Middle Kingdom statuette, reinscribed for Harsiese High Priest of Memphis in the Third Intermediate Period: 68.101
The object I have chosen to analyse is a statuette of Hariesse: A High Priest of Memphis in the Third Intermediate Period. However, it is said that the inscriptions that depict the statue to be of the Priest was inscribed at a later date and the statuette was created somewhere during the times of the Middle Kingdom to the Early New Kingdom of Egypt which would be ca. 1981–1550 B.C. This would mean that the statuette would have been made during the 12th- 18th Dynasty’s and is said to have been found in the area of Levant, more specifically Byblos. The statuette stands at about half a foot tall with a diameter of about two inches, made of a sandstone called Greywacke (giving it a distinct dark grey colouring) with inscriptions on the lower front and the back – which read respectively “The Iunmutef-priest Horsiese, true of voice” and “The Sem-Priest, greatest of the directors of craftsman (high priest of Memphis), the Great official, Horsiese true of voice”.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  The Metropolitan Museum of Art. “Middle Kingdom statuette, reinscribed for Harsiese High Priest of Memphis in the Third Intermediate Period” https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/552927. Accessed [26 March 2020]] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The statuette appears to be in very good condition considering it is a few thousand years old; only minor erosion in the lower right and mid left areas with very insignificant surface scratches spanning the whole statue. It can be inferred that because this statue has been kept in such good condition and was preserved carefully by the Egyptians, that it held high value and worth in the contemporary culture. It can be said that this statue was probably one of a kind or at least that the statue would have been made in small quantity to commemorate a single shrine. Not only was the statue kept in good condition but the initial quality of the statue also tells us about the context in which it was made: The statue itself is made to a high standard and shows a high level of detail for the time in which it was made, thus showing us that it was made to honour a person or deity of importance[footnoteRef:2]. Further exemplified when it was later re-inscribed to be dedicated to a High Priest of Egypt. The statue would not have been mass produced and been used in every household, this can be inferred because of the value of the material in which it was made – while it was not the most expensive material ever, it was also not the cheapest nor easiest to make or manufacture: for mass produced products like dolls or religious statues would have been made of cheaper materials like wood[footnoteRef:3]. From this we can learn, that not only were the people of Byblos particularly good stone masons and were skilled in the arts of statue making, but, they were also a civilisation advanced enough to be able to make such arts as luxury items. They city must have been of a fair size to be able to warrant this kind of art work, for a smaller civilisation would not have wasted the time and resources on non-essential, non-practical symbolism. [2:  Dr. Calvert, Amy. “Egyptian Art.” Khan Academy, Ancient Egypt, https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-art-history/ancient-mediterranean-ap/ancient-egypt-ap/a/egyptian-art [Accessed 31 March 2020]]  [3:  https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-art-history/ancient-mediterranean-ap/ancient-egypt-ap/a/egyptian-art “Modes of three-dimensional Art” [Accessed 31 Mar. 20]] 

The coming of the Middle Kingdom saw the introduction of statues similar to this one called block statues that were carved from single piece of stone, this type of art stayed popular for the next 2000 years.[footnoteRef:4] Block Statues like this one were never of Kings or Deities and instead were used to portray mostly men and very rarely women. The size of the statue usually represented the importance of the person being depicted: the larger the statue the higher the importance in society, with the tallest being up to 1.5m tall and the average statue being 20cm-60cm[footnoteRef:5] However, sometimes smaller statues such as this one (15.7cm) were part of larger shrines dedicated to one person – it can be inferred that as the statue being described is of a High Priest (a person of high importance in contemporary times) that this statue was possibly part of a larger collection in a shrine. This idea is reinforced by the fact that the statue is one straight block of stone: stone statuary was very much a non-expressive material that kept the features relatively blank with little dynamic aspects to it, this was done to achieve a “naturalistic” idealised version of the individual, which would have been ideal for iconography in shrines. Another aspect of this design that reinforces the idea of the statue being in a shrine is that it is all facing one direction, which would mean it would have been easy to manipulate where it was facing, i.e. a larger statue or a religious symbol.  [4:  Nelson, Ken. "Ancient Egypt for Kids: Middle Kingdom." Ducksters, Technological Solutions, Inc. (TSI), www.ducksters.com/history/ancient_egypt/middle_kingdom.php. Accessed [25 March 2020]]  [5:  Schulz, Regine. “Block Statue” UCLA Encyclopedia of Egyptology, 1(1), 2011-09-20 https://escholarship.org/uc/item/3f23c0q9 [Accessed 26/03/20] p. 1] 

While the statuette has inscriptions dedicating it to the High Priest Horsiese of the Third Intermediate Period, it has been said that the Statuette was originally made a few centuries earlier in Levant during the Middle Kingdom. From this we can learn that somewhere along the line, the statue moved from the ancient city of Byblos to Egypt, this could have easily been through trade as trade between the two cities reignited at the start of the start of the Second Millennium B.C.E. (roughly around the time that the statue is said to have been made).[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/187667/mod_folder/content/0/Byblos.pdf?forcedownload=1 p. 690 ] 

In ancient contemporary times, the city of Byblos (where the statue is said to have been originally from) was heavily influenced by religion and had several temples and monuments dedicated to religion. (See Map 1[footnoteRef:7]). It is therefore sensible to conclude that this statue was almost certainly originally created as an offering to a deity, as part of a shrine or temple. Its secondary purpose does not derive too much from its original function as it was then later used in a similar fashion to appraise the High Priest of Memphis Harsiese.  [7:  https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/187667/mod_folder/content/0/Byblos.pdf?forcedownload=1 p. 690 ] 
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