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What not to do when
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online.
· ‘agree to meet with someone you don’t know
· send money to people you don’t know
· post nude photos
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post anything about someone that is not true
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post your personal information’ (Surfnetkids, no date).
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Reflecting on the leaflet which has been created this written work will discuss the importance of children’s safeguarding and danger related to internet usage. Each child or young person desires protection from harm or abuse. Every child is entitled to safety with adequate measures in place (Savage, 2020). Safeguarding is the responsibility of every person and to protect children from any harm and promote their welfare (Children Act, 2004). It is crucial that all the adults and specialists who work with children should be capable to acknowledge the signs of abuse and how abuse can affect children. The definition of safeguarding from the UK government takes to consideration four aspects such ‘as protecting children from maltreatment, preventing impairment of children's health or development, making sure that children grow up in circumstances consistent with the provision of safe and effective care   and taking adequate action to enable all children to have the best outcomes’ (HM Government, 2016, p.5). Adequate policies and acts have been put in place to protect children and young people such as The Education Act (2002), The Children Act (2004), The United Nations convention on the Rights of the Child 1992 and Keeping Children Safe in Education 2019. They are supported by other related documents like Working Together to Safeguard Children (DCSF, 2010), Every Child Matters (DFES, 2003), and Safeguarding Children and Young People (Charity Commission, 2014). All of them are arranged to protect children and to give guidance to all organization which work with children to make sure adequate actions are taken. Unfortunately, sometimes the safeguarding system is not working as it should and children or young people suffering abuse and been harmed. The are a few cases where professional’s failure have had place and children have lost their life murdered following appalling episodes of neglect and abuse (Morris, 2013). The first on was the death of 8-year-old Victoria Climbié in 2000, the second was Baby P (Peter Connolly), who died in 2007, a 4-year-old Daniel Pelka (Peachey, 2013) or Ayesha Ali, Khyra Ishaq, Ayeeshia Jane Smith and Ellie Butler. When child dies it is because it has been abused or neglected answers are needed, and questions are raised why those who should protect them have failed to do so (Palmer, no date).  After the death of Victoria Climbie ‘the most extensive investigation into the child protection system in British history’ has been launched and revealed an absence of communication between all specialists and agencies involved (Macleod-Brudenell, 2004). Lord Laming (2003) report has suggested that serious   modifications are needed in the child protection system in response to the mistakes made by
professionals who had accountability for Victoria’s care. The thrust of the report was to make all professional to work together, boost co-ordination and communication (Lord Laming, 2003). After Lord Laming report, decisions have been made and a new legislations and policies have been developed. More attention has been put to children’s welfare.  One of the documents was Every Child Matters policy applied to every child from birth until the age of 19 and outlines 5 key principles of children’s rights. They have a right to be healthy, safe, enjoy, achieve and make a positive contribution and achieve (Every Child Matters, 2003). The purpose of this document was to make sure that children are safe and given the best chances in life.  In 2010 government as put particular importance on health visitors and social workers to carry out assessments at the child’s home and has changed terminology and whoever works with children will know the meaning of the term ‘safeguarding (Lang, 2020). There are more legislations such as Safeguarding Children 2008, Children Act 2004, Common Assessment Framework 2006 and Working Together to Safeguard Children 2007 have been put in place to tackle child abuse. Right now, all institutions which working with children up to age of 18 must have and follow safeguarding policies and procedures. As every child regardless of whether they are considered vulnerable or not, their age, gender, religion or ethnicity, is protected from harm (NSPCC, no date). To make sure children are safe schools have put in place different strategies. All schools must have safeguarding policies and most of schools can be called as closed sites. They equipped with fences, CCTV, and accessible only through a controlled entrance (High Speed Training, 2018). As Section 175 of the Education Act 2002 ‘sets out a requirement for schools to plan to safeguard and promote the welfare of children’. Schools must provide surroundings where children will be feeling safe to learn, play, and grow. Children should enjoy environment they are in and need to know that they can talk to someone if anything bothers them (High Speed Training, 2018). Moreover, it is important to remember that safeguarding not only applies on site but also off site of the school. Education setting have strict procedures for safeguarding when pupils are outside school buildings. The well-known way to record safeguarding decisions is via risk assessment (BBC, 2020). When talking about children safety important is to mention one of the most known theorists Maslow. His hierarchy of needs is relevant to safeguarding and well-being of children and young people (Aubrey and Riley, 2020). In addition, LSCB (2013) outlines that every child should be valued, respected and 

treated as individuals to make them feel a vital part of the safeguarding commitment. Bronfenbrenner (1979) is another theorist who outlines how important family and safety is in physical, cognitive, emotional and social development of children. The family is the biggest influence because they are the most trusted by children. As Oswalt (2008) suggests good or bad environment and encouragement will affect child grow up and development. Staying safe is about being safe from abuse, bullying, any harm, injury and having a steady home environment. Children must feel protected to be able to achieve their full potential. As everything around them is changing it is important to make them aware about different types of danger. Today, internet plays a vital part in children’s and young people lives. To safeguard them is important and to control what they are doing when online and what risk they are at.  The purpose of creating an E-safety leaflet is to outline and inform interested people about how dangerous internet could be. Internet is a ‘large system of connected computers around the world that allows people to share information and communicate with each other’ (Cambridge Dictionary, no date). Cyberspace makes people connected with the world and became popular in their lives. One of internet advantages is that has made information easy to access but it is important to remember and make children aware that not every resource is reliable (Sample, 2018).  Another advantage is that cyberspace is communication network, TV is now available online and in addition to this allow everyone to send emails instantly (Sample, 2018). There are many different social media sites which enables children and young people to communicate. Entertainment is another advantage. Pupils can play games, download movies, watch web-series and they are having unlimited access. They are spending a lot of time online and as Cassidy (2014) points out ‘Almost four in 10 young people fear they are addicted to the internet, according to new research, prompting fears from children’s campaigners that youngsters could leave themselves vulnerable to cyber bullying’. In addition, Balkman (2014) also argue that ‘internet is a “lawless jungle that will soon be too dangerous for children to use and cyberbullying law is “not fit for purpose”. Another advantage of being online is that children can access different services for example can purchase books or other resources (Mitra, 2013).  After discussing advantages, it is important to outline disadvantage of using cyberspace. The purpose of the leaflet is to make children and young people aware that a lot of useful information is available on the internet, but a lot of the are unverified (Henley, 2013). This could be extremely dangerous that is
why adults, education staff as part of safeguarding should verify the source of information before children access them (Nissly, 2015). The disadvantage of the internet is that child can be prone to hacking, malware or data theft. Their computer, laptop, iPad, mobile phone or other device should have a good protection to keep data safe and to ensure that passwords do not leak out (NSPCC, no date). According to Santosh (2019) another danger related to internet is that it can be highly addictive because it opens the door to an unknown world and has an impact on children’s social life. Mitra (2019) argues that:

There is a myth that computers make children more isolated and antisocial. Computers don't do anything of the sort. We, the adults, do, by giving children access to the internet alone in their rooms with tiny devices. We ask for trouble and we get it. So, put your computer in the living room, get a big, high-definition monitor that everyone can look at, tell children they can do what they like on it (Mitra, 2019).

Another disadvantage is that young children and teenagers have easy access to pornography and other such material. They also post inappropriate photos of themselves which can expose them to online grooming or bullying. As Henley (2013) point out:

The American Life Project found 91% of the 12-to-17-year-olds it surveyed post photos of themselves (up from 79% in the last such survey, in 2006) and 24% post videos. Another 91% are happy posting their real name, 60% their relationship status, 82% their birthday, 71% the town where they live and the school they attend, 53% their email address and 20% their mobile number (compared with 2% in 2006)(Henley, 2013, p.2 ).

Moreover, Greenfield (no date) also outlines that the situation in UK is remarkably similar as ‘there is a lack of awareness about the potential longer-term impact of information leaks’. That is why to protect children and young people it is vital that education staff, parents or other adults should monitor the internet usage and install parental control software on it. Pupils should learn how to be smart and stay safe online. The leaflet which has been created includes simple and short information about danger of being online. Outline importance of teaching children about simple rules how to stay safe online such as ‘never give your address or telephone number to anybody on the web, never arrange to meet somebody you have met via the web or don't send pictures of yourself to anybody’ (Berkshire West Safeguarding Children Partnership, no date).  

Summarizing, everything parents, carers or anyone who is involved in pipuls life do to keep them safe refers to safeguarding. Safeguarding policies play a vital role and they are crucial in education system. Teaching children about online safety is also part of safeguarding and promoting their well-being (Safeguarding Children, 2020). Teachers job is to promote children’s learning so they will be able to recognise and manage risk for themselves. Will help them to build their skills of judgement. A teacher should be role model and must be aware that is a part of multi-agency team. It is not teacher job to investigate or question child. Nevertheless, teachers are in position to observe and care for children. Finally, when talking about online safety it is important to remember that the present situation has changed drastically since the pandemic has started and children rely even more on internet since most of them are learning from home (NSPCC, 2020). As Grierson (2020) point out ‘children spending more time on the internet at home has created a “perfect storm” for abusers to take advantage of the Covid-19 pandemic’. That is why according to BBC (2020) 
‘it is more important than ever for parents and educational staff to have regular conversations with children about what they’re doing online and to reassure them they can come to you with any worries.”
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Safety online tips


Keep Personal Information protected


Keep Your Privacy Settings On


Make Sure Your Internet Connection Is Secure


Be Careful What You Download


Choose Strong Passwords


Be Careful What You Post


Make Online Purchases from Secure sites


Be Careful Who You Meet Online


Keep Your Antivirus Program Up to Date


Tell an adult if anything online makes you feel uncomfortable. (Kaspersky, no date)





(Dartford Bridge Community Primary School, 2021).





Before you post online –


THINK!!!


T – is it true? H – is it helpful? I – is it inspiring?


N – is it necessary?


K – is it kind?





(Kidscape, 2021)





Remember


‘Sometimes people will try to trick you into clicking dangerous links or sharing things about yourself. Or something you have shared might be used to bully or frighten you’ (The British Horse Society, 2020, p.1).
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Safe


Keep personal information private.


�Meet


Never meet with online ‘friend’


� Accept


Do not open emails of people you do not know.








Reliable


There is a lot of false information online.








Tell


Tell trusted adult if anything online makes you feel uncomfortable (Childnet, 2020)


























How to keep children and young people safe:


talk about what they think is normal online


Talk to them about where they go to get information they trust


Show them how to report any worrying behaviour they see online


Encourage them to think critically and question what they see online


Explain to them that sometimes people seem nice at first and then they turn out to be mean (Parents Protect, 2020).


Useful child friendly websites.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.askkids.com/" \h �www.askkids.com� � HYPERLINK "http://www.kidsclick.org/" \h �www.kidsclick.org� � HYPERLINK "http://www.nen.gov.uk/tandl" \h �www.nen.gov.uk/tandl�
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