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Youth Service History

What would we be without it
“I have become highly sensitive to (even impatient with) how easily even its immediate past slips away, unnoticed and undervalued. This is a service, I am tempted to conclude, without a history – and therefore, if it is not very careful, without an identity. Losses like these have real everyday consequences. For one thing, they have prevented (and still prevent) those who come later from ‘standing on the shoulders of those who went before’ – an essential (and humbling) viewpoint for anyone caught up in the daily pressures and aggravations of today’s struggles. This deprivation of insights into why things are as they are, these gaps in historical awareness, also cut off practitioners and policy-makers from crucial analytical tools for current planning and action”
Bernard Davies
A History of the Youth Service in England (Volume 2)
Are we alone
The process of intervention into the lives of young people has inevitably reflected the needs emerging from a range of social, political, religious and cultural trends. Understanding the deep and sometimes complex sociological currents of society gives some clarity to those systems put into place to deal with “the problems of the young”. To consider these problems in isolation from the wider context of society is to fail to understand the synthesis between the raft of social issues that together help shape the identity of a nation state. As a consequence, this history of the Youth Service in Wales is concerned to identify and link a range of issues the implications of which provide the context within which a particular way of working with young people has been developed and delivered. 
John Rose
Unpublished History of the Youth Service in Wales 
Task in Preparation
Identify what you see as the most important historical decision that impacts on Youth Service practice today.  You will be asked to defend your choice in 2 or 3 sentences. 
