
Week 4 Reading List 2026 

Divination and Oracles in Ancient Tibet 

Required Reading 
 

Dotson, Brandon, ‘A Fragment of an Early Tibetan Divination Board from Mīrān’, in 
Volker Caumanns, Marta Sernesi and Nikolai Solmsdorf (eds), Unearthing Himalayan 
Treasures: Festschrift for Franz-Karl Ehrhard, NIndica et Tibetica Verlag, Marburg 2019. 

Erlewine, Michael, ‘Tibetan Astrology’, The Tibet Journal, Vol. 37, No. 2 (Summer 
2012), pp. 31-72. Library of Tibetan Works and Archives. Available at EBSCOhost 
Academic Search Premier. 

 
Gerke, Barbara. ‘The Art of Tibetan Medical Practice’, in Theresia Hofer (ed.), Bodies in 
Balance, New York: Rubin Museum of Art/University of Washington Press, pp. 16-31. 
Available on JSTOR. 

Hoban, Isabela Basombrio, ‘Nechung: A Tibetan Oracle in Exile’,The Tibet Journal, Vol. 
33, No. 2 (Summer 2008), pp. 33-64. Library of Tibetan Works and Archives. Available 
at EBSCOhost Academic Search Premier. 

 
Nebesky-Wojkowitz, René de. 1956, repr. 1996. Oracles and Demons of Tibet. Delhi: 
Book Faith India. Available here: https://www.tsemrinpoche.com/download/Buddhism- 
General/en/Rene%20de%20Nebesky%20Wojkowitz%20- 
%20Oracles%20and%20Demons%20of%20Tibet.pdf 

 
Additional Reading (available online or on Moodle) 
Collins, Dawn. 11. Seeing the Gods: Divine Embodiment through Visualisation in Tantric 
Buddhist Practice. Religion and Sight. Equinox eBooks Publishing, United Kingdom. pp. 
200-220 Jul 2020. ISBN 9781781797495 
 
Roney-Dougal, S. M. ‘Tibetan Psychic Traditions’. The Tibet Journal, Vol. 43, No. 1 
(Spring/Summer 2018), pp. 3-15. Library of Tibetan Works and Archives. Available at 
EBSCOhost Academic Search Premier. 

Samuel, Geoffrey. ‘Healing, Efficacy and the Spirits’. Journal of Ritual Studies 24, no. 2 
(2010): 7–20. (The Efficacy of Rituals, Part 2. Second volume of two-volume special 
issue edited by William S. Sax and Johannes Quack.) Available at EBSCOhost Atla 
Religion Database 

 
Yoeli-Tlalim, Ronit. ‘A Tibetan Image of Divination: Some Contextual Remarks’. 2018. In 
Vivienne Lo, 羅維前, Penelope Barrett, David Dear, Lu Di, 蘆笛, Lois Reynolds, Dolly 
Yang 楊德秀 (eds), Imagining Chinese Medicine. Leiden/Boston: Brill, pp. 429-440. 
Available on Brillonline Open Access Books; JSTOR Open Access Books. 



Yoeli-Tlalim, Ronit. ‘Bodies in Balance’, in Theresia Hofer (ed.), Bodies in Balance, New 
York: Rubin Museum of Art/University of Washington Press, pp. 91-104. Available on 
JSTOR. 

 
 

Additional Reading (other) 
Clark, B. 1995. The Quintessence Tantras of Tibetan Medicine. Ithaca: Snow Lion 
Publications. 

 
Cornu, P. 1990.Tibetan Astrology, Massachusetts: Shambala Publications. 

 
Wallace, V. (trans.). 2004. The Kālacakratantra: The Chapter on the Individual together 
with the Vimalaprabhā. Columbia: American Institute of Buddhist Studies. 


