Evidence based policing and applications 

The concept known as "evidence-based policing," or "EBP," stresses the application of data analysis, scientific research, and problem-solving methods to inform law enforcement tactics. This approach is different from traditional police, which frequently depends on instinct, experience, and standard operating protocols. In this paper, I will investigate how the concepts of evidence-based practice (EBP) might be used to apply efficient problem-solving strategies to a real-world police scenario. I will talk about the distinctions between EBP and conventional police techniques, the NDM, the OSARA and ATLAS models, and the Code of Ethics.
The application of problem-solving approaches can effectively implement the ideas of evidence-based policing in real-world scenarios. The SARA approach, which stands for Scanning, Analysis, Response, and Assessment, is one such method that has proven effective in a variety of law enforcement scenarios.
Scanning: The SARA model's initial stage entails scanning the surroundings to find persistent concerns or issues that need to be addressed. For example, where there is a high incidence of property crimes, like thefts and burglaries, in a specific neighborhood. Through the examination of crime statistics and community surveys, law enforcement officials can pinpoint locations and trends in local criminal activity.
Analysis: Following the identification of the problems by scanning, the underlying causes and contributory variables are examined. In my case, law enforcement organizations can learn more about the reasons behind property crimes by locating the crime hotspots. The high crime rate in the neighborhood could be caused by drug trafficking, abandoned houses, and inadequate street lighting.
Response: Following the analysis, law enforcement organizations can create focused solutions to deal with the issues found. In our hypothetical situation, some reactions might be stepping up police presence in high-crime zones, putting community policing plans into action to win over locals, or collaborating with city authorities to upgrade the neighborhood's lighting and security systems.
Assessment: The last phase in the SARA model is to evaluate how well the responses that have been put into action worked. Law enforcement organizations can assess if their initiatives have been successful in lowering property crimes in the neighborhood by looking at a variety of variables, including crime rates, community input, and officer observations. Frequent evaluations enable modifications to be made in response to comments and results.
Within evidence-based policing, the problem-oriented policing (POP) approach is another well-known technique. POP entails recognizing certain issues within a community, examining their underlying causes, and putting focused solutions in place to deal with them. This strategy is predicated on the idea that long-term decreases in criminal activity can result by addressing the root causes of disorder and crime. (Lumsden, Karen, Police Officer and Civilian Staff Receptivity to Research and Evidence-Based Policing in the UK: Providing a Contextual Understanding through Qualitative Interviews, p20-30, accessed 29/02/2024)
Let me give a real-world police scenario in which drug-related crime has grown to be a major problem in a certain neighborhood. Law enforcement officials would first need to compile information on the scope and character of drug-related crimes before they could begin to address this issue. To acquire information on the problem, this could entail looking through police reports, running surveys, and talking to people in the neighborhood.
Officers would next need to investigate the underlying reasons for the drug-related crimes after identifying the issue. This can entail looking at things like drug availability, demand, and the existence of local drug marketplaces. Officers can create focused solutions to deal with these problems by knowing the root reasons of the issue.
Law enforcement Interventions, stepping up neighborhood patrols, focusing drug sweeps, collaborating with other law enforcement organizations to sever drug supply chains. 
Community Engagement, assisting individuals and local groups in educating the public about the risks associated with drug use and offering support to those who are addicted.
Education and Prevention, to stop young people from getting involved in drug-related crimes, drug education programmed should be implemented in schools and community centers. 
Treatment and Rehabilitation, linking drug-related criminals with programmed treatment and rehabilitation to assist them kick their addictions and get back into society.
Officers would need to gather and examine data on changes in drug-related crime rates, drug seizures, and other pertinent indicators to assess the efficacy of these targeted remedies. The problem-solving strategy can then be improved and refined with the help of this information, ensuring that resources are deployed wisely and that the interventions are having the desired effect. (Bob Hamlin, Evidence-based initiatives for organizational change and development, p30-35, accessed 29/02/2024).
A data-driven and methodical approach to tackling complex policing challenges like drug-related crime is provided by evidence-based policing, which applies problem-solving strategies. Through identifying underlying causes and implementing focused remedies, law enforcement authorities can lower crime rates and enhance public safety.
Law enforcement agencies can tackle complicated challenges proactively and cooperatively with communities by implementing efficient problem-solving strategies such as the SARA model in real-world police scenarios. Evidence-based policing places a strong emphasis on the use of data-driven methodologies to measure results and guide decision-making, which eventually results in more effective and efficient law enforcement procedures.
A contemporary approach to law enforcement known as "evidence-based policing" (EBP) places a strong emphasis on using empirical data and academic research to inform operational plans and decision-making. Conversely, instead of systematically analyzing data and study findings, traditional policing approaches frequently rely on gut feeling, historical traditions, and anecdotal evidence.
Research findings should be incorporated into police procedures, according to EBP, to increase effectiveness, efficiency, and accountability. EBP seeks to lower crime rates, build community trust, and improve the quality of police services and results through data-driven methodologies.
A popular framework for problem-solving in evidence-based policing is the OSARA model. It represents:
· [bookmark: _Int_xZ86zNZg] Orient: Define the problem and gather relevant information.
· Select: Identify potential solutions based on available evidence.
· [bookmark: _Int_803mQmwV]Apply: Implement the chosen solution.
· Review: Evaluate the effectiveness of the intervention and adjust as needed.
· Assess: Measure the impact of the intervention on the identified problem.

The OSARA concept enables law enforcement organizations to approach complicated issues including crime hotspots, serial offenders, and community disturbances in a methodical manner.

An additional framework for solving problems in evidence-based policing is the ATLAS model. What it represents is:
· Assessment: Identify and analyze the problem using data and research.
· Targeting: Focus on specific issues or populations that contribute to the problem.
· Leverage: Utilize resources effectively to address the root causes of the problem.
· Activity: Implement evidence-based interventions to mitigate the issue.
· Sustainability: Ensure long-term success by monitoring outcomes and adjusting strategies as needed.

A methodical approach to problem-solving that prioritizes data analysis, focused interventions, resource allocation, and sustainability is offered by the ATLAS model.

A cognitive framework known as the Natural Decision Making (NDM) model describes how people make judgements when faced with pressure, uncertainty, and high stakes. Officers frequently must make quick decisions in complex situations based on insufficient information when working in law enforcement.
Law enforcement workers can enhance their ability to make decisions by identifying patterns, depending on experience, efficiently handling stress, and consulting experts or colleagues when needed by grasping the principles of NDM.

A code of ethics that specifies professional standards, beliefs, and principles that law enforcement personnel must abide by in their conduct serves as the agency's compass. Integrity, honesty, respect for human rights, impartiality, secrecy, and accountability are often spelt out in a code of ethics.
Police personnel may foster trust in their communities, preserve public faith in law enforcement agencies, and guarantee that everyone is treated fairly and justly by respecting ethical standards in their job. (Nigel Fielding, Critical reflections on evidence-based policing, p118-124, accessed 29/02/2024).

In the UK, evidence-based policing has become a crucial component of contemporary law enforcement procedures, providing a methodical means of boosting police efficiency, elevating public confidence, and encouraging accountability. All things considered, using efficient problem-solving methods based on evidence-based policing principles can improve law enforcement's capacity to proactively address complex criminal situations while fostering responsibility, openness, and community involvement.  
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