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Introduction
My report delves into the identification of key aspects and characteristics of the UK political system, aiming to analyze both positive and negative impacts while also undertaking an evaluation of the system.

Main Body  
Part A

2:1:1
The majority of Members of Parliament (MPs) typically align with political parties, with most representing the party that forms the government after an election. The second-largest party assumes the role of the official opposition. MPs without party affiliations are designated as independents.
The United Kingdom boasts a diverse political landscape with numerous parties vying for representation in both the House of Commons and the House of Lords. Notably, during the 2019 general election, certain political entities achieved success in securing seats in the House of Commons. The following parties emerged victorious in this electoral contest.
· Alliance Party
· Conservative Party
· Green Party
· Labor party
           
The History of Political Parties
In the United Kingdom, a variety of political parties exist; however, the political landscape predominantly operates within a two-party system. Elections are conducted using the first-past-the-post voting system.
In the early stages of representative assemblies forming governments, the focus was on collective functions rather than individual parties. It was not until the 1600s that the concept of political parties emerged, notably during the dispute over excluding James, Duke of York (later James II), from the line of succession.


The genesis of the Whig and Tory factions can be traced back to the disagreement over excluding James, Duke of York. Coined during the debates over James II's accession, the terms "Whig" and "Tory" were originally pejorative. 
"Whig," rooted in Scottish Gaelic and historically associated with horse thieves, was adopted by those advocating for the removal of James II from power.
On the flip side, "Tory" originated as an Irish term connoting an outlaw, and it was applied to those who endorsed James II's right to ascend, even in the face of his Catholic faith.

The Glorious Revolution
The Glorious Revolution resulted in the removal of James II from the throne, which was then passed on to his daughter (Queen Anne) and son-in-law. This shift in power dynamics between the two parties marked a turning point.
 Subsequently, a more collaborative approach emerged, with Tories incorporating elements of Whig ideology into their stance.
Following Queen Anne's death, the fate of the Tories became uncertain. George I, nominated by the Whigs, assumed the throne, prompting the leader of the Tories to flee to France.
 Over time, the Whigs gained dominance in Parliament, with around 100 individuals, who still identified as Tories, maintaining their seats in the House of Commons.
These historical events laid the foundation for the enduring political party system in the UK today, characterized by the presence of a two-party system.

Definition
‘The two-party system is a political system in which two major parties lead the political environment.’




The two-party system in the UK is defined by a "majority" or "governing" party and a "minority" or "opposition" party. The majority party, holding the most seats, assumes the responsibility of governing the country for a predetermined period.
In the United Kingdom, general elections are held every five years to ascertain the makeup of the Parliament.
Political parties are categorized into the "left" and "right" wings, designations that signify their ideological positions. These classifications are common among political parties not only in the United Kingdom but also globally.
In my research, I discovered that the distinction between the right and left wings traces its roots back to the time of the French Revolution. 
In National Assembly meetings, proponents of religion and the monarchy strategically positioned themselves to the right of the president, while supporters of the revolution secured seats on the left, a deliberate arrangement aimed at avoiding confrontations. 
Right-wing politics support keeping things the way they are. In opposition to this, Left-wing politics supports change.
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Left-wing politics promote a societal structure marked by equality, seeking to achieve this through governmental interventions such as taxation, business regulation, and welfare policies.

Definition
‘Welfare policies aim to ensure the people in the society with the lowest income, have their basic needs met.’
Example:
In the UK the National Health Service (NHS) and the benefit system are the two main examples of the welfare state.

Right-wing politics supports traditional Hierarchies, minimal state intervention, low taxes, and the preservation of individual freedom, especially in economic terms.

Definition:
‘Traditional hierarchies refer to social hierarchies such as the aristocracy, middle classes and working classes, but also religious and nationalistic hierarchies. The last two that imply respect for religious figures and prioritizing the interests of one’s own nations over others.’


Example:
Laissez-faire capitalism is the economic system aligned with right-wing politics, advocating for principles such as private property, competition, and minimal government intervention. It asserts that the economy thrives and prospers through the forces of supply and demand, where the quantity of a product and its demand, along with individuals' pursuit of wealth, drive economic growth.

2.1.2 
Different Layers within the UK.
In my report, I will explore the intricate layers of the political landscape in the United Kingdom. The complexity of the UK government's structure traces its roots to historical developments, with the primary function of parliament being the enactment of laws. The legislative process involves thorough readings in both the House of Commons and the House of Lords before a bill can attain the status of law. This meticulous progression aims to ensure the societal benefit of the law, prevent the exploitation of individuals, and guarantee fair treatment. The key components encompass the executive, legislative, and judicial bodies, each wielding pivotal roles and functions in this multifaceted system.
The two chambers of the UK Parliament, namely the House of Commons and the House of Lords, operate to reflect the interests and actions of UK citizens. They serve the crucial roles of scrutinizing and challenging the government's actions, crafting and shaping effective laws, as well as engaging in debates and decisions on significant contemporary issues.
The House of Commons
The UK public elects 650 Members of Parliament (MPs) to advocate for their concerns and interests. These MPs play a pivotal role in the legislative process, as they have the authority to examine and assess new laws. Additionally, they scrutinize government policies by posing questions to ministers, either in the Commons chambers or within various committees, addressing contemporary issues.
House of Lords
The House of Lords serves as the secondary chamber in the UK Parliament. Its significant role encompasses the examination of bills, scrutinizing government actions, and conducting investigations into public policies.


 The different layers within the UK come with different structures of the local government in England, Scotland, and Wales.
In my report, I have discovered that the local government structures in the UK are a mess. There are 12,000 local councils from small parish and community boards to large, combined authority areas, covering some of the most popular cities in the country. 
Many authorities co-exist and often overlap, with groups of smaller councils subsumed under county councils, or grouped to form combined mayoral authorities.
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