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[bookmark: _Toc48464506]1.0 Introduction:
Virtual learning environment (VLE) is a teaching tool of educational technology that
provides a digital platform of courses of study. The research starts with the aim and objectives of
the report. Continuing with the rationale of the report, literature review, primary data collection
and analysis, secondary data collection and analysis ending with a conclusion and an
acknowledgement of resources used.
[bookmark: _Toc48464507]2.0 Aim and objectives
The research aims to analyse the impact of VLE (virtual learning environment) on the learning experiences of students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.
The objectives are:
· To analyse the concept of VLE
· To identify and analyse the factors that influence the student learning experience
· To evaluate the impact (positive and negative) of VLE on student learning experience with references to the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.
· To develop some recommendations to overcome the negative impact of VLE on the learning experiences of students in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.
[bookmark: _Toc48464508]3.0 Rationale of the report 
In the current pandemic situation of Coved 19, virtual learning has become an important part of learning in all the learning institutions. Students are bound to shift their learning method from physical classrooms to virtual classrooms. Although virtual learning method has helped to avoid a complete stop in students' learning and teaching, it has some important deficiencies as well. Therefore, the study seeks to compare and understand the way the benefits of virtual learning can be captured and the challenges can be avoided for ensuring uninterrupted learning of the students.
[bookmark: _Toc48464509]4.0 Literature review 
[bookmark: _Toc48464510]4.1 The concept of VLE:
The VLE (Virtual Learning Environment) is a tool, which refers to an education system where the students can take the courses online through the internet or World Wide Web (Barari et al. 2020). The students can take a lesson through the online video conference and can get the study materials through the email. The VLE makes the facility of online exams to the students. It has become the most popular system in the 21st century due to the maximum of the students are busy in several professions to afford daily expenses (Hill et al. 2013). As a result, the students have no time to go physically to an institution to take a course. The VLE helps those students to take education, who are living in a different part of the country or out of the country.
[bookmark: _Toc48464511]4.2 Learning theories
Constructivism:
The constructivism refers to the reflections of the understandings of a student about a subject. The students learn something about a topic and describe the thing according to the student's point of view instead of the words, written in a book; therefore the students can conclude self-realization about the topic (Barbehön, 2020). 
The students can make a deep realisation about the subject through the constructivism, though it has such negative points. There are such subjects, such as mathematics, geography or the science, which is tough for the maximum students to describe with the help of the self-realization, therefore the mistakes can happen (Grant, 2016.). This mentioned theory can be used to teach the literature, language or any professional coerces, in another side, this theory cannot be so much useful to teach such subjects due to the ability of understanding of each student are not the same, therefore there are such difficulties are seen to use this theory.   
Connectivism:
The Connectivism refers to the learning process through the internet, through which the students can share more data in a group or to other people (Downes, 2020). Through this collaboration, the students can get more information about a subject, through which the students can enhance their knowledge. The sharing of information through the world wide web helps the students to increase the connection worldwide. 
Though the practice of this theory helps the students in enhancing the skill and the knowledge, still it has such drawbacks.
The students learn according to the learning ability therefore the slow learners cannot go with the flow of the quick learners. This process may influence the students in creating the groups, where the people may belong from the same label of the learning capacity, which can lead the students towards immature learning (Hill et al. 2013).
The students can get huge information about a subject, which is not possible to keep in mind and it’s taught to select the perfect information to put into the right place among this information, which is counted as a drawback of this learning procedure (Downes, 2020).      
[bookmark: _Toc48464512]4.4 Positive and negative impact of VLE on Student learning experience:
The positive and the negative impact of the Virtual Learning Environment are followings.
Positive impact:
The implementation of VLE saves time and afford of the students to go to an institute to take courses. People can do the study or take a class according to a convenient time. 
The VLE helps people to do study from anywhere such as from home or the workplace, which makes the students interested in this education system (Waheed et al. 2020).
People can do the study from out of the country also, which helps those people, who are interested to take a course from a university of a country but have problems to be migrated. The virtual learning environment helps the students to manage the time. For example, the students can attain the class and also can do any other work at the same time (Arslan and Kaysi, 2013). This time management helps people helps to do the study and also to focus on careers at the same time.
This theory has become more popular and preferable to the stude4nts in between this Coved pandemic. The offline educations of the universities are completely off in these days as a result, the students and the universities are showing interest in VLE to continue the courses. 
Negative impact:
The concept of VLE is standing on the World Wide Web such as email and so on. The network error can be a reason for the difficulty to attain a class (Waheed et al. 2020).
There can be high traffic in the network through which the students can face the buffering problems.
4.5 Solutions to the challenges linked to VLE in student learning experience:
Though the VLE is having a deep impact on today's education, still it has such issues as demonstrated above. This system needs a smart solution to give better service shortly. The universities will focus on maintenance of the websites to avoid the traffics, through which the students will be able to attain the classes without the interruptions, which will ensure the good learning (Paracha et al. 2020).
The universities should make the video recording facility available to help the students in watching the video even after the classes, through which the doubts of the students will be cleared (Barker and Gossman, 2013). 
[bookmark: _Toc48464513]5.0 Primary data collection and analysis:
[bookmark: _Toc48464514]To collect the primary data, a few questions were asked from the students of the Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus, which are mentioned below.
[bookmark: _Toc48464515]Question 1. Are you the age of 18-21, 21-30, above 30?
	 Options 
	Total number of respondents
	Number of responses
	Percentage

	18-21
	30
	17
	56.66

	21-30
	30
	7
	23

	Above 30 
	30
	6
	20



[bookmark: _Toc48464516]Table 1: Age group

[bookmark: _Toc48464517]Figure 1: Age group
Analysis:
As discussed in the literature review, the students of now days mostly prefer the VLE. After having a question-answer season of the student of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus, this fact is cleared. The maximum students of this university, the age group of 18-21 and 21-30 prefers the VLE (Barari et al. 2020). 
[bookmark: _Toc48464518]Question 2. How many of yours involved in a profession to earn money along with the study?
	 Options 
	Total number of respondents
	Number of responses
	Percentage

	Part-time
	30
	14
	46

	Full time
	30
	11
	36.66

	Unemployed 
	30
	5
	16.66



Table 2. Number of working people

Figure 2. Number of working people
Most of the student of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus is involved in full time or the part-time jobs, to afford the expenses of study and the other expenses. Almost 46% of students of this university are doing a part-time job. Around 36.66% of people are doing a full-time job. Therefore people cannot be able to go to university daily. The VLE helps those students to take education.
Question 3. How will you do the numbering of VLE in between 1 to 10?

	 Options 
	Total number of respondents
	Number of responses
	Percentage

	1-5
	30
	16
	53 %

	6-8
	30
	10
	33 %

	9-10
	30
	4
	13.33 %


 
Table 3. The popularity of VLE among people

Figure 3. The popularity of VLE among people

Due to the mentioned reasons in literature review such as the flexibility of the time and places of doing the study and so on, most of the students of this university prefers this education system. 
Question4. What makes you more interest in VLE?
	 Options 
	Total number of respondents
	Number of responses
	percentage

	It saves time and effort of going to university
	30
	13
	43 %

	It helps me to attain the class from my workplace
	30
	12
	40 %

	It helps me in taking classes after reaching home 
	30
	3
	10 %

	Not interested
	30
	2
	6 %



Table 4. The number of people, prefer VLE

Figure 4. The number of people, prefer VLE
After collecting primary data from the students it is determined that 43% of students prefer VLE
as this is a less time-consuming learning process and it takes less effort from the students
giving them flexibility. According to 40% of the students, virtual learning gives them
the flexibility to attend classes from their preferable places. They can study through VLE even
from their workplaces. While a moderate amount of students answered the first two, similar
to the positive impacts of VLE discussed in the literature review, 10% said that VLE helps
Attending classes after reaching home. 6% of students, a very few showed no interest. Thus it
can be concluded that most of the students are interested in VLE because it saves time and effort and gives students the flexibility to attend classes from anywhere.
Question5. What is the reason behind disliking the VLE?
	 Options 
	Total number of respondents
	Number of responses
	percentage

	The network issue creates difficulty to understand the explanation
	30
	11
	36 %

	The heavy traffic creates problem such as buffering
	30
	13
	43%

	hard to make the doubts clear individually in a group
	30
	6
	20%


Table 5. The number of people disliking VLE

Figure 5. The number of people disliking VLE
While asking the students about the reasons for disliking virtual learning, a good percentage of
53.33% claimed of dealing with attention issues. According to them, it is difficult to
concentrate on the lectures in VLE. 30% of students said that they face technical issues during
the classes more often. They said it is disturbing when the internet connection goes off or any
other technical problems occur in between the ongoing lectures. They feel disturbed and
it affects their attention as well. 10% of students said they do not like VLE as it is a solo-
learning platform and they cannot have discussions with other fellow learners. This makes
them feel isolated and harm their understanding abilities as well. 6% of people showed no
interest at all. The data shows that most students do not like VLE as it creates a distraction in
concentration and due to technological disturbance which is similar to the negative impacts mentioned in the literature review.
[bookmark: _Toc48464519]6.0 Secondary data collection and analysis: 
Theme 1- Virtual Learning Environment is cost-effective and time-saving (Barker and
Gossman, 2013). Education can become costly sometimes especially if one is attending
campus every day. It costs transportation expenses along with other needs when someone is
outside their house. A big advantage of VLE is that students do not spend a lot on courses
materials and other amenities like textbooks. Virtual classes provide students with online
resources which are less costly resulting in less money spent on textbooks. On-campus tuition
fees are relatively high than virtual classes. Most virtual programs provided by the institution
authorities are affordable. With all these savings one more thing that brings satisfaction to the
learners is not worrying about the classes being unexpectedly cancelled and they do not need
to worry if they can attend the class within time.
Theme 2- Learners are more flexible in a virtual learning environment (Arslan and Kaysi,
2013). Learners, especially those who are working and studying at the same time having an
advantage of this system. In a traditional classroom, classes are scheduled at a specific time and
place and a learner has their schedules depending on the classes whereas, in a virtual class, a
learner can study according to their flexible timing. Learners can now spend more of their
time doing what they want. Attending campuses is another aspect. Whether from home or
office, one can have access to education from any place through virtual classes. Even if
the person lives outside the country of his chosen institution, he still can attend the classes

there. VLE has created an opportunity for learners to learn from institutions and lectures around
the globe.
Theme 3- Learners are not as concentrated as they used to be in traditional classrooms and
deals with isolation (Hill et al. 2013). With Virtual classrooms, students get opportunities to
attend their classes from anywhere. This is causing a lack of concentration as well. Most of the
Learners are not able to concentrate because of multi-tasking. Apart from this students are
showing feeble attention span while attending classes. With internet access, learners are more
likely to lose their attention in class and they tend to use the internet for other purposes even in 
between the class. Another issue learners deal with in isolation. Unlike a traditional classroom,
one cannot discuss with other associates or with the teacher instantly in the class
and there are no chances of discussion within the student which can enhance the understanding
further. It is mostly based on solo-learning.
[bookmark: _Toc48464520]7.0 Conclusion: 
Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) enhance the abilities of learners by engaging them digitally
and by giving them the opportunities of learning from a wide range of resources across the
borders. Through the analysis of VLE the three objectives such as analysing the concept of
VLE, identifying and evaluating the factors influencing learning experience and evaluating
the impact of VLE on student learning experience is completely and achieved. The last
objective of the research which is to develop recommendations to overcome the negative
impact of VLE on learning experiences of students is partially achieved. By the end of the
research, all over-evaluation of the impacts of VLE on overall education can be
determined reasonably.
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