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This essay aims to discuss and draw upon the different approaches towards academic study, of Islam and Muslims in universities and will focus on institutes based within United Kingdom. The essay will focus on what attracts students to study Islam in an academic field and the options available to them within the institutes in UK. Furthermore, it aims to highlight the gap and the need for improvements with the approaches to Islamic Studies in Higher Education. 

Although the study of Islam and its civilisation has been long established within the universities in the West, the discourses about the limitations, the location of the institutes, and its approaches have always been scrutinised.[footnoteRef:1] The interest on Islam dates back to twelfth century; however, it was in 1632 that England chaired Arabic as an academic subject in Cambridge and a few years later in Oxford. Since then the interest in Islamic Studies remained and over time its value and impact have been assessed accordingly.[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  Bustami M. S. Khir, 'Islamic Studies within Islam: Definition, Approaches and Challenges of Modernity', In Journal of Beliefs & Values, (2007) Available at: <http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13617670701712430> [accessed 12 January 2018]. p.257]  [2:  Ataullah Siddiqui, 'Islam at Universities in England: Report Submitted to Bill Rammell MP, Minister of State for Lifelong Learning, further and Higher Education', In Journal of Beliefs & Values, (2007) <http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13617670701712547> [accessed 12 January 2018]. p.332] 


Siddiqui’s 2007 report, highlights that universities have responsibility towards the deliverance of Islamic Studies and need to be aware of this. Moreover, students from abroad are being recruited for postgraduate courses which means that its failing in its responsibility to attract students from within UK, as a result the country will be lacking in quality Muslim leadership.[footnoteRef:3]         [3:  Siddiqui, p.333] 


According to Siddiqui universities have also failed to recognise the growing need of students interests in Islamic Studies and therefore the subject is being offered by institutions other than universities themselves. Students are motivated by many factors to study in the field of Islamic Studies; of them being to gain employment in social services, health, psychology, politics, media and finance. However, the main motivation to study Islam remains for the purpose of political impact and socio-economics such as the 9/11 and 7/7 bombing. Another motivation Siddiqui adds, is that when seeking employment having an informed education about Islam gives added value to the employer as they will be employing a worker who is not just qualified but also has the ability to understand a different perspective. [footnoteRef:4]  [4:  Siddiqui, p.p.333-334] 


Some universities have incorporated Islamic Studies due to the growing interest from students in Islam and the Muslim world. Modules such as finance and introductory courses have been developed in order to meet the demand from the student, other universities have engaged in outreach programmes for the likes of social services or the government.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Jasser Auda and others, International Approaches to Islamic Studies in Higher Education&nbsp; (Bristol: GB Higher Education Funding Council for England, 2008) <https://eprints.soton.ac.uk/52069/1/rd07_08.pdf> [accessed 10 January 2018]] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Amjad argues that there is a fundamental problem with the study of Islamic studies in both universities and in private Muslim higher education institutions, universities are criticised for being purely academic therefore not accepted by the community and the Muslim institutions are seen as alienated by British society. Amjad further adds in order for a graduate of Islamic Studies to be taken seriously they need to have an education in traditional Islamic studies.  This would place them in a suitable position to best understand their communities, if not they need to have the right surrounding to understand the world they live in to be able to support their community.[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Amjad M. Hussain, 'Towards Solving the Crisis of Islam in Higher Education', in Journal of Beliefs & Values, (2007) <http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13617670701712455> [accessed 12 January 2018] p.271] 


Bernasek and Canning state, discourses about Islamic Studies about its ownership and its importance as a subject alone has raised questions. These being whether; as a subject should it only be studied by the people who define themselves as Muslims, or is it that Islamic Studies, is the study of countries in where Islam is found to be most influential? Or is it a study of classical texts such as the Quran and Sunnah, which requires an excellent understanding of the Arabic language.[footnoteRef:7]      [7:  Lisa Bernasek and John Canning, 'Influences on the Teaching of Arabic and Islamic Studies in UK Higher Education', In Arts and Humanities in Higher Education, (2009) <http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1474022209339954> [accessed 10 January 2018]. p.265] 


Siddiqui report highlights the main factors for a change in provision for Islamic studies are because Islamic studies departments are teaching out of date material and trying to make sense by putting a strong emphasis on multi-culturalism.  There is still the lack of consensus on as to how it should be taught. The social science method has not been adequately questioned enough in regard to Islamic Studies. Further, there is not a link between education institutions and the staff. The future of Islamic studies has a more significant presence in universities, areas of public policy and funding.  This is a time where the interest in this topic needs to be taken into account and a response is required. [footnoteRef:8] [8:  Siddiqui, p.334] 


Dien research finds that to effectively study Islam one must combine both the spiritual and material elements. That Western scholars lack of understanding of Islamic methodology which includes the spiritual dimensions as well as the scientific one. For these reasons, and because Islam is a major world religion which should be studied both theologically and under religious studies. He argues if the countries dominated by Islam studied under Middle Eastern studies then this poses a risk to the religious dimensions. Dien further adds, that Islam should be studied objectively and subjectively within UK. He also states that Muslims should study their religion more in depth and this would be in order to improve Muslim awareness and the true spirit of Islam which is to call for peace amongst human beings. This can only be achieved through proper Islamic education. Dien explains there seems to be a lack of awareness about the religious dimensions and not just a political one.[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  Mawil Izzi Dien, 'Islamic Studies Or the Study of Islam?: From Parker to Rammell', Journal of Beliefs & Values, (2007) <http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13617670701712174> [accessed 10 January 2018]. p.253-254
] 


This short essay highlights some of the concerns in Islamic Studies in academia within United Kingdom. The associated issues and how these could impact the society at large. Namely they have been that students have been recruited from abroad leading to a lack of Muslim leadership in the long-term. That there are not enough educational institutions offering Islamic studies to meet the needs of the rising demand of the population of student’s interest rising from the current world affairs.  There has been rise in educational institutes taking an interest in incorporating Islamic studies however finding the right teachers and methods of teaching has been the problem.  
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