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[bookmark: _Toc127620948]Introduction
It is impossible to emphasise the value of reference and research skills for students because of their necessity in an academic setting. As a fundamental component of academic writing, research abilities and referencing are something that students must fully comprehend. This study intends to emphasise the value of research abilities, proper referencing, and approaches that students might take to show these abilities.
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[bookmark: _Toc127620949]Importance of research skills
For students to identify relevant and trustworthy sources of information, analyse and evaluate the data, and make decisions based on their findings, research skills are crucial (Allison, 2016). It is simple to find knowledge on any subject in today's technological age, yet not all sources are reliable. Students must therefore have the research abilities necessary to distinguish between trustworthy and dependable sources.
Students that are proficient in research also become proficient in critical thinking. Students who perform research are exposed to various points of view and perspectives, which they can subsequently assess and evaluate (Hackerson, 2010). This may result in fresh perceptions and discoveries that advance their education.
They should have research skills since they enable them to contribute to their subject of study. They can significantly advance their chosen field by undertaking unique research, which will subsequently be used to advance our current knowledge.















[bookmark: _Toc127620950]Importance of referencing skills 
In academic writing, referencing is the practice of citing the sources that were used. It entails including a list of references after the work and properly attributing all textual references (Greenwood et al., 2014). References are an important component of academic writing because they show the reliability of the sources used and make it easy for the reader to find the source for more reading.
In addition, referencing helps pupils stay away from plagiarism. The misuse of another person's work without giving proper credit is known as plagiarism (Buhari and Alghamdi, 2020). It is a significant crime that may result in disciplinary action in academia. Students avoid plagiarism by citing their sources and acknowledging other people's work.
[bookmark: _Toc127620951]Paraphrasing, In-text Citation, and References
The act of reworking someone else's work in your own words is known as paraphrasing. In academic writing, paraphrasing is crucial since it enables pupils to show that they comprehend the subject (Bailey, 2018). It's crucial to remember that students must take care not to reproduce the original material while paraphrasing because doing so is plagiarism.
Citing sources within the body of a document is known as an in-text citation. The last name of the author and the year of publication are included in in-text citations (Sword, 2012). The purpose of in-text citations is to both recognise the sources used and to give the reader the information they need to find the source in the reference list.
All of the sources cited in academic writing are listed in the reference list. Depending on the citation style used, the reference list contains the author's name, the publication year, the work's title, and other pertinent data (Swales and Feak, 2019). The reference list is crucial because it enables the reader to find the sources consulted and assess the veracity of the data.
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Let's use a student as an example who is doing a research paper on how climate change is affecting plant species. The first step for the student is to undertake research using a variety of resources, including scholarly literature and peer-reviewed publications. The student learns about the various techniques used to study the influence of climate change on plant species through this research.
The student must make sure they cite reliable sources in their paper to properly demonstrate their research abilities (Hackerson, 2010). For instance, they may make use of peer-reviewed periodicals like the Journal of Ecology, which is known for disseminating top-notch research in the ecology discipline.
The student must also make sure that they credit the sources used in their research by using the correct citing styles (Greenwood et al., 2014). This covers reference lists, paraphrases, and in-text citations. An in-text citation like "According to Smith et al. (2020), the consequences of climate change on plant species are getting increasingly severe" might be used by the learner as an example. The reference list at the end of the essay would then include this citation.
Another crucial ability that the student must exhibit is paraphrasing (Buhari and Alghamdi, 2020). The learner must restate the concepts and ideas they have learned from their research in their own words while paraphrasing. This exhibits their knowledge of the subject while abstaining from plagiarism. 
The student can create a high-quality research report that displays their comprehension of the subject matter and their ability to contribute to the field of study by effectively applying research skills and referencing strategies (Bailey, 2018). Additionally, the student avoids plagiarism and acknowledges the work of others through the use of appropriate referencing strategies, which is a crucial component of academic integrity.
The aforementioned illustration emphasises the value of referencing and research techniques for students. They can generate high-quality work that reflects their comprehension of the subject matter and their capacity to contribute to their field of study by completing in-depth research, using reliable sources, and properly referencing the sources used.

[bookmark: _Toc127620953]Conclusion and Recommendations 
Students need strong research techniques if they are to excel in their academic endeavours. The followings are some suggestions and techniques that students can work on to improve their research abilities:
· Critical thinking - to be able to assess the reliability and quality of sources using critical thinking skills (Allison, 2016). This entails evaluating the source critically and taking into account the author's qualifications, the source's publication date, and the setting in which it was written.
· Effective search techniques - to find relevant and reliable sources using a variety of search engines and databases (Sword, 2012). This entails creating efficient search tactics and using sophisticated search tools to filter results.
· Time management - to be able to efficiently manage their time because research might take a lot of time (Swales and Feak, 2019). Setting a reasonable timetable, prioritising your work, and avoiding procrastination are all necessary for this.
· Organisation skills - to have the ability to efficiently organise their research materials. To make it simpler to reference and use the material in their academic work, this involves making notes, summarising the important ideas, and categorising the data.
· Data analysis: - to assess the data they gather for their research (Hackerson, 2010). This calls for the ability to spot trends, connect the dots, and form inferences from the data they have gathered.
· Academic writing - to be able to effectively explain their research findings in writing or presentations. Writing and presentation skills (Greenwood et al., 2014). This involves the capacity to produce visually appealing aids, write reports that are both clear and succinct, and successfully communicate their results to an audience.
· Ethical and legal considerations - to be aware of the ethical and legal issues related to research, including avoiding plagiarism, appropriately acknowledging sources, and gaining permission to use the copyrighted information.
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