 18th century and did not exist before then. Children used to be provided with biological needs during infancy and left to live on their own as soon as they are able to look after themselves (Tisdall and Samantha, 2012). 
Many factors affect child development from genetics which affects the structure of the cells, the appearance of the child, some aspects of personality such as emotional features, body chemistry among other features. The other factors include the social factors such as the experience since every experience in life especially during childhood have a great impact on the character, emotional features of an individual. The socio-economic status also affects the development of an individual (Lindon and Webb, 2016). 
There are also various people which affect the development of a child whether directly or indirectly, these includes the parents, the grandparents, the siblings of the child, the uncles, aunts, the friends of the child, the teachers and other people. These people directly or indirectly interact with the child in various aspects of development. The experiences of the child have a major impact on the development of the child’s thoughts, the feelings, the thoughts of the child and the skills in which the child will acquire. The negative experiences being faced by Jane and Jim therefore have a major impact on their development in all aspects (Walton and Goddard, 2013).
According to Bronfenbrenner's Bio-ecological Model of child development, the process of child development is made up of a complex interaction which takes place between the child, the people, the objects and other symbols which are in the immediate environment of the child. According to this theory, the child development process can only be effective if interaction occurs on fair grounds over a long period of time. The bio aspect of this theory recognizes on the major impact of biological factors such as genetics on the child's development. The ecological aspects cover on the immediate social interactions and their impact on the child’s development as well as the interaction between these social aspects (Patel, 2011).
Bronfenbrenner's Bio-ecological Model provides that the interaction between the various factors takes place in various levels, these includes the microsystem which is made up of the immediate factors which interacts with child and affects their development of the child such as the parents, the siblings, the teachers, friends and other people which interact directly with the child. The other level is the mesosystem which is the level which provides a medium for interaction between the various layers of the microsystem such as the interaction between the parents and the friends of the child. On the third level is the exosystem which makes up the factors which does not directly interact with the child but influences the Childs' development such as the parent's salary or type of work and other factors. The last level of this model is the macrosystem, this level is made up of the factors such as the cultural beliefs, the culture if the society, the customs and other factors such as norms and the religion (Learning theories, 2019). 
Vulnerability refers to the capability of the child to protect him/herself from abuse, harm or abuse. Vulnerability of the child also refers to the children who are affected by various factors such as age, death of parents, disability, lack of education, disability, malnutrition and morbidity which are at higher rates as compared to their peers. Vulnerability of children come from various sources which include young age, physical impairments, mental disability, provocative behaviour which might cause others to act negatively towards others, the powerless who regardless of the age or disability or any other factor and are dependent on others are vulnerable from harm, abuse and neglect from the parties to whom they are dependent from and other factors. Children who are powerless and depend on others are so vulnerable to harm from the parties they are dependent who due to the much power they give to them. This is exactly as in the case of Jane and Jim who are affected not by a tender age but also the problem of powerlessness since they depend on their uncle for everything which puts them at a great risk of harm, abuse and neglect. 
All children regardless of health status, sex, age, gender, race or any other condition are protected under the Children Act 2004 and the Children and Social Work Act of 2017 which provides that every person working with the children have a legal responsibility to not only safeguard the children but also promote their welfare. Under the acts, any person who engages in any activity which prompts harm, neglect or abuse of a child is punishable by the law (NSPCC, 2020). Therefore, the act of the uncle’s wife abusing and harming Jane and Jim is againts the law and legal action must be taken against them. 
The process of intervening in the case of Jane and Jim shall follow the process shown below: 
[image: ]
The first step shall be assessment where the Common assessment framework introduced by the green paper in 2003 shall be used (CWDC, 2011). Under this framework, all the information around the case of Jane and Jim shall be collected then analysed, then decision shall be made, implemented for intervening in the case and then evaluated. The second step shall be on planning where the course of action shall be decided to curb the issues being faced by Jane and Jim. Basing on the information from the case study of Jane and Jim, multi-agency working shall be applied on the plan whereby, the police shall be informed to take action on the uncle and her wife, and the social care team shall provide support to the children.
On the implementation phase, the police shall action to arrest the uncle and the wife, the support team on the other hand shall take the children into care, to provide them with all the physical, social, mental and emotional support for enough period of time to ensure that their quality of life is improved and that their health and wellbeing is restored. 
To evaluate this strategy, the outcomes shall be used where the current state of health and wellbeing of the children shall be compared with the outcomes at the state of evaluation whether positive or negative. This method of intervention is very effective in not only meeting the needs of the children: ensuring that they are not only safeguarded but also that their physical, social, mental and emotional needs to promote their health and wellbeing while ensuring that action is taken towards the perpetrators who is the uncle and his wife. 
To conclude, there are various ways in which this intervention would have been improved, this include identifying and including other members of Jane and Jim’s family. This is very important since it shall help them feel valued and respected in the process and making the whole process effective. Other members of the family play a major role in the intervention process which includes aiding in the decision-making process, voicing the needs and preferences of the service users, providing relevant assistance to multi-agency team and other functionalities (JQSH,2018). Besides that, a framework for communication between the agencies involved in the process should be have been developed where constant communication should continue for at least one year before closure of the process. 
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