Part 4 HPFY3005                                               David John Thompson


Identify your main argument and create a plan for your essay/presentation.



Essay Title: Preservation of photography in archival collections
Investment in Digital over Analogue

INTRODUCTION

Digital photography is fast replacing analogue photography (Sacconaghi et al. 2005, p.59, Clark, 2009, p.2). Over 1.4 trillion photographs will be taken in 2020 (Carrington, 2020). Therefore, it is absolutely necessary that archivists actively invest in the most up-to-date digitisation techniques and technology to safely preserve digital images. 

ARGUMENT

Ann Fenech stresses that digitisation has led to a lack of expertise and investment in the preservation of traditional photography in the archives (Fenech, 2013, p. 107).  Though this may be the case, it is equally important, if not more crucial for archivists to also invest in safeguarding digitised photographs. 

In the past years, archives have reduced their digitisation ‘tools’ (Conway, 2010, p. 426). As a consequence, they are unable to keep pace with the rapid development in digital technology. Not a lot is known in the preservation of archival digitised images to ensure long-lasting preservation (Langford and Biliss, 2008, p.340). Therefore, archivists must invest in resources to adapt to the new changes in technology. Modern file formats should be introduced before old formats become obsolete. Updated tools and practises in digital preservation need to be provided and followed.
Digitisation is also indispensable for the preservation of analogue images. The life expectancy of a traditional image can be extended by digitising the original, thus making it accessible for a longer period of time. 

CONCLUSION

To summarise, the main objective of digital preservation in archives should be to ensure digitised images are accessible and functional, on a long-term basis. Investment must be made in digital preservation and archivists should consider proposed changes in both available technology and future technologies that are developed.
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