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Introduction
Bora da pawb, I’m Amanda Comey and croeso to my presentation on multilingualism, multi-thinking.
(McLeod et al., 2015) Stated that a child’s capability of how to communicate successfully is important for contributing to daily life and will put in place the groundwork for their future academic, social, and professional achievements.
(McLeod et al., 2015) Also mentions that speech and language competence is important throughout early childhood. The ability of speech and language connect with literacy, numeracy, and social-emotional outcomes at school, giving children the starting point for involvement in the community as adults.
In this presentation today, I am going to explain to you what bilingualism/multilingualism is, and what the main benefits are to having English or Welsh as an Additional Language. I will also be discussing how bilingualism/multilingualism affects brain development in children, promotes divergent thinking, and how all these links in with the Foundation Phase and Cwricwlwm Cymreig. 

Benefits of bilingualism/multilingualism
I am going to begin by looking at the benefits of bilingualism/multilingualism. 
The online Encyclopaedia (2019), states that bilingualism is defined as being able to speak two languages, usually the ‘mother-tongue or first language’, and also a second language. A bilingual person’s competence in their two languages can be equal, or the speaker may be more confident using their mother-tongue and less confident in using their second language. Multilingualism is when a person can speak more than two languages.
For children, being able to understand, speak, read, and write in more than one language, Mah (2016) says has many advantages. These include building self-confidence, and their willingness to participate in a variety of activities that may be delivered in different languages. 
Mah (2016) also says that children will get knowledge of different cultures, learning about how they live, and different celebrations. This could help them to accept the different cultures and hopefully reduce the risk of racism and xenophobia in the future. 
Pierre de Galbert, (2019) Quoted Mandela’s well known saying that “If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head.  If you talk to him in his own language, that goes to his heart.” This quote means that if you were to talk to someone in their mother tongue then that will mean more to them and it will go to their heart.  
Mah (2016) Says that research has revealed that having more than one language can improve cognitive ability in children. The research also mentions how children who are learning another language for longer, this will help them with their cognitive skills and later on in life they will be more confident and accomplished in a variety of tasks such as problem-solving compared to monolinguists. 
Divergent thinking
Exploring your own mind (2021) Says that a child’s ability to think divergently is unique because the child’s mind is open to different opportunities whether they be strange, new or thinking logically. Regardless of this from time to time, the imaginative ability will fade away as the child grows up. Furthermore, they say that divergent thinking creates many answers to one problem, teaching the children that there is not just one answer to a problem. If you were to listen to a child’s ideas and inform them that they are right or wrong with their answer their confidence will begin to suffer, and they will start to have trouble saying what they think.
Exploring your mind (2021) goes on to say that boosting divergent thinking in children is important because they will feel supported psychologically, this will help their confidence to grow. Without the children being criticised they will be able to learn different concerns and come to a different answer as well as ideas.
Chomsky (2018) states that children are born with the natural ability to learn languages. Chomsky created the Language Acquisition Device or LAD, it has six important values they are - the ability to learn language is something everybody is born with
· The development of language is natural and automatic
· All children have a LAD
· Found in the brain the LAD allows children to quickly develop the language
· An important ability to help children learn languages is the gramma
· The LAD’s function is to convert the key skills that are difficult while learning a language, but centring on the conversion of gramma




Brain development
MAH (2016) stated that being a multilingual will lead to improving the episodic memory and semantic memory no matter at what age. A benefit relating to the memory, research has shown that multilingualism can help slow down the start of illnesses in connection with memory loss, such as Alzheimer’s and dementia. 
Tutor2u (2021) explains what the episodic memory and the semantic memory is. The episodic memory is when any events have happened in a child’s life such as first day of school, or a day out with the family. These memories can be remembered and discussed with family and friends. Similarly, to the episodic memory, the semantic memory are memories that can be remembered but this memory is based more on the facts.
Links with the Foundation Phase and Curriculum Cymreig
According to the Welsh Government (2014), even though there is a framework in place to teach English as an additional language, there is not a detailed framework for Welsh as an additional language. 
The Unity and Diversity guidance document (Welsh Government, 2010) highlights the importance of “...race equality and ethnic, cultural, linguistic and religious diversity”. This links to the UNCRC Article 2 which states that children should not be discriminated against for any reason related to difference or diversity (UNICEF 2016).
Furthermore, the Welsh Government (2014) underpin their policies to do with children and young people with the ethos promoted by the UNCRC. This includes embracing different languages and cultures within the school curriculum, and they state that “...Learners learning English/Welsh in addition to a different home language should be valued, included and appropriately challenged, as well as provided with opportunities where possible to maintain, and gain accreditation in, their home language” (Welsh Government, 2010). The Welsh Government (2010) are also quoted as stating that they would like “to see the Welsh language thriving in Wales” so that future generations are able to meet the “growing demand for Welsh-medium services in our “diverse communities”. 
The Welsh Assembly Government’s (2003) idea is that this is achieved through the Cwriciwlwm Cymreig, which aims to “meet the needs of each setting and locality” and “foster a sense of belonging” whilst meeting the needs of individuals as well Furthermore, Cwriciwlwm Cymreig aims to provide opportunities for practitioners to encourage the use of the Welsh language and provide activities which embrace Welsh culture and teach young learners about the traditions of Wales (Welsh Assembly Government, 2003). In practice, this could be done, for example, by allowing children to participate in activities through the Urdd and the Eisteddfod in Wales (Welsh Assembly Government, 2003).

Conclusion
So, to conclude…Baker (2014) asked Why is bilingualism/ multilingualism essential for children in Wales? The explanation he gave is that it will have a big effect on their lives. A child’s identity, friends, and their schooling with being bilingual, multilingual, or monolingual it is to be expected that it will shape the child ready for later in their adult life for employment, marriage, preferred where they choose to live, travel and thinking. Therefore, being bilingual/ multilingual will increase their opportunities and choices. 

Diolch yn vaw for listening to my presentation, I hope you enjoy the rest of your day
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