




How do we remember? Using at least three examples, discuss the social, political and historical aspects of commemoration.
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During this essay I will be explaining different factors on how we remember, looking at memorials such as The Vietnam Veterans Memorial and the 9/11 Memorial, furthermore I will be looking at the poppy and monuments in order to discuss different aspects of commemoration. A commemoration is a usually undertaken in a form of a ceremony or a memorial this is where someone’s life or event is honoured, respected and remembered. The ceremonies often take place on an anniversary of that person’s death or birth. (Anon, 2017) For example, In London at the Cenotaph monument every year on the Sunday nearest the 11th November a remembrance ceremony is held, where everyone who is present at 11am has a two minutes of silence. This is to commemorate the soldiers lost in World War One and later battles. (BBC, 2014) The Cenotaph itself means “empty tomb”, there are no names on it allowing people to interpret the meaning behind it. (Imperial War Museums, 2017)

One way in which we remember is by memorials. In the United Kingdom there are more than 100,000 war memorials alone. They come in different forms such as cenotaphs, books, and plaques. A famous memorial in the United States is The Vietnam Veterans Memorial. This was created by an architecture student called Maya Lin. When she was 21 years old she won a competition which was to design a memorial for soldiers that had lost their lives during the Vietnam War. (ArchDaily, 2017) The memorial is composed of two elongated polished black granite triangles, her idea was that this would reflect the surroundings such as other monuments, trees and grass. These triangles were inset in to a hill, with the 57, 939 names who lost their life in the war inscribed in to it. This is shown by the photo below. (Vietnam Veterans Memorial, 2017)
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The memorial is situated between the Lincoln Memorial and Washington Monument, which brought the present and the future together. (Fund, 2017) When Lin was designing this memorial she said “I thought about what death is, what a loss is… a sharp pain that lessons with time, but can never quite heal over. A scar. The idea occurred to me there on the site. Take a knife and cut open the earth, and with time the grass would heal it. As if you cut open the rock and polished it” (American Institute of Architects Journal 72, 1983, P151) This means that over time due to this wall the pain society is feeling will lesson but it will never be over. This memorial is very important as it is a chance for people to observe and connect with the dead in a way, as they can touch the names and the wall itself which is very powerful. This is different as usually in memorials you are not allowed to interact with it. I think because of this memorial we remember the dead but also those their families. As unmarked beside each name is a mother, daughter, son, wife and husband whose life have forever been changed due to the war. 

Another way in which we remember is by visiting the places, for example the 9/11 Memorial. The 9/11 is a day which should never be forgotten this is when New York’s Twin Towers of the World Trade Centre collapsed after two hijacked aeroplanes crashed in to it. The hijackers were terrorists, 2,977 people were killed and over 6,000 others injured. (Library, 2013) The memorial for 9/11 consist of are two square reflecting pools/waterfalls where the twin towers once stood. At the outside of the pools on panels are all the names that were lost during the attack as the image below shows. (9/11 Memorial, 2017)
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The 9/11 Memorial museum helps people commemorate what has happened, and is a tribute in which to honour and remember the lives that were lost. The museum is a place of great sorrow where things have been preserved from the crash and many different people’s stories are told, for example photos of people jumping from the top of the tower to get out of there as they had no other choice. There are also phone recordings from loved ones, it is a very emotional place remembering the men and women who lost their lives during this tragedy.  Due to this terrorist attack, America has changed and is important to remember that “Together we stand, divided we fall” United States of America. This shows the unity in society, as everyone came together to help one another when they needed it the most. (National September 11 Memorial & Museum, 2017) We also remember tragedies like this, because one day we may prevent anything like this happening again, for example in America border security has now become increasing more alert therefore making it incredibly hard and near impossible for terrorists or people they dislike to get in. (Usnews, 2015)

We also remember by the action of what people do, for example in Russia in 1941 Joseph Stalin elected himself as the dictator. He later died in 1953, however he was an awful man killing over seven hundred thousand innocent people, that after his death his memorials were destroyed. (BBC Timelines, 2017) For example in 1956 in Budapest Stalin’s huge statue was demolished, this is presented below. (Stalin’s Statue, 1956)
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It is uncertain how many of them were destroyed as there wasn’t evidence they were created, however in 2010 in Stalin’s hometown Georgia his statue was removed. This did call a war of 5 days with Russia, but this was all done in order to commemorate and get justice for all the people he killed.

As previously explained above we remember by memorials, but who are those memorials for? According to War Memorials Trust the memorials are for the community, as they act as “historical touchstones”. They give people the opportunity to remember and respect those who have died by connecting the past with the present, and it is important for young people and future generations to recognise the scarifies made by past generations in order to protect and shape society for the better. (Warmemorials.org, 2017) Therefore “if we are to maintain our peace and freedom, we must always remember” (British Legion, 2017) This implies that we are free and should always remember the lives lost in order to make it this way.

As well as remembering through memorials, another aspect is the red poppy. The poppy is the symbol of remembrance, this is because they were the first things that appeared in the “battle scarred fields” in Western Europe, France and Belgium during the first world war. (British Legion, 2017) It is thought that the poppy should be worn on or coming up to Remembrance Day on your left so those who died are close to your heart. According to the British Legion “Remembrance is a part of modern British life, culture and heritage”. This is because it is very important to remember those who lost their lives protecting this country. Remembrance Day falls on the nearest Sunday to the 11th of November, every year featuring on the public calendar. On this day we as a country commemorate the soldiers lost in informal or formal ceremonies. During which at 11 o’clock there are 2-minutes silence, this is to symbolize that the war has ended and gives people the chance to remember those who have died.(British Legion, 2017) The British poppy is shown below. (Tower of London – Poppies, 2014)
[image: NSC-2014-09-14-London-00045.jpg]
In addition to this, poppies in other countries can be different for example in Scotland. The leaf on poppies do not appear, this is because it cost £15,000 extra to put leaves on all the poppies which is better spent elsewhere like on veterans. Also PoppyScotland states that the “poppy looks nicer too”. (Metro News, 2017) 

Despite that, according to the BBC nowadays people are saying that the poppy has become political and is used the justify war not commemorate the dead. For example, Jon Snow a news presenter refused on air to wear a poppy. He said viewers were “poppy fascism” as they asked him to wear one. In addition to this, he said he would wear one on remembrance Sunday with others but not on television. (BBC, 2015) In addition to this, according to the latest survey carried out by Consumer Intelligence, because of the recent military actions a large number of people mostly young citizens are refusing to wear the poppy. (Ladbible, 2017)
It is believed they felt “bullied” in to supporting the poppy appeal. However, the Royal British Legion said “If a poppy become compulsory it would lose its meaning and significance” this is because people would be forced in to wearing one without a choice, therefore the meaning behind it would just disappear. At least nowadays everyone has a choice and is respected. (Vitto, 2014) In addition to this, white poppies popularity has risen. The white poppy began in 1933 by the Peace Pledge Union, it symbolizes peace and does not “glamorise or celebrate war.” They also remember all victims, both civilian and military from all nationalities not just British Armed Forces. (Ppu.org, 2017) Therefore they are trying to change who people commemorate for on Remembrance Day, possible to include everyone who has been lost due to violence and war which in my opinion isn’t a bad thing.

This suggest that society is changing when it comes to remembering the people lost in battle. Today monuments have been built of famous singers and actors who have lost their lives. For example, in Camden’s market situated in London a statue of the singer Amy Winehouse was revealed on the anniversary of her birthday in 2014, which she would have been 31 years old. The statue is all in bronze apart from one red flower in her hair as shown below. (Amy Winehouse Statue, 2014)
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This is a permeant fixture and will allow fans to remember her as she was, as the artist tried to capture her “attitude and strength”.(Vitto, 2014) Furthermore, after the death of yet another singer called David Bowie in January 2016; fans have been leaving personal messages, flowers and items at a mural of David Bowie in central Brixton. This is because David Bowie was very influential among the music industry and with his supporters. (Brixton, 2017) In addition to this, recently a crowdfunding campaign has begun to be able to install an Aladdin Sane lightning bolt near David Bowie’s birth place in South London, this is reference to the album Aladdin Sane David Bowie produced. (Music, 2017)  Similar to that, in 1971 a statue of Jim Morrison was built at the cemetery his was buried in. Jim Morrison was a very influential singer and song writer from America at that time. Even today he still gets flowers and messages left at his grave. Despite that I would say the majority of young people don’t know who he is unless they googled him. (The Guardian, 2017) This is because we aren’t reminded who is, and died 46 years ago. In many years to come this could be the case with David Bowie. However, as technology is changing, we are reminded about the people lost through documentaries, social media sites, photos and films, that are easy to acquire.

Conclusion
To conclude, we do remember a number of different ways and even nowadays remembrance has become easier in a way, due to the advancement of technology. 
However, I do think the problem is people don’t want to learn about this stuff like the First World War because it was the past and feel like it isn’t significant. But is very important even to visit a one memorial or attend a ceremony as the amount of history and overwhelming sense of commiseration you feel is powerful. It can never just be replaced by a photograph off the internet. For example, when I was 3 the 9/11 terrorist attack happened, I didn’t understand what was going as because I was too young. Since then I have been lucky enough to visit the 9/11 memorial and museum. This attack was tragic and walking around listening and seeing the stories was very emotional, as it just hit you as soon as you walk in. This is why I believe as time moves on there should be more in place to remind young people about commemoration like making it compulsory to be taught for education as “remembrance is part of British life, culture and heritage”.(British Legion, 2017) 
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