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Introduction / Background
Both the Construction and Tourism industries over the last decade have experienced turbulent times, such as the great recession of 2008, a result of the global credit crunch which saw a continued period of increasing unemployment and continuing negative growth (al, 2011).
Fast forward to current times and these industries have recovered well, according to a 2016 Welsh Government workplace employment report (Welsh Government, 2017), state the Tourism and Construction Industries come in at 1st and 3rd place respectively in terms of the number of people employed in these industries within Wales.  Combined, they are both big players in contributing to the Welsh Economy.  
In our modern times within society and industry, buzz words such as ‘sustainable’ ‘eco’ and ‘responsible’ are continually being used – we all have a part to play, no matter how small in looking after the health and wellbeing of our planet.  

Issues
From the 1st of April 2017 a new law came into effect in Wales called the Wellbeing of Future Generation Act, formed into statute by defining Sustainable Development in Wales.   It outlines the challenges such as:
· Poverty
· Climate change
· Poor health and jobs within certain groups
By law there are over 40 public bodies that must unite to make things run smoother, bodies such as Natural Resources Wales, National Park Authorities and Local Authorities to name but a few.  This works by adhering to 7 individual goals developed for all parties to work toward, also known as the Wellbeing Goals:
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In all decision making, public bodies must take on board the affect it will have on people living in Wales.  To be sustainable they have to be mindful regarding:
· The long term
· To eliminate issues happening in the first instance
· Working effectively and positively with others
· Implement new decisions by engaging with people and communities 
(Welsh Government , 2016)
With this information in mind, as my research proposal I shall make an attempt to highlight the impact from sustainable tourism and identify the relationship this has on the construction industry 
Within my researching time frame for this assignment I was unable to locate any such specific studies/journals that have previously been completed in relation to my chosen industries and subsequent topic, however I have found many articles relating to each topic individually written around the sustainability value of Tourism and Construction.

Literary Review 
Statistics and Investment
In an age where consumers are becoming more ethically conscious and more aware of the impact of, for example of air travel on the environment they are deciding to holiday within the UK, specifically Wales, or as it is more commonly referred to as a ‘Staycation’.   
Figures published by Welsh Government under the Wales Tourism Barometer report in November 2017 confirm that Welsh tourism businesses have announced a 45% year on year increase in visitor numbers and a 42% rise in the number of people visiting from England, Scotland and Northern Ireland.  Possible reasons for this substantial increase could be linked to the devaluation of the Pound against the Euro, uncertainty about Brexit and the increase of terrorism throughout Europe having a knock-on effect especially at UK border points at airports and ports.  (Welsh Government, 2017).  
The flip side of this according to a report by Ceri Coleman-Phillips has also brought a surge of European visitors due to their more favourable exchange rates. (Coleman-Phillips, 2016).
Projections of growth within the tourism and construction sectors commissioned by the UK CES (UK Commission for Employment and Skills expect to increase by 10,000 and 9,000 new jobs respectively between 2014 and 2024. (Skills, 2016).
Business grants created by government include the Tourism Investment Support Scheme which assists tourism related businesses to benefit from a cash lump sum to improve their facilities, having a direct impact on energy efficiency, environmental improvement and therefore increasing site capacity.  This will have a positive knock-on effect to the construction industry as trades and services will be needed to supply and fit any related products.
Accommodation
Sustainable tourist accommodation in Wales is as popular as ever with travellers spoilt for choice.  A few examples include:
· Eco Holiday villages such as Bluestone Holiday Park in Pembrokeshire.
· Award winning Eco Guesthouse Bryn Elltyd in Gwynendd – powered completely by renewable energy.
· Top of the Woods Eco Campsite located within the Pembrokeshire National Park – Winning the Green Key Award and Tidy Wales Award for the 2nd year running.
· Alternative/quirky options such as Bell Tents, Yurts, Tipi’s and Timber Glamping Pods. (Visit Wales, 2017).
Each one has its own individuality and appeal; however, sustainability is one thing that unites them all…  
Environment 
Out of all the industries in Wales, Tourism depends completely on the principle of our natural environment and in terms of development this must be a fundamental priority.  From reducing damage to the environment to being mindful of using where possible sustainable/locally sourced products and materials. 
An example of this would be the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park and their positive pro-active way of managing resources and sustainable development.  Offering a costal bus service to tourists and locals alike therefor cutting down on vehicle emissions, reducing vehicle numbers on the road and generating income for the area.  Buses are dog friendly too.  Litter isn’t confined to the park it is a problem shared with rest of the country, volunteer litter pickers congregate over the Summer to help clean up beaches, paths and the bays of the area. (Pembrokeshire Coast National Park, 2017).

Objectives
After my initial research I would be looking to identify the following:
· Further investigate conflicts arising between industry and relevant government legislation.
· Look at case studies that have been carried out further afield and analyse information obtained.
· Identify any factors directly or indirectly that could threaten the relationship between industry.
· Establish questionnaires for public and experts alike and analyse data
· Collect sustainability programme information from industry contributors, compare and contrast.


Methodology
Primary information / data is collected from interviews, surveys, observation and discussion with participants which is conducted by the researcher, the collation of primary data can sometimes be a longer process but does provide first hand data. 
Secondary data is information / data that has already been published elsewhere, be it in journals, on the internet, within government bodies and business bodies.
Quite commonly both methods are used in the process of research as it gives individuals and or companies the opportunity to compare their own set of data against any previously generated data obtained.
Most of tourism related research requires the collection, analysis and conclusion of statistical data and is therefore distinctively quantitative (Veal, 2006) so therefore this technique shall be adopted, in this case any subsequent data will be primarily numerical.
As the tourism industry in the UK is generally at its peak from the period of the beginning of April through to the end of September, it would I feel be advisable to wait until the end of the peak season before information gathering can begin.  The 1st of October 2018 would be an ideal suggestive start date. 
The reason behind this thinking is that enough time would have passed during the year to capture people’s optimum opinion and if anything, industry related, changes or comes into force during this time frame then this can also be taken into consideration when analysing the final data, this point could be construed as a possible limitation however.
Tools such as plot.ly would be a favourable option to use to process and present the data in chart or graph form.

Considerations
Undertaking any such research survey the question of ethical consideration comes into play, there are several to mention:
· Informed consent – to ensure that the persons part taking in the survey are fully informed as to how their data is to be used and for what purpose, giving them enough information that they are happy to proceed by form of consent.
· Harm – It is essential that no harm, physically or mentally is done unintentionally or otherwise in the process of the research.
· Confidentiality – meaning that apart from the researcher the information is not made accessible to anyone.
· Anonymity – the contributor’s identity is unknown to the researcher and is therefore a more innate structure of confidentiality.  This can sometimes be seen as an issue as quite often both parties are known to one another and may be a difficult consideration to enforce fully.
Other considerations that may be anticipated are that of costs, to include:
· Fuel – traveling to points of tourist interest to gather data and any visits to relevant government bodies and construction companies.
· Membership fees / access costs - for the use of data analysis programmes.
· Office supplies – minimal costs may be incurred for the use paper, ink and envelopes to produce the questionnaires for people who may not have access to the internet as I predict the majority being sent through email as an attachment.  

Evaluation 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The conclusion of this research data may be used to further improve the relationship and/or to make suggestions to the two industry bodies, with the possibility of ultimately influencing policy in the future.  
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