Portfolio Part 2 – Commentary of The Crucifixion 
This manuscript image is taken from a French prayer book, dating back to the late 13th century. There are numerous details within this manuscript that can give us an insight into the purpose and symbolism, in regards to the scene of the crucifixion that the artist is representing in their own style.
The base of the image, as stated, is the crucifixion of Christ. Jesus hangs from the cross, with the nails in his hands and feet, crown of thorns on his head and a spear wound to the right ribcage area. These are all traditional aspects of the crucifixion, however, the artist has decided to add in both the spear wound and the soldier that is said to have given Jesus that wound, Longinus.[footnoteRef:1] There are many legends behind this spear, with it receiving names of ‘The Holy Lance’, ‘the Holy Spear’, ‘the Spear of Destiny’, or ‘the Lance of Longinus’. The Christian legend states that Longinus was a blind Centurion that stabbed Jesus, whilst he was on the cross. Christs blood then fell upon his eyes and cured his blindness.[footnoteRef:2] As this spear actually pierced the son of God, it became considered as a holy relic due to the fact that it had Christ’s blood upon it. After the crucifixion itself, Longinus is said to have converted to Christianity and later on in time, became a saint.[footnoteRef:3] In the image itself, Longinus is depicted as a ‘knight’. This could be to build a sense of familiarity between that of the Romans in the time of the New Testament and the everyday viewer of this manuscript. [1:  John, The Bible, trans KJV, http://www.av-1611.com/KJBIBLE.pdf [4th October 2018] p.623. John 19:32 - 34 ]  [2:  Shawn.T.Norris, Rome Across Europe, http://www.romeacrosseurope.com/?p=6805#sthash.6LUz4XGf.T0V6Ya4v.dpbs [4th October 2018]]  [3:  Shawn.T.Norris, Rome Across Europe, http://www.romeacrosseurope.com/?p=6805#sthash.6LUz4XGf.T0V6Ya4v.dpbs [4th October 2018]] 

Alongside Longinus, on the right side of the manuscript, there are two other figures. These are Balaam and the high priest. We know from the story of Balaam’s Ass that he was a wicked prophet and went against the will of God, until he was set on the right path when his ass saved him and God spoke to him.[footnoteRef:4] The high priest, Caiaphas, denounces and creates the hearing for Jesus by accusing him of blasphemy. During the hearing Jesus does not refute the claims that he makes, that he was King of the Jews, and therefore is found guilty of treason.[footnoteRef:5] This was all based on the fact that Caiaphas was jealous of Jesus and wanted to tarnish his reputation. The artist of this manuscript has included the three characters on one side of Jesus in an attempt to represent the figures that stood against God and have sinned. These are the people that Jesus died for and the reason that he had to make this great sacrifice for all of humanity. The artist illustrates this to remind the people of the medieval period that we have all fallen short of the glory of God and that we need to repent for our sins. [4:  Moses, The Bible, trans KJV, http://www.av-1611.com/KJBIBLE.pdf [5th October 2018] p.92-93. 22:2 - 23:13]  [5:  Jona. Lendering, Livius, www.livius.org/articles/person/caiaphas/ [5th October 2018]
] 

On the opposite side of the cross, there are three figures that reflect a more positive side of the Christian faith. Closest to the cross and Jesus is Mary. Mary has been pierced in her breast by a sword. This mirrors the prophecy that she was given by Simeon about a sword piercing through many of their hearts.[footnoteRef:6] This can also be reflected by the pelican at the top of the cross, that is depicted, in medieval legend, the young growing pelicans strike their parents with their beaks. Even though the parents have a vast love for their young, they strike back and kill their own young. Once three days have passed, the mother pierces her breast and allows her blood to slather the dead birds, bringing them back to life.[footnoteRef:7] The artist uses this imagery to parallel how Jesus died to save the sinners that struck him by sacrificing his blood for the medieval world.  [6:  Sr. Anne. Maire, Catholic365, http://www.catholic365.com/article/135/our-lady-of-sorrows-and-the-prophecy-of-simeon.html [5th October 2018]]  [7:  David. Badke, The Medieval Bestiary, ed. David. Badke, http://bestiary.ca/beasts/beast244.htm [5th October 2018] ] 

The other two figures on the same side of the cross of Mary are John the Baptist and Moses. John the Baptist represents the time in Jesus’ life when he was baptised. John saw Jesus as the son of God and told him that he did not need to be baptised. However, Jesus insisted that he was to be baptised showing his humility, in that he is just a person.[footnoteRef:8] With Moses, the artist shows the parallels between how Moses was meant to lead Gods people to the promised land and how Jesus, making the ultimate sacrifice, lead all peoples to the promised land, heaven. The illustration reassures the people of the medieval world that all people are Gods people and that, as long as they repent and live a good Christian life, they will be rescued in the rapture. The artist uses these characters on the opposite side of the cross, as a parallel to the point that was made earlier, there are ways to live a good life and get to the golden gates in the end. [8:  Matthew, The Bible, trans KJV, http://www.av-1611.com/KJBIBLE.pdf [5th October 2018] p.560. 3:13-17] 

Behind the entire image of the crucifixion, the artist has depicted the tree of life. This is the tree that Eve ate the apple of knowledge from and then offered it to Adam when they were tempted by the Devil in the form of a snake. This can mean a number of things, one being that the world was considered to be perfect before that first instance of sin. The sacrifice that God gave the world, in the form of Jesus, is a gateway to another perfect world, in that of heaven. Secondly, there is complete mirror imaging between the crucifixion and the first sin, as that is the reason that Jesus had to die for the people of the world. The way that the garden of Eden was the fall of man and that the crucifixion is the forgiveness at the end as Jesus died for the sake of the world’s sins, shows the methodology behind the artists illustration.
In conclusion, I feel that the artist is trying to show the people of the medieval world, the correct way to live and why the world should live it. He depicts characters that went against the will of God and has characters that have been through the miraculous throughout their walk with God. The image give hope to the medieval world but also warns them not stray from God.     
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