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1000-word supporting paper:

According to the UK Government (2019), serious organised crime is any smart, planning, coordinating and executing of a crime. Crimes such as human trafficking or prostitution are more complex to execute compared to theft. It takes dark and smart techniques to successfully control another's life like seen in human trafficking. This essay will consider what is human trafficking, prostitution, how the government prevent such crime from happening and how the media plays a role with what they present to the general public. 
The media has a great influence and power when delivering news to the general public about serious organised crime. They publish news articles and journals about any incident, often criticising the Police’s job. For example, The Guardian (2021) written about the Met Police arresting two black men on the suspicion of drugs trade. The Guardian worded their article in way that made the Met look racist, when in fact they carried out correct arrest protocols under reasonable circumstances. They shape up an opinion of the Police and feed it to the general public with arguably little truth or the manipulation of the truth to the point that the Police looks bad. As according to Bruce (2022) most journalists and editors live under the mindset of “don’t let the truth get in the way of a good story”. This presents a major problem as it contradicts the five ethnics of being a journalist, one of which being to tell the honest truth within a story Sanders (2003).
Human trafficking is one of many serious organised crimes that occur in the UK. Responsible for over 5,000 people in just UK 2019 alone. Human trafficking is the transfer, trade or recruitment of people using force or fraud for a benefit of another. Generally through overseas, people would be transported from European countries like France and then transported all over the UK. People would be forced to take a risk whether to live in poverty or to be transported to a wealthier country like the UK. Usually through drug caused debt, vulnerable people are manipulated, and are put in difficult situations where they have no other option but to go to the UK according to Anti-Slavery International (2023). Published by The United Nations Office for Drugs and Crime (2020), 67% of people whom are trafficked are women used for sexual exploitation, 34% are children for sexual exploitation or drugs trade and 20% are men for labor work like selling drugs.
Politicians and the Police stop human trafficking by spreading awareness and focusing work against gangs in the UK and whether they could be associated with trafficking. This is done by the Police releasing human trafficking reports. According to the UK government (2022) the Police have a specific department called the National Referral Mechanism (NRM). They focus on potential victims of human trafficking as well as the people who import slaves. Politicians do their role by governing modern changes in Parliament, one of which being the increase of Police officers in England and Wales (UK Government, 2022).  
Human trafficking has been pushed aside as a topic due to the number of events that have been occurring in the UK. In reality, most people whom are trafficked live in fear and rely on the Police to uncover the truth behind it. It is stated by Birks & Gardner (2019) that the media always somehow finds the fault in the Police. When it comes to human trafficking, the authors stressed that journalists and editors report on modern slavery in a way that they find the Police suspicious of potentially deporting victims instead of providing help. The media has a trend when it comes to human trafficking, by exploring what modern slaves are used for and choosing the specific topic to write about. According to Dugan (2013) the most spoken topic about human trafficking is ‘Undefined’ articles, apart from that, it is common to see that the media has a bias towards female cases since any sexual element is highly written about. It is clear to understand that the media are likely to portray women as victims of human trafficking. Which could be true as shown by facts and figures, but yet if it is common for the media to lie it may as well raise the question of what is stopping the media from lying about statistics?
Constituting to over 100,000 women in the UK, being a sex worker is committing any sexual act in return for money and is mainly committed by desperate women or men. The commercial sex industry and human trafficking correlate due to the fact that, over 60% of women trafficked are used for sexual exploitation. Traffickers manipulate or threaten them with family or get them in drug-related debt with the aim that they will work for them as a sex worker. Most of the time, the people who work in the sex industry do make money, but according to Street Light UK (2015) 9/10 of women who work in the sex industry said that they would do anything to get out. 
So how does the government deal with the sex industry. Looking at it from a law perspective, being a sex worker is illegal, but people whom are involved with the industry are mainly put into support groups to get them away from it. If someone is forced, the Police try to find out who forces them by questioning detained sex workers CPS (2019). The Police all over the UK partner with charities such as Beyond the Streets (2023) to help and give support to sex workers whom try to escape. These charities spread awareness about the dangers that come with being a sex worker and how to keep away from it. 
 Sex workers are not spoken about by the media as much as it should be. It is a taboo subject to report on as it is seen controversial in many beliefs and religions like conservatism and Christianity. According to a report published by One25 (2019), it is stated that journalists are advised to avoid including names or photos of any sex worker related articles in order to avoid backlash on the individual themselves. Furthermore, it states how inhumane and wrong it is to use terms like ‘hooker’ or ‘prostitute’ when reporting such material. It can be considered that journalists do not report on prostitution due to the fact that it can offend certain people as well as it might not gain as many viewers or popularity as there are so many rules and limitations to the language they can use. 
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