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Formative Deconstructing Research Projects Exercise

Introduction

Research papers may be written for a variety of reasons. Some seek to answer a question in the mind of the researcher, perhaps arising from a previous area of interest. For example, during the course of her previous reading and research on Welsh medieval monasticism, Janet Burton became aware of three disputed elections at Strata Florida. She began to consider how she might better understand the possible causes and consequences of these conflicts. [footnoteRef:1] Burton’s reading of Heale’s analysis of similar disputed elections in English monasteries suggested a potential approach. [footnoteRef:2] She went on to summarise what was already known about the subject from this and other works before searching out primary source material. Some primary sources had been catalogued and compiled by previous authors. Other primary sources were available by searching archives and specialist repositories. She uses these materials to construct a nuanced narrative describing the causes, cut and thrust and consequences of the episodes of conflict. [1: Janet E. Burton, ‘Authority and Conflict at the Cistercian Abbey of Strata Florida’, Welsh History Review/Cyclchgrawn Hanes Cymru, 29/3 (2019), pp.377-407. Pp.377-8.]  [2:  Janet E. Burton, ‘Authority and Conflict at the Cistercian Abbey of Strata Florida’, Welsh History Review/Cyclchgrawn Hanes Cymru, 29/3 (2019), pp.377-407. pp. 379-80. The work which inspired her was Martin Heale, The Abbots and Priors of Late Medieval and Reformation England (Oxford, 2016), pp. 34-7.] 


Others might become interested in a problem already under consideration and bring their expertise to bring new insights. For example, in support of the recent publication of her translation of The Annals of Dunstable Priory, Heather Webster brings her expertise in palaeography to demonstrate and potentially identify the authors for particular sections, going on to consider how the opinions and the perspectives of those authors influence the narrative.[footnoteRef:3] Like Burton, she summarised what is already known and sought out supportive primary sources. However, in her case the most important primary sources were no doubt the original manuscripts of the Annals themselves since she wished to apply her skills as a palaeographer to uncover different hands at work in the composition.  [3:  Harriet Webster R. Webster, The Annals of Dunstable Priory: From Living Memory to Written Record in a Thirteenth Century Textual Community”, Journal of Medieval Monastic Studies 9 (2020), pp. 147-173.] 






1. Primary Document Categories

These are presented here as lists, with explanation and examples in the footnotes.

Burton refers to a wide range of primary sources, for example:

a. Public Records
(i) Petitions to the English Crown[footnoteRef:4] [4:  These include appeals and grievances issued to the Crown by the abbot. They are recorded in several places, for example: Calendar of the Close Rolls, Preserved in the Public Record Office (London, 1902-), 1279-88, pp. 407-8.; Calendar of the Patent Rolls Preserved in the Public Record Office (London, 1891-), 1343-45, p 231. ; Doris M. Stenton (ed), The Great Roll of the Pipe for the Thirteenth Year of the Reign of King John, Michaelmas 1211 (London, 1953).; Patricia M. Barnes (ed), The Great Roll of the Pipe for the Fourteenth Year of the Reign of King John, Michaelmas1212 (London 1955).; Patricia M. Barnes (ed), The Great Roll of the Pipe for the Sixteenth Year of the Reign of King John, Michaelmas 1214 (London, 1962).] 

(ii) Responses from the English Crown[footnoteRef:5] [5:  The Register of the Black Prince contains a number of these, for example: 
E 36/144, fol. 1cv: calendared in The Register of Edward the Black Prince Preserved in the Public Record Office, 4 vols (London, 1930-3), I, p. 2; E 36/144 fol. 36v: calendared in The Register of Edward the Black Prince Preserved in the Public Record Office, 4 vols (London, 1930-3), I, p. 44
E36/144, fol. 121v: calendared in The Register of Edward the Black Prince Preserved in the Public Record Office, 4 vols (London, 1930-3), I, p. 132
] 


b. Official Records
None identified

c. Ecclesiastical Records
(i) Episcopal Registers[footnoteRef:6] [6:  For example, R. C. Fowler and C. Jenkins (eds), Registrum Simonis de Sudbiria, Diocesis Lundoniensis, AD 1362-1375, 2 vols, Canterbury and York Society, 34, 38 (1927, 1938), II, pp. 77, 80, 82.; J. H. Parry (ed.), Registrum Johannis de Trillek, Episcopi Hereforensis, AD MCCCXLIV-MCCCLXI, Cantilupe Society (1910) and Canterbury and York Society, 8 (1912); J. A. Twemlow (ed.), Calendar of Entries in the Papal Registers relating to Great Britain and Ireland: Papal Letters, IX (London, 1912), p. 424] 

(ii) General Chapter Records of Monastic Orders[footnoteRef:7] [7:  For example: J.-M. Canivez (ed.), Statuta Capitulorum Generalium Ordinis Cisterciensis ab Anno 1116 ad Annum 1786, 8 vols (Louvain, 1933-41), III, p494 (1344/65).
] 



d. Deposited Records
(i) Poetry[footnoteRef:8]. [8:  For example, works composed by or in honour of ranking ecclesiastical officials or patrons, such as those recorded by: Dafydd Johnston (ed.) Gwaith llywelyn Goch ap Meurig Hen (Aberystwith, 1998), poem 2, pp. 18-19: ‘I ddiolch I Dduw am arbed bywyd Llywelyn Fychan ap Llywelyn, Abad Ystrad-fflur’ lines 1-2.; also Dafydd ap Gwilym, The Poems, trans. R. M. Loomis (Binghampton, 1982), poem 17, pp. 78-9.
] 

(ii) Writs and Testimonies[footnoteRef:9]. [9:  For example: Calendar of Inquisitions Post Mortem, V (1908), no. 418, p. 239. Writ to Roger de Mortimer to take proof of age, 30 March 1313; also Calendar of Inquisitions Post Mortem, VI (1910), no. 149, p. 89. Writ to Roger Mortimer of Chirk, justiciar of Wales.] 


Webster refers to a narrower range of primary sources, entirely confined to ecclesiastical records.
a. Public Records: none found.
b. Official Records: none found.
c. Ecclesiastical Records:
a. Records of Monastic InstitutionsThe Annals of Dunstable Priory[footnoteRef:10]. [10:  Webster refers to three versions of her principal primary source: Cotton MS Tiberius A. X, Royal MS 13 E. VI (the original manuscript held at the British Library); and two translation. These are Annales Prioratus de Dunstaplia, in Annales monastici, III: Annales prioratus de Dunstaplia (A.D. 1-1297); Annales monasterii de Bermundeseia (A.D. 1042-1432), ed. By Henry Richards Luard, Rerum Britannicarum medii aevi scriptores, 36 (London: Longman, Green, Reader and Dyer, 1866), pp. 3-408; also The Annals of Dunstaple Prior, ed. By Harriett R. Webster and trans. By David Preest (Woodbridge: Boydell and Brewer, 2018).] 

b. The records of other Material copied from the records of other places [footnoteRef:11] [11:  Similar sources which may have been copied or influenced the development of the Annals. For example, the St. Albans Abbey copy of Ymagines historiarum by Ralph of Diss, held as a manuscript at the British Library (Royal MS 13 E. VI); also Gesta abbatum monasterii Sancti Albani, ad. By James G. Clark and tran, by David Preest (Woodbridge: Boydell and Brewer, 2019); also Radulfi de Diceto decani Lundoniensis opera histórica, ed by William Stubbs, Rerum Britanicarum medii aevi scriptores, 68, 2 vols (London, Longman, 1876).; also Thomas Burto, Chronica monasterii de Melsa, a fundatione usque ad annum 1396, ed. By Edward A. bond, Rerum Britannicarum medii aevii scriptores, 43, 3 vols (London, Longman, Green, Reader and Dyer, 1866-68).] 

d. Deposited Records: none found.

2. Archives 

The following archives are specifically mentioned: 

a. Aberystwyth, The National Library of Wales, Medieval Section[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Since Burton’s subject matter relates to Wales, I would be surprised if she had not consulted this archive either online or in person. Webster does not cite this archive since her subject matter is outside Wales.] 

b. Cardiff, Glamorgan Archives (part of the National Archives)[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Cited by Burton.] 

c. Cardiff, Glamorgan Record Office[footnoteRef:14].  [14:  Not cited but potential source of records relating to Strata Florida.] 

d. London, The National Archives[footnoteRef:15]. [15:  Cited by both authors.] 

e. London, The British Library[footnoteRef:16]. [16:  Cited by Webster.] 

f. St. Albans, St. Albans Cathedral Archives.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Diocesan archive relevant to Webster’s work on the Dunstable Annals.] 

g. St. Davids, St. Davids Diocesan Records[footnoteRef:18]. [18:  Relevant to Burtons work on Strata Florida. ] 


3. Online Resources

These may include
a. The British Library[footnoteRef:19].  [19:  This may be accessed online at: http://explore.bl.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?menuitem=0&fromTop=true&fromPreferences=false&fromEshelf=false&vid=BLVU1 [accessed 7th October 2021]. Webster specifically sites this as an archive used. I consider it likely that Burton would at least have searched this archive online, although has not specifically cited it.] 

b. The National Library of Wales[footnoteRef:20] .  [20: This may be accessed at https://www.library.wales/discover/digital-gallery/manuscripts/the-middle-ages [accessed 7th October 2021]. ] 

c. The Discovery search engine for the National Archives[footnoteRef:21]. [21:  http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk [accessed 7 October 2021]. Burton particularly sites manuscripts from this archive. ] 

d. Monastic Wales [footnoteRef:22]. [22:  https://www.monasticwales.org/index.php  [accessed 7th October 2021].] 

Both authors have no doubt accessed online archives such as that presented by the The National Archives, and specialist research engines such as Oxford Bibliographies[footnoteRef:23]. [23:  https://www.oxfordbibliographies.com [accessed 7 October 2021]. Particularly useful in identifying potential secondary sources.] 
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