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Reflection
I was taught many things about safeguarding in my placement at Golden Manor Nursery, where I was shown the importance of ensuring the child’s safety and needs within a school setting. However, we were also taught to look out for other needs such as abuse or neglect from home. This can be picked up by a child’s appearance or behaviour. Upon working here, I had to be issued for a specific DBS to ensure that I was safe to work in an environment with young children. This is another aspect of safeguarding children. A DBS is there to protect children and young people from harm. (EduCare, 2016). However, during my time in this environment, I have never had to deal with any safeguarding issues, therefore my knowledge in this is limited to what I have been taught. 
I have encountered safeguarding in many areas and not just on my academic journey. The first instance that I came across was the news report of ‘Baby P’ where a poor 17-month-old child was beaten to death, even though continuous visits from health care professionals. (Telegraph, 2019) Through this I learnt the number of different professionals involved and the issues this can be caused due to communication. This can be issues not being reported to the correct health care professionals etc. (NSPCC, 2018) 
The purpose of this assignment was for us to learn the importance of safeguarding children, the roles involved and how they all merge together. My role within this assignment was the Child Protection Officer, my understanding of this role to start out was very limited and I had to spend much time researching my role within job positions and with current legislations. To really understand it as a position and a mindset I researched the job role of a child protection officer within UNICEF, this way I could understand the responsibilities and what is expected of me. (UNICEF,2010)
However, what I feel heled me the most was the child protection system in Wales and the ‘Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014. It sets out clear framework for the social services in a step to step guide basis, it covers everything you need to know. It show’s the multi-agencies that are involved such as health board & NHS. In our presentation we must know how and when to act involving the correct people. This act helped me to understand where to report concerns and the duties we must do. This also led me onto section 130 of the Social Services and Well-Being Act which states that professionals must report to local authorities if they have reasonable cause to suspect a child is at risk in anyway. (NSPCC, 2014). 
Through the presentation I learnt that as a child protection officer I needed to specifically have a strong level of communication with the health visitor as we were both visiting the home of the child on different occasions. Also, as a health visitor Lucy had a stronger connection with the family and through both of our observations, we could properly determine the severity of the situation. The young persons guide to working together to safe guard children also helps with the importance of communication between agencies by showing the links between the different services. After completing the presentation, it really helped me understand how the roles fit together.
We see this communication issue in the case of ‘Baby P’ where there were serious failings in communications between professionals. In the report it stated
“it is clear that communication between different health professionals was poor, leading up to and around the time of Baby P’s death. This was partly the result of inappropriate systems and partly due to staff not adhering to processes”. (Care Quality Commission: p.15).
However, it wasn’t just the communication between different health professionals that was poor, it was also said that the communication was lacking between the NHS, social services and the police.
 This is the same throughout any of the reports, reports have been a key place for research and seeing the underlying problems. Reports means that something has been changed in the Children Act. Researching these changes helped in our presentation hugely and can put a stop to repeating these same mistakes. Due to Baby P we now have multi agencies which enables us to have better communication between workers and to make sure to catch early signs of abuse. Ensuring that a plan is made for any child in need. (Daily Record, 2012) 
It is through multi agencies that I have learnt a better understanding of the roles involved and how they link together. We demonstrated this in our presentation with all the key roles coming together and sharing the relevant information, making sure all were notified and fully aware of all the happenings. This is due to The Children Act 2004, where we are required to work more closely together. (No name,2008). 
 The benefits of multi-agency working is huge for the children meaning it is easier to have earlier identification of a problem, leading to fast intervention. Services can share their information with each other easily, more support for the parents and as we are working together there is a reduced need for specialist services and outsiders coming in. This is also a good thing because the level of communication should be at a very high standard. From the reports that we have studied communication between services has always been a huge problem leading to these horrible cases of child abuse. ‘Baby P’ again, for example. (Department for Education, 2012) 
This led to a better understanding of how the system works, one of the main points that I have taken away from this module is how to form a child protection plan to ensure the safety of the child. This is a way where instead of punishing struggling parents we can give them a helping hand and make sure the child has a good childhood. However, in some example the cases are too severe, and a protection plan isn’t enough. Through going through our scenario step by step I feel like I’ve learnt the legislation in depth but also what to look for when a child is being abused or neglected. Working in a nursery these are important things to be able to spot. (Citizens Advice, 2019).
The UNCRC is put in place so that children can be protected from others, giving them the right to a voice. (UNICEF, 2019). Therefore, it is our duty to report any instances of abuse or neglect. One case of a boy name Daniel Pelka led to a law being passed saying that we have a legal obligation to inform or report them. (CSN, 2013). As said in section 130 of the Social Services and Well-Being Act which states that professionals must report to local authorities if they have reasonable cause to suspect a child is at risk in anyway. (NSPCC, 2014).  This also led me to realise that we cannot let considerations like damaging relationships with adults get in the way of protecting a child from the possibility of neglect, as reporting to Children’s Social Care can be looked at as the start of a process of inquiry that way we don’t have to see it as an accusation and we are ensuring that child’s safety. Before this module I believed that children where taken away from their parents if there was any cause for concern, however upon seeing the benefits and effects that having a child protection plan can bring, it’s led me to see the importance of multi agencies. That they are there to help and support not just the children, but the adults involved. 
In the future I would like to work with children in community groups and Sunday schools, these are both places where venerable children can be. I feel prepared now that I could help support these children in this environment. I am more equipped to handle and spot bullying and early signs of abuse. I have learnt that there are many types of abuse from physical, verbal and emotional and the different effects that this can have on the children. If we can help to stop bullying in the Early Years and help children to see its effects, then we can set them up for later life and help to put a decrease on bullies. I feel like this is an important lesson to learn as I will be working with children in a school environment but also in other outside groups. Seeing the early signs of bullying and realising that the bully themselves may be a victim of abuse at home are all very important. (Anti-Bulllying Alliance, 2017). 
In conclusion I have learnt many ways to identify and determine forms of abuse that can occur in any child settings, from bullying, abuse or neglect. This led to learning how to report these issues and the importance of reporting them. Thanks to legislations like NSPCC (2018), The Children Act (1989) and more we have all the support we need to help children and to provide them with and their families with help. 
 Through the reports I read I learned the importance of the acts that we have in place and how working as a multi-agency is not only beneficial but necessary, with this we are more equipped to help and deal with abuse at the earliest stages, enabling us to help more children and families. Also enabling us to have a clear format for communication to help us stop errors like ‘Baby P’ from happening again. However, I also learnt about the individual job roles and what each sector does and provides for the children. As my role of Child Protection Officer I especially learned of their duties but also through conversing with the Social worker and the Health visitor I saw first-hand how the job roles fit together though multi agency these include picking up early signs of neglect in children, this can be done by investigating their home environments and talking with the parents to look for any causes of concern. 
 Through all of these points I learned about legislations and laws regarding these issues and how to implement them into one of these situations but also how to create a sufficient child protection plan. I feel that this has prepared me for any future events where the safeguarding of children will be needed, I now feel comfortable at spotting issues and where to report any concerns that may come up. Knowing that the process of investigation will be sufficient. 
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