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Currently the law says that convicted prisoners are not allowed to vote in any election through the representation of the people act (1983), however unconvicted prisoners in remand have the right to vote, Cavendish (2017). It has often been argued if prisoners should keep their citizenship and democratic rights whilst in prison after committing serious crimes, considering the human rights law within the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR). Jobs (2009). The Hirst v UK case in 2005 showed a breach in the representation of the People Act 1983 with the right of prisoners to vote under article 3 protocol 1 of the European Convention of Human Rights, Murray (2012).
For:
There have been many debates if prisoners should have the right to vote or not, a lot of these debates have included the argument that prisoners are in prison to rehabilitate and should not have their human rights taken from them. Walsh (2012) argued that prisoners rehabilitate as a responsible, safe, member of society, being a member of society should mean they get their basic right of democratic process.  Later, in his article he says that prisoners should be able to make a decision of who governs them. That taking the right to vote dehumanises prisoners. Some arguments are supporting that prisoners should vote but that there should be limitations, Behan (2015) suggested that even in the most advanced ‘liberal democracies’ there will be limitations on the right to vote all depending on their age, citizenship, and mental competency. There was an attempt by the opponents of prisoner enfranchise to persuade the electorates against prisoner disenfranchisement mentioning that letting prisoners vote was never a problem before lawyers looked into the European Convention on Human Rights, Jenkin (2011). The same reason for why prisoners should be allowed to vote has come up in many discussions, this reason is that if they can start a new life out of prison getting a job, starting a family, making life decisions they should be able to vote for who is running their country. 
Against:
On the 10th of February 2011, parliamentarians talked about the current law where prisoners don’t have the right to vote, except for the people waiting in remand. After this debate ended ‘234 members supported the 512 parliamentary affairs motion but only 22 members opposed it’, Davis (2011). The overall result ended in prisoners still not being able to vote while in prison. Another reason against prisoners being able to vote is the civil death ancient concept, it argues that prisoners and some ex-prisoners should have none of their rights of citizenship. It is suggesting that people who have committed a crime have broken a ‘social contract’. Them breaking the ‘social contract’ This makes them outside of the law therefore should be allowed to decide who will make the law, Behan (2015). He also suggests that disenfranchisement should be a reminder to prisoners that citizenship is a privilege and it must be earned. A senior member of the Conservatives, David Davis cited by Jones (2011) commented that prisoners should not be allowed to vote as they had ‘broken their contract with society’ in a discussion on the matter. David Cameron also commented on this saying he didn’t see why the UK must change its policy. He also said that he finds it unsatisfactory, prisoners should not get to vote. I find it thoroughly unsatisfactory, Cited by Jones (2011). 

There are many valid reasons for and against the disenfranchisement of prisoners 







































































