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Essay 1: In consultation with your class tutor, choose one country which has achieved political independence since 1945. Select and assess key developments in its pathway to independence and in its history since then. Describe and evaluate its position on the world stage today and comment critically on its prospects for the near future.
Certainly, many historians would characterise the two decades following the Second World War as a period of intense struggle for independence across Europe, Africa, the Middle East, and Asia[footnoteRef:2]. Those who campaigned for independence were successful through either peaceful negotiation between European powers and nationalist leaders or wars of liberation. It was evident that this period was 'one of the great transformations in modern history'[footnoteRef:3], as those living under the imperialist colonial possession 'freed themselves from subject status'[footnoteRef:4]. A notable nation determined to free itself from the rule of the British was Ghana, formerly the Gold Coast. On 6th March 1957, the world would shift its focus to the affairs of the new nation of Ghana in West Africa. After World War II more than twenty other countries won their independence, but Ghana seemed to have a unique appeal to political commentators and correspondents. It was ‘the first country south of the Sahara to gain its independence’ in Africa[footnoteRef:5]. Many were impressed by its rich resources and enamoured by the colourful costumes of its citizens and its American educated leader[footnoteRef:6]. Consequently, early interpretations of Ghana would prove overly optimistic, its prospects often ‘overemphasised; its problems deemphasised’[footnoteRef:7]. Certainly, many had not considered the difficulties that would plague Ghana and the deliberate actions of colonial powers to ensure the continued dependence of former colonies to their imperial masters. This is the ‘neo-colonialism’ theory that Kwame Nkrumah would detail in his book[footnoteRef:8]. Questions of Ghana’s future has arisen; can Ghana free itself from the shackles placed by past colonial power? This essay will delve into Ghana’s pathway to independence; key events that have proven significant to its current position on the world stage. The themes of neo-colonialism, nation states and globalisation will run concurrent with a narrative of Ghana’s history throughout the essay and serve to provide critical insight into the cause and effect of its history and current situation. [2: Brian C. Smith, Understanding Third World Politics: Theories of Political Change and Development, 4th edn. (Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan, 2013) p. 54]  [3:  Smith, Understanding Third World Politics: Theories of Political Change and Development, p. 55.]  [4:  Smith, Understanding Third World Politics: Theories of Political Change and Development, p. 55..]  [5:  Williams, Justin, ‘The “Rawlings Revolution” and Rediscovery of the African Diaspora in Ghana (1983-2015)’, African Studies (Johannesburg), 74.3 (2015), 366–387]  [6:  Austin, Dennis. “Ghana since Independence.” The World Today, vol. 17, no. 10, 1961, pp. 424–35. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/40394101. Accessed 4 Dec. 2022.]  [7:  Cadman A. Mills, Politics, Politics, policy, and implementation: The ‘Ghanaian Paradox’ (2018) <https://www.brookings.edu/blog/africa-in-focus/2018/07/18/politics-policy-and-implementation-the-ghanaian-paradox/> [accessed 29 November 2022]. ]  [8:  Kwame Nkrumah, Neo-Colonialism: the Last Stage of Imperialism. (Heinemann Educational, 1968), p. 132.] 

The British had been weakened considerably after the Second World War. They were in a great deal of debt to the United States, who did not agree with Europe’s continued colonialist rule[footnoteRef:9]. After granting India independence in 1947, the British would turn to Africa to compensate for its loss of its Asian colonies with an increased economic presence in Africa. However, the Gold Coast, as elsewhere in the dependent empire, the post-war era would see an emergence of a new political class that was radical in its outlook and insistent in conveying its needs for independence[footnoteRef:10]. Many older conservative African chiefs, who were favoured by the British, were not representative of the population they served, as they sought reform within colonialism rather than championing the total removal of its powers[footnoteRef:11]. The First signs of reforms were seen in the new Gold Coast constitution of 1946, also known as the Burns constitution. The constitutional amendment allowed a majority of black members in its legislature. It was the first step the Ashanti and the colony had achieved representation within government. However, calls for change would not stop there as Ghana became restless with their colonial masters and Ghanaian nationalists were keen to mobilise a mass movement against colonialism[footnoteRef:12]. By 1947, J. B Danquah who was a representative for a small group of lawyers and traders in the southern municipalities would form the United Gold Coast Convention (UGCC)[footnoteRef:13]. It comprised of some of the most elite of Gold Coast society and aimed to get constitution reforms with a pathway to eventual self-governance[footnoteRef:14]. Returning to the Gold Coast after studying in the UK and the USA for many years in 1947, Kwame Nkrumah would become the secretary of the UGCC on the invite from Danquah[footnoteRef:15].  However, Kwame Nkrumah would later break away from the UGCC as he had far more radical views of independence. In June 1949, Nkrumah founded the Convention Peoples Party (CCP) that was a home-grown Peoples Party with its nationalist views appealing to a great deal of disgruntled commoners[footnoteRef:16]. Under the slogan ‘Self-government Now!’ it launched an independence campaign. It gained support by linking both social and economic grievances to its visions for political independence. It also rejected the limited British constitutional reforms. The party launched a ‘Positive Action’ campaign of boycotts, strikes and civil disobedience. Many welcomed Kwame Nkrumah as a national hero, who was viewed as a political leader with humble origins. The pace at which Ghana’s nationalist movements had taken root at first in the villages before finding expression in a national Peoples Party shocked officials. They had underestimated the speed at which the demands of the nationalist would spread and latch onto the local discontent. Despite the attempted by the British to isolate Nkrumah by dealing with only moderate nationalist leaders and issuing him with a three-year jail sentence, he was still able to stand for elections in 1951 and win from his prison cell[footnoteRef:17]. His success would see two political opponents, Governor Arden-Clarke and himself, work closely together to facilitate a faster transition to nationhood in the years that followed. Nkrumah who was once regarded as a dangerous radical, was now being pushed as a credible leader and a trustworthy associate for future British interest.  The lowering of the Union flag and the rising of Ghana’s new flag would signify its achievement of national independence and decolonisation. However, it remained to be seen whether Ghana would be truly free of external control. [9:  Nkrumah, Neo-Colonialism, p. 142.]  [10:  Douglas Rimmer, ‘The Crisis in the Ghana Economy’, The Journal of Modern African Studies, 4.1(1966) 17–32 <http://www.jstor.org/stable/159413> [accessed 28 November 2022].]  [11:  Douglas Rimmer, ‘The Crisis in the Ghana Economy’, The Journal of Modern African Studies, 4.1(1966) 17–32 <http://www.jstor.org/stable/159413> [accessed 28 November 2022].]  [12:  Irvin G. Markowitz, ‘Ghana Ten Years after Independence: The Development of Technocracy-Capitalism’, Africa Today, 14.3 (1967), 6–12 <http://www.jstor.org/stable/4184785> [accessed 4 December 2022]]  [13:  Irvin G. Markowitz, ‘Ghana Ten Years after Independence: The Development of Technocracy-Capitalism’, Africa Today, 14.3 (1967), 6–12 <http://www.jstor.org/stable/4184785> [accessed 4 December 2022]]  [14: Alfred Yennu, ‘International Trade and Economic Growth in Ghana - Benefits, Constraints and Impacts’, International Journal of Economics & Management Sciences, 10.4 (2018), 1-4 https://www.hilarispublisher.com/open-access/international-trade-and-economic-growth-in-ghana--benefits-constraints-and-impacts-2162-6359-1000541.pdf [accessed 28 November 2022]]  [15:  The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, J.B. Danquah - Ghanaian politician (2022) <https://www.britannica.com/biography/J-B-Danquah#ref282768> [accessed 1 December 2022]. ]  [16:  The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, J.B. Danquah - Ghanaian politician (2022) <https://www.britannica.com/biography/J-B-Danquah#ref282768> [accessed 1 December 2022]. ]  [17:  Cadman A. Mills, Politics, Politics, policy, and implementation: The ‘Ghanaian Paradox’ (2018) <https://www.brookings.edu/blog/africa-in-focus/2018/07/18/politics-policy-and-implementation-the-ghanaian-paradox/> [accessed 29 November 2022]. ] 

In the years that would follow, Nkrumah would attempt to smoothly transition Ghana from a colonial administration to a nation-state. He faced the challenge of forcing various ethnic groups to ‘move from perceiving themselves primarily as parochial and exclusive entities, to viewing themselves as members of a larger […] group- the nation-state’[footnoteRef:18]. It was no secret that many countries within Africa would face this very problem and even today it has never been completely resolved. The problem would be intractable in places like Rwanda, Nigeria and Somalia all leading to civil wars. However, some considerable progress would be made in Ghana under Nkrumah in creating a ‘ethnically pluralistic nation’[footnoteRef:19]. In fact, Yakubu Saaka notes that by the 1960s, most Ghanaians irrespective of their ethnic group would identify with the idea of belonging to one nation[footnoteRef:20]. Despite this, one cannot characterise Ghana as a nation-state. Skalnik in his book, ‘Why Ghana is not a nation-state’ argues that factors such as persistent tribalism, political instability, and the growing gap in its development of the south and north sections of the country prevent its ability to characterise itself as a nation state[footnoteRef:21]. [18:  E. O. Asafu-Adjaye ‘Ghana since Independence’, African Affairs, 57.228 (1958) 182–188 <http://www.jstor.org/stable/718325> [accessed 1 December 2022].]  [19:  David Rooney, Kwame Nkrumah Vision and Tragedy, 2nd edn. (Accra, Ghana: Sub-Saharan Publishers, 2007) p. 182.]  [20:  Hodges, Norman E. ‘Neo-colonialism: The new rape of Africa’, The Black Scholar, 3.5 (1972) 12–23 <http://www.jstor.org/stable/41203716> [accessed 1 December 2022].]  [21:  Robert M. Price, ‘Neo-Colonialism and Ghana’s Economic Decline: A Critical Assessment’, Canadian Journal of African Studies / Revue Canadienne Des Études Africaines, 18.1 (1984) 163–193 <https://doi.org/10.2307/485008> [accessed 3 December 2022].] 

However, Nkrumah attempts to transform Ghana and since his overthrowal would demonstrate true that political autonomy was in fact something of a façade, and instead the continuing presence of powerful Western economic interests lurked behind[footnoteRef:22]. This was what Nkrumah would describe in his book as neo-colonialism. Essentially, 'neo-colonialism is a socio-political and economic theoretical framework that describes an exploitative phenomenon, in which a nation effectively has second-class sovereignty and is ‘not master of its own destiny’. This is exemplified in 1966 when the Ghanian military with the help of the USA’s CIA, would carry out a coup d’état of Nkrumah’s government whilst he was out of the country[footnoteRef:23]. Unbeknownst to many at the time the overthrowal of Nkrumah’s government would be aided by the USA’s CIA but Nkrumah had his suspicions which would later be supported by a former CIA intelligence officer who released a book in 1978[footnoteRef:24]. Certainly, it is important to consider the context present here; this was during the Cold War era where the USA began to grow sceptical of Nkrumah’s alleged growing ties to the Soviet Union and China. His presidency would carry ideological themes of ‘Nkrumaism’ which is a socialist theory that aims to adapt Marxist-Leninist theory. His ideologies were far too close to the communist east for the Americans and western commentators. In fact, at the time of the coup d’etat, Nkrumah travelled to Hanoi, the democratic Republic of North Vietnam at the invitation of President Ho Chi Minh.  Undoubtedly, the removal of Nkrumah served to remind the African nation that whilst it has ceremonially achieved independence, it was still truly not economically and politically free from the influence of external powers.  In truth, the hand of external powers continues to pull the economic and political strings of the nations it once occupied. Certainly, in analysing the years that would follow Nkrumah’s administration, one could view the tumultuous period as a direct effect of neo-colonialism. Ghana’s government had a constant revolving door of rulers from civilian to military government. From 1969 a new constitution would facilitate transfer of powers to civilian government led by Kofi Busia, who would be ousted by Colonel Ignatius Acheampong. This would go on until 1979 when Flight Lieutenant Jerry Rawlings would lead a coup against General Akuffo. He would then go on to lead a second coup d’état on Hilla Linman who was placed into government by Rawlings himself. [22:  Rooney, Kwame Nkrumah Vision and Tragedy, p. 182.]  [23:  Rooney, Kwame Nkrumah Vision and Tragedy, p. 182.]  [24:  BBC, Four more ways the CIA has meddled in Africa (2016) <https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-36303327> [accessed 2 December 2022].] 

Later, Rawlings would come to power after overthrowing what would be seen as Hilla Linmans weak civilian government during which Ghana’s economy was deteriorating[footnoteRef:25]. He would accuse the government of leading the nation ‘to total economic ruin’ and subsequently establish the Provisional National Defence Council (PNDC) as the new government[footnoteRef:26]. However, it would be questions of legitimacy and authority of the PNDC and the Defence committee that would force Rawlings to take Ghana’s politics in a different direction, as many viewed his changes to be a way to undemocratically stay in power.  However, in 1992 a referendum would make clear the need for a multiparty democracy instead of a government by the military. In that same year, Rawlings would form the National Democratic Congress political party and lose to its opposition in 2001. It was evident that Rawlings had shifted Ghana away from military influence, as political scientist Gyimah-Boadi notes, ‘the new regime marked a break from a government or a party with military antecedents to a party without military antecedents’[footnoteRef:27]. It is here that one must consider the polarising figure of Jerry Rawlings. By the early 1990s Rawlings had led two coup d’état and would later become the elected president of Ghana. Of course, one must ask, why does his political legacy continue to divide the opinions of Ghanaians? In this instance, the division between the young and old generation. Rawlings is remembered by many older Ghanaians as a ruthless leader who launched retributive justice during the ‘housecleaning’ period in 1979, it was at this time that the country was ruled by the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council[footnoteRef:28]. Many wealthy individuals and Politicians had their assets confiscated and were arrested. Market traders would also have goods seized after being suspected of selling at a higher price than that of the ‘control price’[footnoteRef:29]. For the younger generation, he was a political leader who set the country on course to prosperity and political stability. It is undeniable that Rawlings government was important in shifting Ghana from its continuous instability faced post-colonialism.  Certainly, his reforms aided in the restoration of the state-citizen relationship. They are significant aspects of political normalcy, which reflected one of Rawlings' key political legacies, the reform of state institutions, which is fundamental to Ghana's strongly pro-democracy political culture. [25:  Nic Cheeseman, Eloïse Bertrand and Sa’eed Husaini, A Dictionary of African Politics, (Oxford University Press, 2019), p. 181.]  [26:  Cheeseman and others, A Dictionary of African Politics, p181.]  [27:  The Conversation, Some Ghanaians hate him, some love him: the mixed legacy of Jerry John Rawlings (2021) <https://theconversation.com/some-ghanaians-hate-him-some-love-him-the-mixed-legacy-of-jerry-john-rawlings-163310> [accessed 2 December 2022].]  [28:  The Conversation, Some Ghanaians hate him, some love him: the mixed legacy of Jerry John Rawlings (2021) <https://theconversation.com/some-ghanaians-hate-him-some-love-him-the-mixed-legacy-of-jerry-john-rawlings-163310> [accessed 2 December 2022].]  [29:  Dennis Austin, ‘Ghana since Independence’, The World Today, 17.10 (1961) 424–435 <http://www.jstor.org/stable/40394101> [accessed 1 December 2022].] 

Ultimately, Ghana has taken significant steps toward transforming its image on the world stage since Rawlings' presidency. However, there is still evidence of neo-colonialism within its economics today. The cocoa trade has long since been an integral feature of Ghana's economy, with the country being the leading exporter of cocoas during colonial times. However, the price of this commodity continues to be influence by two notable external factors. Firstly, the price of cocoa is set by commodity traders in both New York and London, not by Ghana[footnoteRef:30]. With the Ivory Coast now the world's largest cocoa exporter, Ghana must compete with them on cocoa prices. As a direct consequence, there is greater downward pressure on prices. Cocoa prices are highly volatile and constantly fluctuate, as a result workers have inconsistent income and in turn many struggles to escape poverty. Another external factor is overseas tariffs. Most of the cocoa bean processing takes place in Europe. Import tariffs on processed cocoa in the EU are significantly higher than those on raw cocoa. In 2007, for example, the EU levied a 7.7% duty on cocoa powder imports, a 15% duty on chocolate containing cocoa butter imports, and no duty on raw cocoa beans[footnoteRef:31]. Because of these tariffs, Ghana is compelled to export raw cocoa beans, foregoing the value added by processing. It was clear that neo-colonialism was still present in Ghana’s economy, however, this would be challenged by Ghana’s current president, Nana Akufo-Addo. In 2017, he would deliver a stern indictment of Africa’s aid dependency on ‘European assistance’ during a visit by French President Emmanuel Macron. Later, both the Ivory Coast and Ghana would raise the producer price of cocoa for its 2022-2023 crops. This would ensure that farmers ‘earn a decent income and make cocoa farming lucrative’[footnoteRef:32]. Whilst this was a testament to the attempts of Ghana to remove colonialist hands from its economy, the country is still struggling. Today, Ghana’s finances are at their weakest with the cedi now one of the worlds worst performers against the USA’s dollar. It is a sign of the dept of Ghana’s current economic crisis[footnoteRef:33]. It is struggling to manage its debt and rising inflation. In August 2022, inflation rose from 9.7% to 33.9% within a year[footnoteRef:34]. Ghana has attributed these massive drawbacks to that of COVID-19 pandemic and the Russian Ukraine War. Such struggle has forced them to seek help from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) for an economic support package[footnoteRef:35]. [30:  Douglas Rimmer, ‘The Crisis in the Ghana Economy’, The Journal of Modern African Studies, 4.1(1966) 17–32 <http://www.jstor.org/stable/159413> [accessed 28 November 2022].]  [31:  The Conversation, Ghana and the IMF: debt restructuring must go hand-in-hand with managing finances better (2022) < https://theconversation.com/ghana-and-the-imf-debt-restructuring-must-go-hand-in-hand-with-managing-finances-better-191877> [accessed 1 December 2022].]  [32:  The Conversation, Ghana and the IMF: debt restructuring must go hand-in-hand with managing finances better (2022) < https://theconversation.com/ghana-and-the-imf-debt-restructuring-must-go-hand-in-hand-with-managing-finances-better-191877> [accessed 1 December 2022].]  [33:  The Conversation, Ghana and the IMF: debt restructuring must go hand-in-hand with managing finances better (2022) < https://theconversation.com/ghana-and-the-imf-debt-restructuring-must-go-hand-in-hand-with-managing-finances-better-191877> [accessed 1 December 2022].]  [34:  The Conversation, Ghana and the IMF: debt restructuring must go hand-in-hand with managing finances better (2022) < https://theconversation.com/ghana-and-the-imf-debt-restructuring-must-go-hand-in-hand-with-managing-finances-better-191877> [accessed 1 December 2022].]  [35:  The Conversation, Ghana and the IMF: debt restructuring must go hand-in-hand with managing finances better (2022) < https://theconversation.com/ghana-and-the-imf-debt-restructuring-must-go-hand-in-hand-with-managing-finances-better-191877> [accessed 1 December 2022].] 


Ghana’s history has been rather remarkable since its fight for independence. The optimism for its future was shared by its past colonial powers, and political leaders. Perhaps, it was this that would lead them down a dark path of the unknown, as nothing could prepare them for what was to come. Nkrumah himself would later be able to characterise the phenomenon that a state, which was once ruled by colonial powers, would  face after it was proverbially freed from the hands of its masters, neo-colonialism. It would be this very theory that would plague Ghana and her citizens from its political instability to its current position on the world stage. Of course, Ghana can prosper on the world stage, however, the question remains, will it ever be able to escape the stronghold of its past colonial masters?
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