ECAD1008


Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.
Good teaching and learning sets tasks and select resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.
Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience.
Consider the 3 pedagogic principles outlined above. Discuss these principles in relation to practices in education, showing secure understanding, identifying strengths and areas for development for each principle.

	Target 1 
	Make your critical thinking about the topic more explicit and be more analytical by making comparisons with other situations you have read about. 
	Looked into more websites as I gathered my research.

	Target 2
	Revise how to use Harvard referencing. Please ask one of the staff to help you if you need support.
	Asked to review the Harvard referencing guide showed at the start of the year. 

	Target 3
	Read even more widely to support your work.
	Used new and different books from the library band reading list. 




Introduction 
The curriculum of Wales has evolved and adapted immensely over many years. Firstly, “the National Curriculum was introduced in 1988” (GOV.WALES, 2020.) The New curriculum for Wales framework guidance was first introduced September 2022. This was created to allow schools to work at their own pace based on the needs of the children present. (Welsh Government,2020). As a teacher it is “vital that schools and practitioners consider what the four purposes will mean for their learners as they are developing their curriculum” (Education for Wales, 2023). I am of the understanding that Wales previous OECD reviews were significantly lower than what is expected, the performance that was shown in 2009 “served as a catalyst for reform” (OECD,2014). PISA: a programme for international student assessment, focuses on how well children in specific age categories can apply skills in real world situations. Overall low performances were demonstrated in a range of different subject by children living in Wales. Based on an Estyn repost in 2014 it was acknowledged that “Welsh teachers may not possess the skills to adequately respond to students individual learning needs and equip them with the skills they need to succeed” (OECD,2014). Moving forward, Graham Donaldson visited schools around Wales to gather a more inside view on what was taken place, Donaldson then went on to write “Successful Futures”. In this text, Donaldson explains how children are only in school for a short amount of time, he followed explaining how “we must use that time judiciously and productively to help each other of them grow as a capable, healthy, well-rounded individual” (Donaldson,2015). 
 Surrounding the new curriculum is the 12 pedagogy principles, discovered by Graham Donaldson. These principles were part of a review Donaldson conducted as part of the “curriculum and assessment arrangements commissioned by the Welsh Government.” It expressed that the principles are “learning about teaching involves continuously conflicting and competing demands” (Anon, 2010). This requires different views of subjects to be designed into cross curricular lessons. Cross curricular lessons are a unique approach to encourage children to work through engaging and related themes while enhancing their knowledge and abilities. (Sullivan,2024). Professor Donaldson then generated four purposes of the New Curriculum. These purposes should “guide all future decisions about national and local education priorities and underpin all teaching and learning in Wales.” (Dauncey, 2021), which is “a starting point and aspiration for every child and young person in Wales (Welsh Government, 2020). The New Curriculum has been created and designed by people such as “teachers, partners, practitioners, and the wider community, shaped with the best ideas from around the world. (Welsh Government, 2022). These 4 purposes are set to develop well rounded adults, this also means putting the children at the centre of all decisions made while considering all aspects of development. As a teacher it is also “vital that schools and practitioners consider what the four purposes will mean for their learners as they are developing their curriculum” (Education for Wales, 2023)

Good teaching and learning means enjoying a blend of approaches including direct teaching. 
The first pedagogy principle I will be reflecting on is “good teaching and learning means enjoying a blend of approaches including direct teaching”. Throughout this module it has become clear to see that the pedagogy principles shine through and can be incorporated in every lesson held in a founding learning setting. This could be a lesson held as a one to one, a small, structured group: e.g., ability set, a whole class along with direct teaching. Each type of learning has its different benefits to allow the children to work at their best ability. Authentic and purposeful learning takes place when “learners are engaged in experiences that stimulate their interests, ignite imagination, inspire curiosity and promote positive dispositions” (Welsh Government, 2023). This all encourages learnings in the foundation learning to be independent and creative in their work and play. Within this, students will be able to form connections, apply knowledge, and solidify abilities through experiences that are linked to real life situations. 

During my observation weeks I have been based in a reception and year 1 class. Firstly, in the reception class I have witnessed a vast amount of whole class activities that were separated into smaller groups which would be their class ability groups. This allowed them to work closely alongside the children for them to stay on track and produce the best possible work. Small group activates “promote student engagement, involves active learning and that the educator acts more as a facilitator to the students learning” (anon, n.d) 
After the tasks were complete the children would gather on the carpet to discuss their work and suggest one thing they liked and one thing they may be able to improve on in the future. I found this to be advantageous for the children to be able to discuss what they may be able to work on in future to achieve self-improvement. This task also supplies opportunities for positive praise as the children can discuss what they enjoy about each other’s work. “Positive reinforcement can be even more effective in the classroom when combined with peer pressure” (Nickerson,2022). This was backed up by two theorists John B Watson and B.F Skinner who explained how positive reinforcement “encourages students to repeat desirable behaviour and achieve their goals”, “it boosts students’ self-esteem and confidence” (National University,2023). 
Following on, during my observation days in reception, there was also a lot of time for play and a more hands on learning. Once the children had completed their task, they were able to take advantage of the outdoor area provided, this included either playing in the mud kitchen, builders den or just on the yard. I think this allowed the children’s brains to regulate and have a break from concentration while still learning without realising. This could be closely linked to Montessori’s Theory of Education. Montessori states how “education is based on the belief that all children are unique individuals, that they have immense potential, that they want to learn and be busy.” Therefore, providing the children with an outdoor space to be creative could allow for improvement when focusing on whole class activities or direct learning, as the children are being stimulated in many different ways” (Anon, 2022).  For the second half of my observations, I have placed in a year 1 class, I discovered this routine to be different to the reception class. Year one would hold more whole class lessons and direct teaching on the carpet. This allowed room for children to use their communication, listening and teamworking skills to solve the problems the teacher provided. On the other hand, for more advanced work such as sentence writing or times tables, the children were set in different ability group around the classroom similarly to reception, this is a huge benefit of blending approaches as all children work at different levels and may learn things differently. (Biewener,2018). Class ability groups will allow more able and talented children to also reach their individual goals. “Flexible use of grouping and tasks that enable more able and talented pupils to deepen their knowledge and consolidate and extended their skills at an appropriate level” (Estyn, 2018). On the other hand, according to (Russell,2018), grouping children by ability may have a negative impact as the “overall learning culture that ability grouping creates inhibits learning opportunities for some students and can leave them stuck at a level of learning they have potential to advance from”. This was also backed up by (Logsdon,2019), who stated that “if all children in the group preforming at a lower level, there are no opportunities for students to learn from those at higher skill levels”. My suggestion for an area of development for the classroom would be to perhaps mix the abilities groups so their van be some MKOs (more knowledgeable others) within the group, so the children are able to communicate and learn off each other. 

Good teaching and learning sets tasks and select resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interests. 
“Engaging experiences are essential to supporting learners to develop social and communication skills.” (Welsh Government, 2023). I am aware that building knowledge on previous experiences is a key part of children’s progression in the classroom. “The amount and quality of prior knowledge positively influence both knowledge acquisition and the capacity to apply higher-order cognitive problem-solving skills” (Trickery, 2021) This could be suggesting how much children are able to learn in the classroom based of individual experiences. This was supported by (Welsh Government,2008) who explained how “an activity should provide sufficient stimulus and challenge to engage children’s interest and involvement. Similarly, it was expressed by (Welsh Government, 2023) that development of a responsive curriculum can empower learners to develop the skills, knowledge and dispositions needed to learn successfully and recognise the four purposes.
This demonstrates how children can take knowledge from different places and adapt it into their learning. Strategies like this could be more engaging for children if based of personal interests. All this is at the centre of a child’s education supporting children holistic development.  Lessons plans are essential in order to ensure the lesson can incorporate Pedagogy principles, the four purposes, meaningful links along with an appropriate AOLE. These combined, will set the lesson up for success ensuring the children gain the knowledge that is desired. Meaningful links to the curriculum allow teachers to pinpoint their main focuses of the lessons their teaching while linking to holistic development. The six areas of learning and experience all underpin cross curricular. Assessment for learning is an approach used to provide feedback and improve on children’s performances. “Students become involved in the learning process and from this gain confidence in what they are expected to learn and to what standard”. (Cambridge Assessment International Education, 2023) Progression steps are also key for children to have rough guides for where children should be in their personal progression and growth. These steps help by “increasing knowledge, improving skills and deepening the understanding of ideas and concepts” (Anon, 2020) 

This links to what I witnessed in placement as peer assessment, live marking and formative assessment all took place. In the year 1 class I observed live marking was a continuing strategy that happened throughout all lessons. This enabled the children to see what they did correct and what they could improve on, providing them on opportunity to discuss or ask any questions to the teacher about their work and improvement. Peer assessment took place during times table tests where children were able to mark each other’s work as a class. This way of marking can motivate interpersonal abilities and encourage communication by allowing children to talk openly about their work as well as other children in their class. (Twinkle, 2024). I discovered formative assessment taking place when the year 1 teacher created class plans for the start of each day to ensure all the children understand the topic at hand and can identify the main goals to reach. Formative assessment can take many forms such as discussions and verbal feedback or a display in the classroom. The placement school I attended uses a strategy called ‘EBI’ (even better if). This was used in reception and year 1 to allow the children to review their work and decide what would make that work even better than it already is. Throughout the classroom there is an immense number of resources around each classroom I have attended which the children are allowed to access at any time throughout the day. These resources include for all subject such as mathematics, science, English and expressive arts. These all link to the new curriculum and allow children to reach their full potential and to make learning enjoyable. In the classroom, there is tuff tray that is changed each week to fit the focus on what the children. This activity will be a hands-on task such as threading the correct number of buttons onto the lace or using whiteboard pens to spell different words with pictures surrounding them. Tuff trays have an extensive number of benefits according to (Inclusive tech, 2023) including “hand eye co-ordination, problem solving skills” as well as “supports cognitive development”. However, I feel there is a limitation to the tuff trays as it is not a teacher led task so sometimes, I noticed the children were not always on task. 


Good teaching and learning ranges within and across areas of learning and experience.
I am of the understanding the different Areas of Learning and Experience are extremely important when it comes to good teaching that will allow the children to develop their skills successfully.  The Areas of Learning are being improved all the time to fit into the new curriculum in foundation learning. The AOLE’s cover and support the new curriculum by linking together with the four purposes and the ‘statements of what matters’ in order to reach all aspects of learning, making links and always including one of the four purposes. (Education Wales, 2018). The AOLE’s are embedded into all the lessons I have observed since being in my placement setting. I have also witnessed cross curricular being placed at centre focus when it comes to lessons in placement. Cross curricular is extremely important as it “offers a creative way to develop children’s knowledge, skills and understanding while motivating them to learn through stimulating, interconnected topics” (Historical association, 2023). Cross curricular was created to “support teachers in shaping children’s minds by providing the intellectual, narrative and social setting for learning” (Barnes, 2015. Pp. 85). However, there may be a disadvantage to cross curricular as it has not been around for long therefore there is not much time and training on it. “Many teachers have had limited experience of cross curricular work either as pupils or subsequently during their school-based training (Barnes and Sherley, 2007). In partnership with cross curricular is the curriculum framework that “builds on the successes and strengths of previous curricula while recognising and responding to challenges, changing needs and priorities”. The framework sets learning standards and learning outcomes for children to meet their goals confidently while still being challenged. In my setting each morning the children were given a success criteria by the teacher to meet a goal usually by the end of the day. They were then also provided a WAGOLL (what a good one looks like) demonstrating a clear example of how to create a strong piece of work. The WAGOLL “helps them to identify the purpose of their writing and means they can associate key features with different forms of writing” (Twinkle, 2024). This aligns with the new curriculum and learning objectives so all children can produce their best work.

 I have witnessed outdoor literacy lessons where the children read stories in their outdoor classroom, they were able to describe what they see, hear and can touch like the book they were focusing on. I believe this activity enhanced the children’s curriculum learning for the better as this was a different environment to what they are used too. “Children’s mental health and wellbeing improves” according to (Harvey, 2022) however on the other hand “a lack of learning outdoors is steadily resulting in a ‘nature deficit disorder’” (Harvey, 2022). This is showing why it is important to have a good amount of time outside. There has been a lot of research on the benefits of outdoor learning and how the Government is trying their best to incorporate it more into children’s learning. “The EYES and the different national curricula in the UK are encouraging links to learning in the outdoor environment.” This intern “emphasises that a return to nature is a good idea, and it is very important for young children.” (Knight, 2011. Pp. 114). 

Integrated with all these factors of the new curriculum in foundation learning is school trips and themes. These themes and trips should be linked to the curriculum, including the factors discussed prior (cross curricular, 4 purposes and lesson plans). These themes should be authentic meaning that it “requires students to engage in meaningful activities and actively thinking about what it is they are learning” (Lee, 2021). This was evident in my placement setting as I was able to observe how children were able to think about what they were learning. The children had to film each other explaining the topic they had just learnt and upload it to ‘See Saw’ so their parents were able too also know and see what their children had learnt. I think this was a great way to keep parents in the loop on what work their children are completing. In conclusion, this links back to the curriculum as it was created with parents, carers, teachers and most important children in mind.  
Conclusion
Every pedagogy principle works towards good strong practice in different ways. However, the three in particular I have focused on ensure children are receiving the best methods of teaching to suit their individual needs and allow them to become creative and independent with their work. They secondly allow children to be comfortable in their progression steps as the teachers monitors the children’s learning and participation. It allows children to feel confident to ask questions and provides resources that are used and adapted to the children’s needs or lessons. Finally, the principles allow the children to take part in strong cross curricular learning while following a positive inclusive framework. Throughout this module I have realised how significant these principles are and how many factors that are important underpin them. To become the best teacher I can be, I need to consider these factors throughout my work and lessons plans. By doing this will provide children with the best inclusive education possible while developing their holistic development is all ways.

In conclusion I will be sure look further and deeper into each pedagogy principle as I start to plan lessons in the future. I think my observations will become clearer as I am able to see from a different perspective the importance of having the Pedagogy Principles at play. This will also help when I am planning for lessons as I can know and consider the new curriculum to be able to mould and shape my work more. I will be able to include more structure and context as I now have a deeper understanding as well as more knowledge on everything that plays a big or small role in the new curriculum in foundation learning. I will lastly ensure self-reflection is taken place at the end of any lessons I hold to allow myself room for growth and more detail as I continue down the line.
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