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Introduction 

Archaeology is the material research which helps us create a deeper and detailed understanding of the history of humans and their lifestyles. (Diane Boudreau, et al, 2023) 
Archaeologists are able to use these techniques and findings to help better our identities and societies. This is then useful to explain different cultural patterns and concepts. (Bates, 2010,p.31) 
A major and controversial practice within archaeology is the study of ancient burial practices and afterlife beliefs. (Mike Parker Pearson, 1999)
Throughout history, there has been many different burial practices and traditions. By looking at the burial techniques, we are able to identify a lot about the person who was buried. We can find out, what culture they were associated with, their religion, status and gender.  Archaeologists are able to do this by taking fragments of any of the surviving bone, skin or hair fragments and are then they can recognise and reveal the deceaseds life as well as their death. (Mike Parker Pearson, 1999) 
Not only are archaeologists able to determine the lifestyle of the deceased, but they are also able to identify any illnesses they may have experienced. With this technology, archaeologists are able to cure certain modern-day diseases and illnesses. (Mike Parker Pearson, 1999)



Ethics of the archaeology of death 
A big debate within the archaeological world is the question about the ethics surrounding digging up the dead. Within archaeology the three biggest issues are surrounding the practical welfare, the philosophical value, and the political impact. Many people often wonder why archaeologists feel the need to unsettle the dead and disturb their place of rest.  (Alfredo González-Ruibal,2018) 
A lot of people find it hard to understand the whole process of digging up the dead and placing them in museums. A lot of people believe that the dead should be given back to their ancestors and be able to rest. A very important and powerful part of history is the case of Saartjie Baartman.  Baartman was a young woman, who was born in 1789 and died in the year 1815. During her short time on earth, Baartman was born to the Griqua tribe of the Khoisan people. In 1810 Saartjie was captured by the Dutch colonists and was help by the French government for her exotic heritage and looks. While Saartije was being held captive, the rest of her tribe were slaughtered by the Dutch. (Jean Young,1997) 
After a humiliating life of being put on freak shows around Northern Europe, Saartjie died due to the conditions within her captivity. Her body was then sold, her skeleton was taken for medical examination and studies, her body was stuffed and put on display. Saartjie’s genitalia was put into jars also to be examined. (Jean Young,1997) 
Saartjie was on display for over 100 years within the Louth. It was not until the 1950’s that the Louth decided that her remains should only be viewed by appointment only.  (Jean Young,1997) 
It was not until Mandela decided to bring South Africa back into a functioning society, that the South African government realised that this important aspect of South African heritage was missing. Nearly 200 years after Saartjie was captured and imprisoned, she finally was able to be returned to her home country and be given a proper burial and place of rest. (Jean Young,1997) 
Saartjie is not the only person to be put on display for hundreds of years, even now within many museums there are remains of the dead who have been disturbed and dug up. Many people can argue about the rights of the dead and the disrespect archaeologists are still given them. (Jean Young,1997) 




Ancient burials 
Across the word, there has been so many different and varied meanings of death throughout history. Studying the process of these different burial practices and traditions, archaeologists are able to contain a variety of further evidence and information to give them an insight into the origins and history of certain ancient cultures and customs. (V.A Alekshin et al, no date)  
Humans have been burying objects with the dead for thousands of centuries. Archaeologists do not know why exactly this tradition started, but it is believed to of been viewed that the deceased were able to bring these objects into the afterlife with them. In some traditions, food and offerings were left to the gods. ( Conor Feehly, 2023) 
The way different cultures have preformed their burial practices is one of the most important and interesting sources within archaeologically. (V. A Alekshin, 1983) 
Ancient burials can inform us on so many different aspects of different cultures and their history.  Not only does the deceased body tell us about the culture, but another major source of understanding and expanding our knowledge of these ancient cultures is actually the material culture which had been buried with the body. These are usually greatly preserved.  These material objects are able to tell us so much, such as their social status and their political views. These materials can be great tools and sources of information to help us understand these ancient practices and cultures, but these materials can also be extremely misleading and inaccurate. The families of the deceased may want to have the deceased, to be remembered in a certain way. Which could lead them being buried with artefacts which do not represent or reflect them as a person. If we take a look at ancient children's burials, many children were buried with gold and jewels. It is very unlikely that these children would have been wearing these jewellery’s every day while they were still alive but was more likely a family treasure. The family would have more likely of believed that the child would have taken the goods into the afterlife with them. (Alex R. Knodell, 2008) 


Beliefs 
Archaeology is able to offer many different perspectives on the different types of cultures and customs from around the world. With the help of archaeology, we are able to create an understanding of how ancient people lived as well as where. Being able to explore and examine ancient burial sites is crucial for archaeologists to be able to understand the changes throughout history and how these different societies evolved and overcame these differences. Archaeologists are able to dig deeper into history and they do not just go off what if written down in historical records, but in fact they are able to see for themselves and have a proper analysis of ancient history. Because of how profound history has been, archaeology covers all aspects of history, including religion, region, and cultures etc. One important aspect archaeological evidence and discoveries is that archaeologists have been able to interpret and identify the life of Jesus.  
If we take a look at Christianity, it has been a long battle for many Christians to prove that their faith and the many stories within the bible did indeed take place. With the help of archaeological research and studies, there has been considerable progress towards proving this. (Kristin Romney, 2017) 
One major miracle Jesus had preformed, was the healing of a paraplegic man. For many years many people have been dismissing this miracle as ever happening as nobody was able to find the site of the pool of Bethesda, where this miracle took place. In recent times archaeologists have discovered extensive evidence and traces of this site, found underneath various ruins of churches.  With the help of archaeological evidence many of the ancient beliefs and practices surrounding this ancient religion has been proven to be true. (Kristin Romney, 2017) 
By being able to find all these archaeological finds proving the existence of Jesus, this has helped many Christians throughout the world, to dive deeper within their faith and ancestors. Not only has archaeology helped Christianity, but it has also helped many people connect with their ancestors and has helped them with their spiritual journey by understanding their family's past. Without the help of archaeologists, these individuals may have never known about their families, and their communities and their connections to these ancient civilisations. Archaeology is the foundation to uncovering and understanding the historical mysteries of these societies, which without archaeology would stay unknown. (Archäologie der zukunft, no date) 

By archaeologists learning about all the different cultures and religious practices from around the world, not only are we getting an insight of the lifestyle of these cultures, but we are also learning about their origins, laws, food, languages and social norms. National park service, no date) 
Every single culture has a unique and diverse burial practice. Some may cremate the body, some may give the body back to nature and some may bury the body in a tomb. Even neighbouring communities will have slightly different traditions and practices. An object can also mean different things depending upon where about in the world it was discovered. Many of these objects will relate to the culture's impression of the afterlife and their origin as a society. (National park service, no date) 

Conclusion 
Throughout the whole of history, death and burial has always occurred. All cultures have believed in some form of afterlife, may that be reincarnation, heaven or an afterworld. A cultures burial practice and their traditions can tell us a lot about them as a society and their views on the afterlife. (Real archaeology, 2022) 
The material objects which are found within a person’s grave is extremely valuable and important to archaeologists. Not only are these funerary objects found within graves, but these can also be found within burial sites. Depending on the culture of the ancient civilisation, it will determine whether the funerary object will be, animals, jewellery, weapons or pottery. By archaeologists analysing the remains, they are able to identify the gender, age, lifestyle, occupation and any health conditions the person may have had. (Real archaeology, 2022) 
The way the body was laid out, and their funerary objects can inform us on this cultures view of the afterlife. (Real archaeology, 2022) 
[bookmark: _Int_jxuSotzV]In some cultures, these funerary objects could be a personal symbol of that person. It could be their gold rings, their favourite toy, their weapon or even a portrait of them. In other cultures, the funerary objects may been seen as having a more practical meaning, such as within the ancient Jewish traditions, the body is seen as not being able to properly rest until the body has been fully cared for and prepared for the afterlife. This is known as the Tahara. (Real archaeology, 2022) 
By studying the different aspects of these ancient traditions within many varieties of cultures, archaeology methods are able to provide a detailed account of history and an understanding of why they did what they did. (Real archaeology, 2022) 
Not only would these individuals be able to inform us about their origins and culture, but it can also help us understand and interpret modern illnesses and diseases and can even provide a cure or prevention. (Real archaeology, 2022) 

Each culture has a diverse and unique burial tradition and practice which has been practiced and developed for generations. Archaeology is able to widen people’s understanding and perspective of certain tradition and cultures. Archaeology is able to work along side many different fields of study, such as bioarchaeology and physical anthropology. But working with different fields, archaeological research can be extremely advanced and have a significant impact and influence on how modern people see their ancestors and their historical heritage.( the British museum,2024) 
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