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Based on evidence from current research and policy as well as on data gathered from a group questionnaire, critically discuss an inclusive approach to supporting the needs of a particular group of pupils.  Focus on one specific learning difficulty, disability or additional need for your discussion.
Use ICT skills developed within the module to present your findings.

Throughout this essay one specific additional need , disability, or learning difficulty will be critically discussed. The writer will use current research policies to do this, as well as data collected from an online questionnaire sent out to multiple Primary Schools across the country of Wales. The area of focus for this essay is the effects of poverty and its association with the attainment gap. Poverty is classed as an additional need, not an additional learning need. However, it is stated in a Joseph Rowntree Foundation report that “SEND (special educational needs and disabilities) can be a result of poverty as well as a cause of poverty” (Shaw et al. 2016, p. 5). 

To collect primary data from Primary Schools across South Wales, an online questionnaire was created. This was done on Google Forms as part of the group section of this module. The group was made up of the writer and four colleagues. Initially the group looked at 5 different additional need , disability, or learning difficulty. This included, but not limited to, mental health problems/disorders, dyslexia, and poverty. After discussing and evaluating the research each member of the group found, poverty was decided upon. The group decided on this, not only due to the research, but also due to past personal experience with all members of the group having experience with this topic. Once decided on the overall topic of poverty, the group then investigated different aspects in relation to this. Two of which being the impacts poverty has on mental health and special educational needs in relation to poverty. Following this the group came to the conclusion to focus primarily on the effect’s poverty may have on the attainment gap. Then together the group formulated the questionnaire. 

There are many different ways to describe poverty, and many ways to measure poverty. For example, when looking up poverty in the dictionary it is stated as “The state of being extremely poor” (Oxford Dictionary). There are also many different areas of poverty. However, for the sake of this essay the writer will be using the most common denominator of poverty, which is relative income poverty. Welsh Assembly Government defines a person as living in relative income poverty if “he or she is living in a household where the total household income from all sources is less than 60 per cent of the average UK household income” (Welsh Assembly Government, 2018). This is the most common way of measuring poverty not just in the United Kingdom, but internationally, according to the Joseph Rowntree Foundation (JRF) 2018 report ‘Poverty in Wales’.

By dictionary definition of inclusion, it is meant that “The action or state of including or of being included within a group or structure” (Oxford Dictionary). When discussing the meaning of inclusion within education, there are many more factors. For example, in an Ofsted report it is stated that being inclusive, in an educationally inclusive school, does “ not mean treating all pupils in the same way. Rather it involves taking account of pupils' varied life experiences and needs.” (Ofsted, 2000, p.7). From this, one can gather that inclusion, especially within education, is not treating every child equally, but treating the children with equity. The writer observed a great example of this whilst on professional teaching experience in a school in South Wales. The educator utilised teaching assistants to enhance those pupils reading opportunities whose parents did not read with them at home. This enabled these pupils reading ability to develop and worked towards them achieving their end of outcomes. 

It is stated in 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights that education is a basic human right, therefore all persons are entitled to it. This is stated again as Article 28 of The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1990). Article 2 of The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child is also closely related to this, as the article is a non-discrimination section. In the summary of the Rights of a child, it is stated “The Convention applies to every child without discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status, whatever they think or say, whatever their family background” (UNICEF, Date Unknown). Inclusive education is a statement used to express the fundamental right of access to education, and not exclusion. 

“Child poverty is unacceptable and levels in Wales remain stubbornly high.” (Welsh Assembly Government, 2015, p.1) This was stated by Lesley Griffiths, who is the Minister for Communities and Tackling Poverty, in the 2015 Welsh Assembly Government document Child Poverty Strategy for Wales. Griffiths also goes on to state that one in three children are living in a low income household. The latest data showed that there are 185,000 children currently living in poverty across Wales (JRF 2018). Although statistically child poverty in Wales has gradually decreased in the past 20 years, falling from 36% in the years 1994/1997 to 29% in the years 2003/2006, it is evident that child poverty is still a large problem. This is known because, although the percentage of children living in poverty in Wales is similar to the percentage in England, Wales currently has the highest percentage when the data from Wales, England, Scotland, and Northern Ireland was collected. JRF was a good source for the statistics of this. 

The questionnaire, that was sent out to multiple schools across South Wales, was put in place to allow the writer and the other members of the group to grasp a better insight into how and if poverty effects the attainment gap. From the data primary data collected the writer will be able to connect the answers to policies or documents already put in place. This will allow the writer to then discuss ways in which to improve the problems in the attainment gap, that poverty is the cause of. 

The questionnaire was sent to various councils of Wales and received replied from the following: 25% of the replied were from Pembrokeshire Council, 50% from Rhondda Cynon Taff Council, and 25% from Neath Port Talbot Council (figure 1).The participants that took part in this questionnaire had a mixture of job titles, which are Headteachers, Classroom Teachers, and Foundation Phase leader (figure 2). Collecting data from a variety of job roles will ensure that the overall data will be a true representation of the whole primary school, rather than just one phase.
Figure 1: 
A pie chart to show the participants local authorities.
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Figure 2:
A pie chart to show the job titles of the participants.
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The question ‘How many children in your class receive free school meals?’ was asked in the questionnaire. There were seven responses to this (figure 3). Despite only making up one quarter of the responses, it is clear from the data that the primary schools within Pembrokeshire Council receive the highest number of children from a low economic background. With responses 4 and response 5 being from primary schools in Rhondda Cynon Taff, responses 2, 6, and 7 being from primary schools in Pembrokeshire, and responses 1 and 3 being from primary schools in Neath Port Talbot.

Figure 3
Whilst researching in relation to how many children receive free schools the Save the Children ‘Child Poverty Snapshots The local picture in Wales’ document was found. In this it states “9,783 (25%) of pupils in Rhondda Cynon Taf are eligible for free school meals compared to the 18.2% national average” (Save the Children, 2012, p.20). It is also expressed in this document that only 31% of pupils in Rhondda Cynon Taf that are entitled to receive free school means, are not currently receiving them. 

In primary schools across Neath Port Talbot, 21% of pupils are eligible for free school means. However, similar to Rhondda Cynon Taf, 27% of the pupils that are eligible for free school meals, do not receive them. Even though there is a less percentage of pupils entitled to free school meals in Neath Port Talbot, compared to Rhondda Cynon Taf, it is still over the national average of 18.2%.

Unexpectedly when looking at the data provided for the primary schools in Pembrokeshire, it is quite different to the primary data collected from the questionnaire. From the results collected from the questionnaire, Pembrokeshire made up 73% of the results. However, in the Save the Children document it is stated that 16% of pupils in Pembrokeshire are eligible for free school meals, compared to the national average of 18.2%. Although out of the three councils discussed, Pembrokeshire has the lowest percentage of pupils entitled for free school meals, it has got the highest percentage of eligible pupils not receiving them. “34% of children and young people who are eligible for free school meals are currently not receiving them” (Save the Children, 2012, p.18).

In relation to the question asking how many children in your class receive free school meals, the next question was ‘How many of these children are currently achieving their year outcome/ level in Numeracy and Literacy’ (see figure 4 for results). The reasoning behind this question was due to a statement David Egan made in his 2013 report ‘Poverty and low educational achievement in Wales: student, family and community interventions’. In this report Egan stated, “Studies have found that under-achievement in children in Wales receiving FSM may be a significant problem from nursery class onwards” (Egan, 2013). However, the research gathered from the questionnaire contradicts this. From the primary data gathered it is evident that 24 pupils out of 33 (which is 73%) are achieving their year outcome/level in Numeracy and 23 out of the 33 (70%) pupils are achieving this with Literacy.

Figure 4

Further to support that there is a split opinions and evidence, on the statement just discussed, is the results to a question regarding  a statement made by Goretti Horgan in 2007. The statement in question is “There is considerable evidence of a link between areas with high levels of deprivation and lower levels of educational attainment”(Hogan, 2007) To what extent do you agree with this statement in relation to your school?. The pie chart below (figure 5) is to show that, even among the participants, there is a divide in opinion about this. Which matched the fact that the primary data gathered from the questionnaire, and the statistics Egan did not correlate, however both were correct. 

Figure 5:
A pie chart to show how much the participants agreed or disagreed with the following statement. “There is considerable evidence of a link between areas with high levels of deprivation and lower levels of educational attainment”(Hogan, 2007).
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Many educational barriers can be in place as a result of child poverty. The graph below (figure 6) shows what the participants to the questionnaire believed to be factors of educational barriers as a result of poverty. 














Figure 6:
Through the results of the data collected it is clear to see that lack of parental involvement is  high among children from low economic backgrounds. It is apparent ant that this is a large problem as it is the first and only time all 8 respondents all agreed/voted for the same answer throughout the entire questionnaire. There are many theorists that support the statement that lack of parental involvement is a large problem when it comes to educational barriers as a result of child poverty. There are many reasons to why parents, or guardians, of a low economic background. Katz cited multiple theorists, in the 2007 report ‘The relationship between parenting and poverty’, that agree that lack of parental involvement, with children living in poverty, creates educational barriers. Some of the reasons why children have these barriers due to their parents is as followed “low-income parents are less likely to be nurturant or to supervise their children adequately, and more likely to use inconsistent, erratic and harsh discipline (Elder et al., 1985; Larzelere and Patterson, 1990; Harris and Marmer, 1996; Ghate et al., forthcoming)” (Katz et al. 2007 p.13).

 To expand further on lack of parental involvement, another reason why being a parent in poverty could affect a child’s education is because the often parents themselves have “low levels of education and few qualifications, lack of access to jobs and services, isolation, mental and physical ill health and domestic violence.” (Katz et al. 2007 p.1). The writer has observed this issue whilst on professional teaching experience in a primary school in West Wales. One of the children in the class found it very difficult to read, write, and spell. When looking further into this, and discussing the matter with the class teacher, the information was given that the parent of the pupil never reads with the child at home. The writer discovered that they did not read in the house because the child and parent did not own much reading material, another factor playing into this was that the parent of the pupil could not read very well herself. All this data was obtained from speaking with the class teacher of the child. A way the school was attempting to fix this problem, that occurred with many more of the pupils, was by doing an intervention with both the pupil and the parent. Once a week, after school, the parent would stay for an hour and sit with the pupil and the teachers. Together they would read together, often the staff would sit back facilitate the parent trying to read with the child, rather than leading it. This allowed both the parent and child to learn, but in an environment that they felt safe in, and one where they were able to get help from when they were not sure how to read a word. This would benefit the pupil, by creating a bond over Literacy with the parent, but also allows for opportunities for reading to be done at home without needing a facilitator to help. A study from 2011 expresses that by reading aloud to children, it develops “significant, positive effects for read aloud interventions on children’s language, phonological awareness, print concepts, comprehension, and vocabulary outcomes” (Swanson, et al 2011).

One question in the questionnaire touched upon the decrease in the attainment gap between those eligible for free school meals and those who are not, within the core subject. A good source for this information was National Statistics Wales, 2018. The question then went on to ask if the participants they agreed that, in their school, there is an attainment gap caused by poverty. The findings are displayed below (figure 7). As seen in the pie chart, the majority of the respondents either strongly agreed or agreed with the statement that poverty has caused an attainment gap within their school. 37.5% either disagreed or strongly disagreed, and 12.5% of the participants neither agreed nor disagreed. The questionnaire then asked the respondents to expand further on their reasoning for choosing the answer they chose. One respondent stated that when children enter school delayed they have so much to catch up on and in the meanwhile those who enter at or above expected level have moved forward in their learning. Sir Gar Carmarthenshire stated in their Task & Finish Review 2015/16 Final Report that “Children from poorer backgrounds lag at all stages of education.” (Child Poverty Action Group, cited by Sir Gar Carmarthenshire, 2016, p.7). Whereas another participant expressed that they believe that the attainment gap is not necessarily caused by poverty, yet it goes hand in hand with poor attendance and lack of parental involvement. As discussed earlier, lack of parental involvement is a large side effect from poverty that can affect a child’s education. 

Figure 7:
[image: C:\Users\Etain Adams\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\66E05F6B.tmp]A pie chart to show if participants agreed that, in their school, there is an attainment gap with poverty being the cause.
Throughout this essay so far, the educational barriers as a result of poverty have been discussed. Now the solutions, or at least starting solutions, to fixing these educational barriers will be discussed. The participants of the questionnaire were asked which of the following school initiatives do they think will reduce educational barriers related to poverty, with a variety of options to choose from (figure 8). The graph shows Literacy support would be one of the most effective solutions, with 87.5% of the respondents agreeing. Second from that is extra-curricular activities, with a 75% response rate. Then thirdly Breakfast Club, with a response rate of 62.5%. The ‘other’ answers that the participants expressed are Numeracy support, not just Literacy support, and opportunities for development through the expressive arts (Appendix 1). 













Figure 8:
A graph to show which following school initiatives participants believe would reduce the educational barriers related to poverty. 


There is many research and evidence to show that Literacy support can play a huge factor in closing the attainment gap closed by poverty, one of which was expressed by a 2014 Save The Children document. In this document it is stated that “international comparisons demonstrate that low levels of Literacy have a closer association with low earnings and unemployment” (Save The Children, 2014, p.15). In relation to this, support with Numeracy can be just as effective. Education through Regional Working (ERW) expresses that “Although most schools provide staff with extensive training on teaching Literacy to all pupils, fewer prioritise Numeracy and very few plan training on how to alleviate the effects of poverty on individual learners for whom disadvantage creates barriers to learning.” (ERW, 2018, p.2). what is meant by this is that educators cannot close the gap with attainment, in relation to poverty, with literacy support alone. As well as Literacy needed in day to day life, so is Numeracy. Andreas Schleicher states “people with poor numeracy skills are more than twice as likely to face unemployment” (Schleicher, Date Unknown). Which is proof that in order to close the attainment gap caused by poverty, Literacy support, as well as Numeracy support is needed. 

The results show that 75% of the participants believe providing pupils with extra-curricular activities can help close the attainment gap in relation to poverty. A BBC article, by Education reporter Katherine Sellgren, from 2016 shows a vast amount of research to support this. Sellgren states “Poorer primary children who had taken part in after-school clubs were found to get better results at age 11 than peers from similar homes who had not” (Sellgren, 2016). Within this article Sellgren refers to a study by the Nuffield Foundation. It is expressed that the study found that taking part in activities after a school day can play a key role in closing the attainment gap that has been developed due to poverty. It is also stated that “Compared with disadvantaged children who did not attend after-school club at the age of 11, those who attended after-school club one or two days per week had made significantly more progress than predicted” (The Nuffield Foundation, cited by Sellgren, 2016). 

It is already known that children from a low economic backgrounf are eligible for free schools meals
It is already known that children from a low economic background are eligible for free school meals, rather than paying for school meals or taking a packed lunch. However as stated earlier, there is a large percentage of children who are entitled to free school meals, yet they are not receiving any free school meals. This could be for many different reasons; the families may not know that they are entitled to receive free school meals, some families may choice not to receive them for personal reasons, it all depends on the family. In order for children from low economic backgrounds to still be receiving food and nutrition, the data collected suggests that schools could provide children with a Breakfast Club. This can be a starting solution to fixing educational barriers in relation to poverty because studies have shown that having a Breakfast Club can make a significant effect on a pupil’s attainment, attendance, and social skills. Donna Wynd expresses this in her 2011 document for Child Poverty Action Group, as well as discussing many other theorists, such as Agostoni and Brighenti, who agree. Wynd states “Eating a good quality breakfast has been found to slow the rate children’s cognitive performance declines during the morning” and that “hungry children do not learn” (Wynd,  2011, p.31). There is probability that some schools do not run this program due to not having the funding to feed a high number of children every morning. However, often schools get sponsored by companies, or have programs organised with companies, in order to run a Breakfast Club. A few examples of this would be the Greggs Foundation, the Kelloggs Breakfast Club Network, Tesco Magic Breakfast, and many more.

“Since 2010, children from lower-income backgrounds have been catching up with those from better-off backgrounds on educational attainment, but they remain much less likely to leave school with good qualifications.”  (JRF, 2018, p.1) In conclusion to how we, as a society and as educators, can go out solving the issue of the attainment gap caused by poverty is persistence. Throughout this essay the writer has expressed many barriers, educational barriers, and reasons as to why those barriers are there. In the last section of this essay four main ways; Literacy support, Numeracy support, extra-curricular activities, and Breakfast Club, were discussed. By following the methods mentioned throughout this essay, teachers will be able to make small changes to their teaching and learning approach, which will have a big impact on a learner’s attainment in the long term. By giving pupils from a low economic background the support they need with education, as well as with well-being, educators will be taking an inclusive approach to teaching and learning. Educators do this through the means of equity, as discussed early on in the essay.
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A graph to show how many children in the participants class receive free school meals?
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A graph to show the number of pupils, that receive free school meals, achieving their year outcomes in Literacy and Numeracy
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A graph to show how many participants believed this educational barrier was a result of poverty among children from a low economic background
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