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A reflective response to the ethical discussions outlined by peers

Discussion 2:
Reflection is central to further developing the research proposal and for ensuring that ethical considerations have taken place.
Reflection has identified the scope of the research proposal is to wide, and therefore it is recommended that the objective of the question is changed slightly, whilst ensuring that the researcher is mindful of possible limitations they could face.  To address this is the research title will be altered to ‘Explore the experiences of ‘some’ young people with additional learning needs when transitioning to secondary school’. It should also be made clear through-out the research process that not all young people’s experiences can be altered in the future, thus ensuring that the research is not overclaiming that ‘all’ young people’s experiences can be improved as a result of the research.
Through further reflection, the researcher identified risks to both participants and the investigator that should be expanded upon within the research.  These include, but are not limited to; emotional distress, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information and the protentional risk of harm/impropriety (University of Wales Trinity Saint David, 2010). 
 There is a risk that emotional distress may be caused to both the participants and the investigator, as a direct result of the research proposal. The participants could feel emotional when discussing their personal experiences, therefore it is vital to ensure that all participants feel comfortable when confiding in the investigator and should be advised of a safe and secure place that they can go if they are feeling this way, to ensure that their emotional well-being is protected. Similarly, the investigator could also experience emotional distress, as a direct result of listening to the participants experiences, especially if these experiences are negative.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]The potential risk of personal data being transferred also needs to highlighted when carrying out any type of research. The Information Commissioner's Office (2018) states that confidentiality must always be maintained, ensuring that all personal data is handled in a sensitive and professional manner, abiding by the rule set out by The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). Under the GDPR there are legal obligations which researchers/investigators must comply, this includes how an organisations sensitive information should be handled, the GDPR also explains how vital consent is when carrying out research. As this particular research will be conducted with vulnerable children who may not fully grasp what the research is regarding, it is important to regularly make sure that they understand what the aims and objectives of the research are, and that they have the right to withdrawn from the project at any time (British Educational Research Association). 

It is also important to ensure that those working with the young people are fully aware of the safeguarding policies and procedures that are in place to ensure that every child/young person is protected against potential harm (NSPCC, 2020). It should be made clear to all involved, that any information discussed that raises concerns regarding child protection must be passed on to the relevant child protection officer, therefore confidentiality will not be maintained in all circumstances. This needs to be carefully communicated to all participants and researchers ensuring understanding. 

The researcher is open to further reflection and considerations when referring to their research proposal. 
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