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Description automatically generated]
Using the Gibbs Reflective Cycle Using the Gibbs reflective cycle, write a reflection of your learning journey on the LCLM 4001- Academic Skills Module. Your writing should focus on at least ONE or TWO experiences you had while studying the module. Examples of in-class experiences you can reflect on are: 
· Task 1 and Task 2
· Class activities and discussions (e.g., topics covered in class such as referencing and paraphrasing)
· Feedback received
· Skills you have developed
(The boxes will expand as you type)
	Description
(What happened? Describe the experience or experiences in class that you want to reflect on)
	During my LCLM4401 Academic Skills module, I was able to engage in various activities that helped me improve my academic writing skills. This was achieved through the completion of tasks such as Task 1 and Task 2, as well as engaging in class discussions on various aspects such as referencing, paraphrasing and academic integrity. Notably, I was able to learn how to appropriately incorporate various sources in my work through the Harvard style of referencing. Additionally, I was given extracts from various texts, which helped me understand how to engage in critical thinking and apply the information in my work.



	Feelings
(What were you thinking and feeling at the time? How did you feel before / during / and after the experience? 
Did you feel overwhelmed / confident / nervous? Were you alone in feeling this way or did other students share your feelings?)

	At the beginning of this module I had no idea on how to write academically. I had problems understanding how to reference, and I was also not very confident  about my ability to paraphrase without plagiarizing. This made me feel somewhat overwhelmed at the beginning of task 1.  However, as the weeks had gone pass, I felt more confident. I felt more comfortable after receiving feedback from my lecturer and other students and realizing that I was not the only one having problems. This motivated me to feel more confident by the time I was doing task 2.

	Evaluation
(What was good and bad about the experience?) 
	On the whole, it was a positive experience as it helped me learn the basics required for my academics. The structured lessons were particularly helpful in understanding concepts such as paraphrasing and referencing, which are rather complex. Feedback on Task 1 was particularly useful as it pointed out areas  for improvement, such as clarity, structure and proper citation. This helped me immensely in improving my work for task 2, as I could see the improvements for myself. However, the only negative aspect was my time management skills, as I sometimes left work for the last minute, which was not very productive.

	Analysis
(What sense can you make out of the situation?) Why was the situation positive or negative? 
When things went well, what role did you play? When things went badly, can you explain why? Do you know how if other students felt the same as you? Why or why not? 
	The development that I was able to make throughout this module can be linked to my engagement with the course. Academic writing is not just about having knowledge , but it is also being able to apply that knowledge. As has been discussed in the provided texts, academic writing is not just about being  able to change a few words when it comes to paraphrasing. There has been a period when I found it difficult to understand this because I would be more worried about avoiding plagiarism rather than understanding the content. However, as time , as time went by, I was able to understand more, which helped me to become more confident. The use of academic sources in my assignment is another area that has improved. Through using sources as provided in texts, it has been easier for me to be able to argue my points more effectively.

	Conclusion
(What else could you have done? Or what could you have improved? What could you do differently next time)
	To conclude , I believe that LCLM4001 module has greatly enhanced my academic writing skills, especially  in reference to referencing, paraphrasing, and using academic sources. I have gained more confidence in my ability to produce structed and referenced work. However I also believe that that is still more work to be done, especially with regard to time management and critical analysis. If I had planned my time better and sought help, I could have done even better.

	Action Plan
(Create a plan to support you in learning/ developing the skills you need to improve the situation next time)
	In order to continue with the improvement of my academic skills, I have planned to set a proper study plan that will enable me to start my assignments early. I have also planned to continue with the practice of paraphrasing and referencing in order to improve my knowledge and avoid any mistakes. I have also planned to improve my skills in using feedback in a proper manner. I have also planned to be more active in using academic to improve  my critical thinking and analytical skills. In this way, I am sure that I can improve on the progress that I have already made and perform effectively in the future 

	Reference list
	Bloomsbury Publishing Plc, 2023  




image1.png
The Gibb's reflective cycle

and feeling at the time?

uld you

Conclusion





