What postcolonial (literary critics do): 
1. They reject the claims to universalism made on behalf of canonical Western literature and seek to show its limitations of outlook, especially its general inability to empathise across boundaries of cultural and ethnic difference. 
2. They examine the representation of other cultures in literature as a way of achieving this end. 
3. They show how such literature is often evasively and crucially silent on matters concerned with colonisation and imperialism (see, for instance, the discussion of Jane Austen's Mansfield Park in the example described below). 
4. They foreground questions of cultural difference and diversity and examine their treatment in relevant literary works. 
5. They celebrate hybridity and 'cultural poly valency', that is, the situation whereby individuals and groups belong simultaneously to more than one culture (for instance, that of the coloniser, through a colonial school system, and that of the colonised, through local and oral traditions). 
6. They develop a perspective, not just applicable to postcolonial literatures, whereby states of marginality, plurality and perceived 'Otherness' are seen as sources of energy and potential change
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