A magistrate is a volunteer position who oversees various local judicial procedure at the local level. Magistrates are in charge of evaluating cases in the Magistrates' court and play a significant role in the system of criminal justice. They often sit in benches composed of three people, and decide cases in line with the law, and the evidence that is provided (Magistrates Association > About magistrates, no date). They may be responsible for issuing warrants, setting bail, holding hearings, and delivering judgement in cases. Magistrates are frequently asked to rule on infractions of the law, traffic offences, and civil disputes. Based on the findings of, a report by the magistrates association in 2020, only 12% of magistrates defined as being from a black, Asian, or minority ethnic background, compared to the 14% of the general population. Nonetheless, this lack of diversity among magistrates is one of the major complaints of the Magistrates court system. It can also be argued that, there are concerns, that underrepresentation of youths and those from less fortunate backgrounds are frequently raised (Diversity of the judiciary: 2020 statistics, 2020). The lack of diversity as mentioned above, according to critics, might cause magistrates to be biased, and out of touch with the people they serve. As a result, they demand more efforts to be made to hire magistrates from a wider variety of backgrounds and more training on problems of cultural diversity and sensitivity. (Crayford, 2020). The reliability and calibre of judgement in the judges court system has been brought up as another concern (Storey, 2013).
According to, Penelope Gibbs, Director of Transform Justice, contends that having lay magistrates is pointless if they are not chosen, trained, and employed efficiently. She has indicated, that if the institution is to survive, it requires significant change and investment. As it is, she believes, that magistrates should be stripped of the ability to imprison because they lack enough training. (Campaigning to Transform Justice, 2020). Overall, the magistrates in the UK continues to be a significant component of the judicial system, and offers a useful service to local communities, despite the fact, that there are certain flaws, that need to be addressed. In order for judges to properly perform their duties, it is crucial, that efforts must be put into making sure, that they are reflective of the larger community. Their primary duties are rule over hearings and trials. They take both sides evidence into consideration, decide whether or not it is admissible, and then provide a ruling in accordance with the law. Issuing summonses and warrants. Magistrates choose witnesses to testify in court and issue arrest warrants for people accused of committing crimes (Witness Evidence and Questioning — Defence-Barrister.co.uk, no date). Magistrates decide whether to release a prisoner before trial and, if so, what the appropriate bail amount should be (Government Digital Service, 2015).Furthermore, to guarantee, that witnesses, and jurors tell the truth, magistrates give oaths to them (Courts and Tribunals Judiciary, 2022c).What is more, magistrates have the authority to impose punishments on individuals who have been convicted of a crime (Courts and Tribunals Judiciary, 2022b).Ultimately, magistrates are crucial members of the legal system who work to uphold the rule of law, and defend the rights of every party.
Moreover, in addition to what the Ministry of Justice stated after considering each survey result, they have chosen to shut down 86 court, and tribunal locations while keeping 5, with another 22 sites closing, but with modifications to the original plans. Furthermore, the government is dedicated to modernising access to and delivery of justice. During the next four years, they will invest £700 million to modernise the court and tribunal facilities, deploy cutting-edge IT systems, and improve the justice system's effectiveness (Ministry of Justice, 2017).
Moving on to, the qualities a magistrate needs. To begin with, a person can become a magistrate without any prior legal education or training. Secondly, magistrates must be able to consider, and absorb the viewpoints of others, and quick to change. Also, they are supposed to conduct themselves with honesty, integrity, and the greatest professionalism. Next, independence and free from external pressures or factors, that could impair their judgement is very important. Not only but also, must act swiftly, decisively, and in accordance with the law, and the relevant facts while making judgements. Following this, magistrates, are supposed to preserve the values of justice, and fairness in all of their decisions, and to have a profound regard for the rule of law. Finally ,to make wise judgements, and have the capacity to assess complicated and perhaps contradictory facts, a strong dedication to public service, and a devotion to upholding the law and serving the community (Courts and Tribunals Judiciary, 2022e).
Magistrates are essential individuals that oversee the administration of justice in many nations all over the world. However, like any other system, their use of justice has benefits and drawbacks. Firstly, to begin with some of the benefits of Magistrates in the Administration of Justice, are the fact, that magistrates are more affordable than judges since they frequently do not need to have the same degree of legal education and training (Allbon and Dua, 2019,p. 339).In contrast, this makes it possible to appoint more judicial officials for less money, as magistrates can handle a lot of cases swiftly and effectively. Secondly, this implies that cases are processed more quickly, enabling quicker dispute settlement. Furthermore, we have accessibility compared to judges, magistrates are frequently more approachable. Additionally, magistrates are frequently locals and may add significant local expertise and insight to the judicial process (Courts and Tribunals Judiciary, 2022b). To elaborate, the downsides of being a magistrate is how little legal expertise they have. compared to judges, magistrates do not have as much legal education. This might result in, injustice being done, and bad legal decisions being made. As well as, patterns of sentencing are inconsistent. Notably, for offences that appear to be similar, different magistrates in various regions impose vastly different punishments (Allbon and Dua, 2019,p.340). In addition, a problem has emerged because magistrates frequently believe the police as witnesses to crimes, that are heard in magistrates court, without examining other possibilities (Allbon and Dua, 2019,p.341).Resulting from this, can give the impression, that the law is being soft, and it might not be a strong enough deterrence for some offences (Courts and Tribunals Judiciary, 2022c).
It can be seen that, during the last 20 years, prolonged reforming procedures have gradually reduced the function of magistrates in England. The introduction of additional magisterial tasks, such as the supervision of out-of-court dispositions and a larger level of cooperation with local justice initiatives, is one of the current government plans' goals in order to realign and "strengthen" their role. (Reforming the Role of Magistrates:, 2014) Also, as stated ,and recommended in report by House of Commons, the Ministry of Justice should make sure that at least 90% of users can get to the closest magistrates court location by public transport in less than an hour (The role of the  magistracy, 2016).Additionally, implementation and support  for the expansion of magistrates sentencing authority to include a 12-month sentence (The role of the  magistracy, 2016).This suggests that, will free up an estimated 2,000 more Crown Court days each year .Further, establishing Nightingale Courtrooms around the country to enhance capacity, and allow for more cases to be heard. The amendments will take effect in the coming months as a result of a commencement order signed by the Justice Secretary. However, before this modification may take effect, magistrates must undergo appropriate training. The Judicial College will supply this as stated by Ministry of Justice (Ministry of Justice, 2022).
In all, magistrates are crucial to the local enforcement of the law. They oversee a variety of legal proceedings, such as traffic violations, civil disputes, and criminal trials. They are responsible for comprehending the law, and ensuring that justice is administered in a fair and impartial manner. Thus, without magistrates managing legal cases would be the sole responsibility of higher courts, who would be overburdened by the number of cases. By addressing matters, that don't need a higher court's involvement, magistrates contribute to the legal system's efficiency. They work to uphold the rights of everyone, uphold the rule of law, and preserve public safety. Yet, their limited legal expertise, possible prejudice, lack of independence, and constrained sentencing powers may also pose difficulties for the administration of justice. Overall, magistrates are an essential component of the legal system, providing a critical link between individuals and the broader legal framework.
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