Flying start is a Welsh government initiative within many parts of Wales. It provides an early years programme for families with any children under the age of four. Support is only available in areas set by the Welsh government. It started in Wales in 2007. The Welsh government put £600m into this flagship programme to help assist families by offering their children quality childcare and support in many deprived areas. This finance support went up to 2018. A further £76m was allocated between 2018-2019. With the Welsh government moving forward it regards the commitment of the continuation of Flying start to go well into 2021 which is only a year away. 
                           Since the start of the programme it has assisted many families and their children in many areas across Wales. It was initially targeted within the catchment areas of schools that were in  deprived areas. The service offers a health visiting team which includes speech and language therapists, health visitors as well as midwives. The quality childcare for 2 to 3 year olds is funded for the part time childcare. The programme also offers support for families with a parenting service, also including speech language and communication. This would involve the parents greatly when it refers to the child’s development. There is also online guidance for parents to access as well as professionals and local authorities. Parents have access to a nursery rhyme pack and learning to talk which will assist with improving the child’s speech and language development. There are 18 Flying start childcare settings based within schools around Swansea. There are a few settings within Cardiff and they also have support for children within additional learning needs. Each setting has a designated ANCo (Additional Needs Coordinator) which is there to monitor and identify the extra needs that the child may need support with. With the progress of this programme reaching many families that needed the support and the children it served within deprived areas. There were a number of children still living outside of the catchment areas in which Flying start was desperately needed.
                In 2014 the Welsh government issued Flying Start Outreach Guidance which required all local authorities to identify possible children living outside of the defined Flying Start areas that would benefit from the programme. The objectives were to extend the reach of services provided by Flying Start to those families with needs identified that were living in non-Flying Start areas. To also provide an improvement in the flexibility when it comes to delivering the programme by local authorities and to continue the support to the children and their families that may be moving out of Flying Start areas. During 2013-2014 and 2014-2015 an expansion took place of the programme into additional areas. Changes since 2014-15. There was an expansion 37,260 children that were in receipt of Flying Start services this rose to 38,269 children in 2015-16 which is an increase of 3%. In 2017 the recommendations for the outreach programme were for certain groups of children to eligible for outreach and these were children that were moving out of the defined areas, also those children that were already living outside of the areas. There was a report published in February 2018 and it mentions that Flying Start is an important development that supports the children and their families. It also states that a significant change is needed if it is going to succeed in reaching out to those that are in need of it the most. A report from the BBC news dated February 2018 still mentions that a lot of families are being excluded because of their postcode not being in the defined areas even with the outreach services being so limited, it still isn’t reaching families that really need the help. The funding available is therefore unlikely going to meet the needs of families living outside of Flying Start areas. The report states that the findings show that currently around 37,000 children under the age of four are currently in Flying Start in the most deprived areas of Wales. This equates to roughly 25% of all children under the age of four in Wales. Children in Wales published an annual report dated between April 2018- March 2019 its findings were that there had been a drop in the children numbers that had Flying Start places, and even though there was a drop than the previous year it was still better than expected. Also, more offers of childcare within the Flying Start settings were taken up in this time compared with the year before, plus there was a slight increase regarding children who were fully vaccinated by their fourth birthday. In October 2018 there was a review of Flying Start to ensure it still remains fit for purpose. The Welsh government released a report that dates up until August 2019 from April 2019 and this is the latest report to date, its findings are significant in the numbers of children 22,576 children were in receipt of the Flying Start programme within Wales within the above date. The number of children seen to date in the year does represent 62% of the expectations for the year as a whole. The years full data will not be released until July 2020 where it will show the full years results in more detail.  

Reference list 
BBC News, (February 2018) Available at:http://www.google.com/amp/s/www.bbc.co.uk/news/amp/uk-wales-politics-43157012 (Accessed 4th Jan 2020) 
Children in Wales, (August 2018) Available at: http://www.childreninwales.org.uk/policy-document/flying-start-annual-report-april-2018-march-2019-07082019-w/ (Accessed 4th Jan 2020)
Swansea Council, Flying start. (November 2019) Available at: http://www.swansea.gov.uk/article/8915/Quality-childcare-for-2-to-3-year-olds (Accessed 3rd Jan 2020)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Welsh Government, Flying Start. (April 2019) Available at: http://gov.wales/flying-start-term-1-april-august-2019 (Accessed 5th Jan 2020)
Welsh Government, Flying Start. (July 2019) Available at: http://gov.wales/flying-start-guidance (Accessed 3rd Jan 2020)
Welsh Government, Flying Start Analysis. (November 2019) Available at: http://gov.wales/analysis-flying-start-outcomes-using-linked-data-emerging-findings-html (Accessed 4th Jan 2020)
