Discussion on the nature and direction of my chosen discipline and their relationship within the wider range of humanities

My chosen discipline is joint honours ancient history and archaeology. This subject is part of a group of subjects called the humanities. Subjects under the humanities can be defined as any disciplines that look into, explain or describe the inner workings and expressions created by the mind. Many subjects fall under this listing as it is a very wide definition, some of these subjects could include ancient history and archaeology, linguistics, media studies, creative writing, anthropology and Philosophy. The humanities however are not limited to just these subjects and have been growing more and more fragmented over the years, this means that the subjects are getting more and more separated, with each area splitting off into subgroups, which makes it hard to look at the full picture. When it comes to defining ancient history one of the first questions that comes to my mind is what separates ancient history from modern history? According to an article on the website SimilarDifferent, Ancient history is more often defined as any history taking place before the renaissance or before the fall of the Western Roman Empire, while modern history is anything from there to the current day (A Qualls, 2023). Despite all the different subjects, ancient history as a whole seems to cover most of them, while it mostly goes over what exactly happened in ancient times it is very connected to many of the other humanities subjects. Similarly, archaeology involves using remains of different sites, from bone, to rock, to coal and more, to identify what might have happened in that area and learn more about the context and workings of the people before us.
I chose to take ancient history and archaeology because both subjects are interests that I’ve had since I was young, I’ve always been curious to learn more about things in general, and I really enjoy learning about history and all the different stories. My favourite part of ancient history is Greek mythology, while I do enjoy the study of ancient Greece as a whole, the aspects of the mythology have always grabbed my attention closely, they shaped a large part of who I am as a person. A part of this I enjoy delving into at the moment is the morality behind Greek mythology, such as how we hold the Gods to human morals and if it makes sense to do so. As an example, Zeus is shown throughout Greek mythology to be a horrible womaniser who won’t take no for an answer, in the morals of today he is not a good person, however can we hold him to that? The Gods were sometimes thought to be an extension of mortals worst desires, so when it comes to all these stories of the horrible things Zeus has done, are we not the ones who have dragged him down to our level and are now holding him to our own morals? This is not something I have a clear answer to, but that’s another part of the subject that I love, very often there will not be a correct answer, or at least not one that we’ve found, the research and new topics will never end because there is no ending. Going back to archaeology I could say the same thing, yes we have all these things that have been dug up, and we have our ideas of what they could be. Some things we may have more confirmation on, through written text, drawings, or just any further recordings, but some of these things are yet to be fully understood. We could think we understand something, and then one discovery can change the entire narrative of an object or site, you can never be fully sure of something, so the research continues.
Ancient history and archaeology overlap very well as subjects because their aim is similar, to find out what happened in the past and learn more about it. Archaeology can also provide the resources needed for ancient history to thrive as a subject, we also learn what the artifacts found through archaeology are through studying them with ancient history.
Archaeology links into the other subjects because it provides material and information from which the other humanities / disciplines are able to build off of, without archaeology to dig up relics and decode their meanings, we wouldn’t be able to learn anything about the things we know now.
Philosophy as a subject is a study of the ancient world, how they thought and how they acted among other thing, you can trace the roots of philosophy to ancient Greece, it also shows in how they developed the origins of democracy as early as “late 6th century B.C.” (B Little, 2021), this began in Athens, when they started to set out the steps for a new system in politics that had never been seen before. This system was later named the demokratia system, which is related to the word democracy that we use now. The demokratia system worked by offering more power to the male inhabitants of Athens, it gave them a place to decide what happened with their lives and home rather than just listening to whoever was the ruler or dictator at the time. The demokratia system was said to last until around 322 B.C. and was one of our earliest recorded democracies, though this has come into conflict in more recent times, it is still shown to have a large influence on the democracy and philosophy in the Mediterranean, it also helped to create other political system in Greece as well as having influence on the Romans. Without ancient history we would have no way to know how the systems of the past worked, and in turn we would not have the philosophies and democracies that we have now. Many Greek philosophers also shaped how we see the world to this day, such as Socrates who taught us about inquiry and questioning our own beliefs, most of the stories of Socrates were told through his students that carried on his philosophy, such as Plato, (Historyskills). This also links to ancient history and archaeology, as if we had not discovered and learnt about these teachings, we would not understand philosophy as well as we do.
When it comes to English literature and creative writing, there are a variety of links back to ancient history, firstly the language we use today is developed from the Greeks and Romans, for example the word duo has Latin origin and is commonly used in the English language today. Many elements of writing we use are also found in old writing, and we can use this old writing to learn more and develop the writing skills and trends we use now. Another common trend in modern media is rewriting old stories in modern styles, such as the musical Hadestown, which follows the story of Orpheus and Eurydice but includes modern elements such as a railroad and capitalism, while still including tales of the Greek Gods. All of this information we get through learning about the history of literature and reading the old stories to give us ideas for new ones. Archaeology is also linked to this as we have unearthed many old works of literature and continue to do so, which sheds more light on the writings of the past and helps us to learn how we developed these stories in the first place. There is also the fact that even ancient stories are still read and even popular to this day, such as the Odyssey which is still being read on its own or interpreted into different stories, such as the Percy Jackson books by author Rick Riordan actually containing some references to the Odyssey, particularly in the first and second books of the series.
Similarly to the other subjects, religious studies would be unable to fully exist or function without ancient history and archaeology, religion has been around for almost as long as humans have existed, with one of the first noted to be animism, which is said to have been believing in a power that is above you as well as possibly believing in spirits or similar energies. However the oldest religion that is still actively practised is said to be Hinduism (J Mark). We are able to discover artifacts that show the beliefs of ancient times as well as giving us some idea towards their rituals and religions practises, many of which are carried on today. Ancient history holds a similar link, by researching into the past we learn more about the religions both no longer around and the ones we still practise in the modern world, it also allows us to see how things have been changed or adapted over time.
For anthropology it also would not be able to exist without ancient history and archaeology, we could still study the people that are alive now, but we would have no way to study the people of the past or have anything to compare the modern anthropology to. Ancient history and archaeology shed light on ancient cultures from long ago, allowing us to experience such a variety of human culture and understand where a lot of the culture we have now comes from, as well as allowing us to study them properly, therefore linking anthropology to both ancient history and archaeology for similar reasons of being connected as subjects, which leads us back to the point about fragmenting subjects mentioned earlier, as realistically they are the same basis of study just with more specialised interests in the separate subjects, while ancient history and archaeology looks into everything as a whole.
When it comes to modern history it may seem to have less of a link to ancient history because they are talking about two different time periods, however there could be crossovers between those two time periods that require looking into the prior time period to fully understand the modern time period, a lot of history from modern times is also adapted from ancient history so it is unlikely we would have a lot of our information on modern history without the information we get from ancient historians in the first place. Archaeology is also a vital part of modern history as it provides the resources through which we can learn about the modern history, it links the two subjects together because we would not have a lot of the information that we have access to if we were not able to retrieve the evidence of it through archaeology.
It is clear from all of the above evidence that ancient history and archaeology hold a heavy link to all of the humanities subjects, since the large majority either would not exist without them or would lack research and information without the assistance of the two. Ancient history and archaeology will continue to be linked to the other subjects in the future as they have a beneficial relationship, even if the humanities continue to fragment between each other, they will have no reason to separate their link from ancient history or archaeology.
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