OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group:


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

The observation occured on the 26th of September 2022 in a 3-16 school in an economically deprived area of South Wales. The tables were set up in individual tables of two in rows facing the front. The children had been placed in a seating plan that had been constructed by the teacher. The observation came from a top set year 8 history lesson that began at 11:50am which was the first lesson after the first break time.





	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

At the very beginning of the lesson, while the children were settling down, the teacher wrote a date on the board (October 10th). The teacher explained that this was a starter activity and while she was doing the register the children were to discuss in pairs what that date could mean and why it was significant. After the teacher had completed the register she asked the class if anyone thought they knew why October 10th was significant. Only one hand went up and the child appeared very eager to answer. The teacher asked the child for their ideas to which the child answered ‘It is Christopher Columbus Day.’ The child went on to show that he had lots of historical understanding on this topic and the teacher encouraged him to share his ideas and knowledge. After the child had finished, the teacher praised him with ‘positive points’ and prompted to class to give him a round of applause. The work then consisted of three questions the children had to answer in relation to Christopher Columbus. However, the teacher gave the child who answered the starter question two extra questions to complete which were questions that would require further knowledge.








	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Regarding this critical incident, I think an avenue of research worth looking into would be operant conditioning paying particular attention to positive reinforcement. The teacher praised the child for improving his historical knowledge outside of school and that praise may encourage him to continue furthering his knowledge.

Another research area that could be significant could be Assessment for Learning. If the teacher is aware that the child often has more knowledge than the rest of the class, AFL could help the teacher understand the level the child is at in particular areas and accomadate work for the child that suits his needs. 




	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

The observation came from a top set year 8 history lesson that began at 11:50am which was the first lesson after the first break time. The children came into the class quietly and settled down to listen quite quickly. Throughout the lesson the majority of the children were engaged and eager to participate in answering and asking questions. 

At the end of the lesson I asked the teacher about the child who had answered her starter question. She informed me that the child was passionate about history and went out of his way to do research in his own time. The teacher did admit that sometimes it can be difficult to accomodate work for him as he is usually a lot more knowledgable than the other children. She explained that he will often finish tasks pretty quickly so she tries to accomodate 



































Record 2
	Date and time, year group:


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

The observation occured on the 26th of September 2022 in a 3-16 school in an economically deprived area of South Wales. The critical incident came from a history lessons from a mixed ability group in year 7. The tables were set up in individual tables of two in rows facing the front and the children had been placed in a seating plan that had been constructed by the teacher.




	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

During the History lesson a child at the front of the class was talking to the person next to him on several occasions. The teacher noticed this and asked him three times to stop talking and distracting the person next to him. However, the child did not listen and continued to talk after being asked to stop. As the child had not listened the teacher then asked him to move to the back of the class in a seat which was next to me and took away ‘positive points. The table we were sat on was an individual table of two facing the front so the only person he could engage with was me. As the teacher carried on with the lesson and set work I observed that the child became totally disengaged and did not even write the date in his book. He did not join in with any class discussions and had his hands over his face for most of the lesson. 



	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

From what I observed I believe one of the main avenues of research could be to look at behaviour management. It would be interesting to investigate different behaviour management methods and which ones could work effectively in the scenario found in the critical incident. It is important to correct behavioural issues in the classroom but it is also important that the children stay engaged with the lesson.

Another area of research I would look at is punishment with direct reference to B.F.Skinners operant conditioning specifically foucusing on negative reinforcement. From what I observed, negative reinforcement was used when the teacher took ‘positive points’ away from the student and when the teacher removed the student from his original seat next to a peer. It would be interesting to study whether using negative reinforcment strategies like these have a long term poisitve effect on behaviour or not. 


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

During the lesson I asked the boy if it was the first time he had been moved by a teacher and he said no. He expressed that he was often moved from his seat in class or sometimes even sent out of the classroom for talking.

At the end of the lesson I asked the teacher whether the child’s behaviour was out of character and she said that he was often loud and disruptive. The teacher said that she had recently put a seating plan in place but as they were year seven she did not know the students well enough yet to know whether they were sat next to the right person. 

The lesson was directly after the children’s first break time and the whole class seemed more excitable and distracted than they had been in the morning lessons. 

The teacher explicitly made it clear that the child needed to stop distracting other’s and told him that she would move him if he did not correct his behaviour. The child did not correct his behaviour and therefore the teacher was consistent with her punishment.
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Record 3
	Date and time, year group:


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

The observation occured on the 26th of September 2022 in a 3-16 school in an economically deprived area of South Wales. The critical incident occured in a year 7 mixed ability class during an English lesson directly after lunch time. The tables were set out in rows of 5-6 pupils facing the front of the classroom. The child involved had ALN.


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

It was the first lesson after lunch time and the children all seemed more excited and distracted than they had been during previous lessons in the day. Due to this the classroom environment was loud and busy. I noticed a child get up from his seat and open a tray that was full of fidget toys and ear defenders. The child took a pair of ear defenders and sat back down in his seat to carry on with work that had been set by the teacher. I noticed that the child was sat on the end of one of the rows of tables and was sat closest to the teacher’s desk. While they were doing the work that had been set the teacher walked around and checked that the students were on task and asked individuals if they needed help.

At the end of the lesson I asked the teacher whether the child often used ear defenders and she explained that he autism and would often help himself to the tray of fidget toys and ear defenders if he felt he needed them.

I also asked the teacher if there was a seating plan in place and she told me that there was. The teacher explained that she had placed the child with autism on the end of the row of tables and near her desk as it was easier for her to access him if he needed any support.


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

The first area of research I would look into is ALN. It was great to see that the teacher had her own supplies of fidget toys and ear defenders for her children to use as support for them. I found it interesting that the child went over to help himself to the tray with no fuss and knew he could access them without asking anyone first. I would like to look into how teacher’s can support ALN students in the classroom in ways that are unique to each individual.

Another area I would look at is the use of seating plans. Seating plans are often seen by students as a punishment for bisbehaviour however I saw in my observations that this was not the case. The teacher had used the seating plan to place the ALN child closer to her for him to have easy access to any extra support he needed from her. It would be interesting to see how seating plans have negative and positive effects in the classroom and when it is appropriate to use them.


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

It was the first lesson after lunch time and the children all seemed more excited and distracted than they had been during previous lessons in the day. Due to this the classroom environment was loud and busy. However, even though it was loud and busy the class were still engaging with the work that the teacher had set for them. 

I asked the teacher two questions after the lesson. The first I asked is whether the child often used ear defenders and she told me he had autism and would often help himself to any fidget toys or ear defenders he felt he needed during the lesson. Secondly, I asked the teacher if there was a seating plan in place and she told me there was and that she had placed the child with ALN close to her desk for him to be able easily access support from her.
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