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Introduction,
This research report is based on Virtual learning research methods, more exactly Moodle on students’ learning experience in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus survey, will have 10 questions, based on this survey I will present the research of Primary and Secondary data. The results will be shown by using Pie charts and will be analysed, on the other hand I will summarise the findings and conclude my report.
Data Collection process, this is the procedure of rounding up and comparing information based on variables of interest in a rational and orderly fashion so that hypotheses can be answered from it along with questions and outcomes can be tested.
I have created ten questions intended for the Moodle platform users, I will gather information on Monkey Survey’s website from the University of Wales Trinity of Saint David’s students, to gather primary data for my research and analyse it. 
Research Methods
A research method is the method used to find information about something or someone using either the internet or other resources such as websites, as well as books and libraries. The research methods I used were mainly a survey and face to face questions, which proved to be quite effective and gave me a rough estimate on what everyone thought about Moodle, however if I didn’t have enough results I would have been able to use secondary data such as the already made reviews on the app through platforms you can acquire it from like Google Play or the App Store.

Primary Data 
This is the data represented by methods like specific studies through qualitative and quantitative data. Quantitative research is based on analytical research which is a type of study that used analytics to bring up information on whatever the individual is looking for.
Qualitative research is the analytical disclosing of certain practices and tests showing how they can be grouped for the finding of information. An example of a Primary data is a door to door survey that gets very many different opinions and views, thus being very easily done and without wasting too many financial resources other than time.
Secondary Data
This is data is gathered through second party sources like tests and surveys that have already been completed by other people and therefor are less reliable. Usually secondary data is more useful because it has already been done and it comes with perks like: saving time, allowing the person conducting to understand what they are dealing with better compared to spending costly resources on trying to come up with primary data.
According to Dillenbourg et all (2002) a Virtual Learning Environment is a virtual information bank that people can access for research and for learning, similar to an online library this however in very useful as it allows students to use it for completing assignments and other tasks they are set, however a virtual space means it also has interactional capabilities which suggests that interactions while using it are likely to happen, most are usually also now just activated when used but also structured up more along the way as people are allowed to add information to these resources that might be missing or was left out meaning that the people interacting are constructing the website also. Usually these information banks are really useful for people learning however some sites are just not developed enough and so need to be re developed and are in need of architectural work. Every site is constructed by many pieces that originate from many different people and so there must be a mechanism that verifies information before it is displayed, to verify that it is not fake information or inadequate things. The benefits of structuring such websites are that they are used to distribute information among the whole world which can be used for any type of research and by anyone looking for it. The only issues that might be encountered are that these information banks (websites) are not monitored 24/7, and cannot be compared to something like a book, even though a book is not classified as an environment it is still amazing for broadening one’s vocabulary and makes for a perfect subject to conversate with others about whereas a website might not be as famous as a world renown book that is famous because of the writer or it’s contents. A website however cannot be considered a learning environment unless there are discussions and arguments included as no one looking at the information knows what part is true or applicable unless someone else has the same issue and they come to an agreement about it, any type of communication, it is proven that it immensely helps for retaining information and also storing it in the long term memory section of the brain to then later be used for recalling information. Scientists have proved that when an individual is trying to retain information, they find it virtually impossible unless it has been stored in the long memory part of the brain where it can then be accessed and used. However everyone is different, and this means that everyone has a different style of learning, a different way or retaining information, one might listen to music when learning to concentrate, one might be in complete silence, one might have the tv on, one might need food because everyone is different which is why we are able to develop so much as a nation, because every person is good at something and combined it helps create something bigger. However places like a virtual museum are amazing for learning and retaining historic events and dates, however a presentation might only contain key points and might be more effective and easier to retain.







· Question 1 – Graph analysis
91% of the students that answered, responded with yes and 9% have responded with no. 
The vast majority of the people that answered have answered with yes and this is because Moodle provides an education platform that is easy to use for students and teachers. Moodle is great because it is able to personalise learning for each individual therefor being easy to use and helpful. The minority of the people answering have replied with no and this might be because they might enjoy classic pen and paper method for learning more as well as things like books and libraries for research instead of the internet.




The largest age group within the people answering the survey have revealed that they are eight teen and twenty four years  of age, this suggests that they are either beginning they higher education studies or nearing their ending that stage of their life. This suggests that the other set of people are learning to use them on their own and not in cooperation with a learning institution.



As a platform of learning, Moodle has demonstrated that it is very useful for students as it is easily accessible and handy for any help they require in coordination with the work deposited by their teachers and lecturers, it has also proved that it is very easily modelled to whoever needs it for their own learning as a secondary resource.








The majority of respondents who represent the 82 percent think that Moodle covers enough of the required content that needs to be learnt. And suggest that there is only a small amount of content that needed to be found elsewhere and researched through other sites like google. The small part of the people answering might again be the ones that prefer classic pen and paper styles of learning instead of using technology and online resources, however those people might also be using resources that come from the internet yet it might be easier to understand a book rather than a website, personal preference is also a big part in this.



Out of the people that have responded, 73 percent have suggested that it is fairly easy to get the information they require from their lecturers through Moodle. Because Moodle is an open source solution for online learning, it is therefore easily accustomed to an individual’s personal needs to help them, therefor the information given by lecturers is easily divided in only the information that the person is looking for. 




The majority of the people answering the survey have suggested that before university they did not know what Moodle is, thus suggesting that this platform is not widely used outside of the learning circle, however the small percentage of people answering the survey have suggested that they have used or know about it before entering university thus suggesting that they have had previous educational encounters for things like college and secondary school.



Students are likely to use the Moodle platform in a larger scale such as a college or a University because it is easily manageable and also easily adapted to ones needs for learning capabilities.



Eighty two percent of the people responding have said that Moodle has positively impacted them because they were able to use the platform anywhere and any time they pleased making it very easily usable for anyone. It is also a very good platform because it is very flexible according to the feedback that it receives.



No further information on how Moodle works as a platform is required by any of the people responding to the survey.

For secondary data I have analysed reviews of Moodle given by students and also lecturers that have used the platform regularly. A large part of the platform’s users have suggested that: 

· Easy to operate
· Dashboard is easy to use
· Easy connection between students and lecturers
· No licensing fees
· Strong support from it’s community of users and developers
· Very effective as a professional user interface

According to Kiser (1999) some issue that might come up with virtual learning might be that the students practicing it might start feeling isolated and frustrated which will cause anxiety, this might also cause learning interactivity to be reduced as less people take it seriously and stop bothering with it. The people using these online learning platforms are students, and the things that change between a normal, physical learning environment and an online, virtual learning environment are that there is a change in control over how the platform is used because students do not feel that there is the same type of leniency being applied when they are not physically learning.


With this report analysing primary and secondary data I have concluded that major part of the responders answering the survey have knowledge about Moodle learning platform and are using it successfully, this is helping students in the process of learning for receiving the right information from the lecturers. I have gathered secondary data about Moodle such as scholarly articles and theories to sustain my work.    
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Did you hear about the platform Moodle before university?	
Yes	No	36.36	63.64	

How likely are you to use Moodle on a scale from 1-10?

Sales	
1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8	9	10	9.6999999999999993	7.6	9.1	8.1999999999999993	2.2999999999999998	10	3.5	7.4	7.4	10	5.4	


Is Moodle having a positive impact on you?	
Yes	No	81.819999999999993	18.18	


Do you have any questions about Moodle?	
Yes (Please specify)	No	0	100	


Do you use Moodle?	
Yes	No	90.91	9.09	


What age are you?	
18-24	25-34	35-44	55-64	Other (Please specify)	36.36	9.09	36.36	18.18	Column1	
18-24	25-34	35-44	55-64	Other (Please specify)	0	


In learning your courses does Moodle have an important role?	
Yes	No	90.91	9.09	


Do you find enough information on moodle?	
Yes	No	81.819999999999993	18.18	

Do you find it easy to get the information trough Moodle from the Lecuturers?

Do you find easy to get the information trough Moodle from the Lecuturers?	
Yes	No	72.73	27.27	

