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Ethical considerations are imperative to ensure that research can be effectively reproduced and replicated (Pietilä et al., 2020). Integrating mixed method research within the questionnaire makes data collection vulnerable to ethical concerns and issues (Stadnick et al., 2021). It is the researchers responsibility to address these ethical concerns and ensure that throughout data collection these ethical considerations are addressed at every opportunity. Ethical responsibility means ensuring the data, analysis, methodology and any decision-making processes used are clearly communicated and transparent. Allowing the reader to analyse findings and data conclusions (UK Statistics Authority, 2022). 
	Informed consent means participants are fully informed about the evaluation that is being conducted. Participants should know of the purpose of the study and how findings will be used; if there will be an adverse impact of their participation and who will have access to the findings (Kadam, 2017). The main purpose of informed consent is to allow participants to make an informed decision as to whether they wish to take part or not. This is vital to ensure individuals are passionate about their participation in the study and consent to the overall aim (University of Oxford, 2021). 
	The ‘do no harm’ principle is integral in conducting an ethical study. Research should not cause any intended harm or unintended harm due to questioning. It is important to understand that harm could be both physical and psychological and it is imperative that the process does not harm the participants in anyway – intentionally or otherwise. Steps should be taken to ensure that the participants are fully aware of what the aims and objectives of the study are and ensure maximum transparency when undertaking the study (Buchanan and Warwick, 2021). 
Participants should over the age of 18 years and participate voluntarily in the questionnaire. It is important that individuals participate in the study based on free will and without coercion from the researcher (Moriña, 2020). Participants should understand that they can withdraw from the process and that any data collected should remain confidential and private. It can be frustrating when individuals may withdraw from participation due to the level of work and preparation that goes into conducting studies. However, a key aspect of an ethical study is ensuring participants do not feel pressured to continue with their involvement. Researchers should also not expect an explanation if they choose to withdraw their involvement (Bibek Dahal, 2024).
Confidentiality and anonymity are other key ethical considerations when conducting a study. It is imperative that only the researcher has access to any data sourced from the study and this data should also be password protected to lower the risk of any misuse of data (Hoft, 2021). Consideration should also be given to the way questions are worded within a questionnaire or when recording any results or conclusions to prevent any person being identified even if names are not used.  
The researcher does acknowledge that collecting data about trauma, trauma response and individual experiences of trauma within policing could cause participants some mental anguish. However, the researcher will ensure that participants are made fully aware of the purpose and intention of the study. A ‘trigger warning’ will be utilised at the start of the questionnaire to comply with this ethical concern (Charles et al., 2022). Compliance with these key ethical considerations will allow an ethical study to take place with conclusions or results that are transparent and can be replicated. 
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