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Spiking/ Spiking by injection

What is Spiking by injection?

Spiking by injection is the act of one person spiking another, but instead of placing a substance in a drink, it is done via secretly injecting a person with a drug.

What are the signs of being spiked?

-	Feeling ‘drunker’ than expected and having lowered inhibitions
-	Confusion, loss of balance, problems with sight 
-	Blacking out – having no recollection of anything when they wake up

In respect of needle spiking, the additional signs have been reported

· A pinching, scratching or sharp feeling 
· Discomfort or aching feeling in the area they believe they were injected 
· Bruises or pin pricks on their skin 

[image: Police receive report of alleged spiking by injection at Aberdeen nightclub][image: Terrifying £9 &#39;spike drug&#39; can be bought on dark web and could fuel attacks  in clubs - Mirror Online]










What substances are used to spike drinks?

Alcohol is the most common substance used to spike drinks.
It can be added to a soft (non-alcoholic) drink without the person knowing, or double measures can be used instead of singles.
Drugs used in drink spiking are often referred to as "date rape drugs", although they're not always used for sexual assault.

Some examples of drugs that have reportedly been used for drink spiking include:
· gamma-hydroxybutyrate (GHB) and gamma-butyrolactone (GBL)
· tranquillisers, most often benzodiazepines, including Valium (diazepam) and Rohypnol
· ketamine
Date rape drugs are particularly dangerous when mixed with alcohol, because they combine to have a very powerful anaesthetic effect. In extreme cases, it can lead to a coma or even death.
Date rape drugs may come in powder, tablet or liquid form, and don’t always have an unusual taste or smell.
[image: ][image: County police launch campaign to thwart drink-spiking in clubs and pubs —  Gloucestershire News Service]
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