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Today I would like to talk about bilingual and the links to early years.

 What does bilingual or multilingual mean?
 Encyclopedia.com (2013) Explains that bilingual is someone who can speak two languages and a multilingual person who can speak more than two languages, many of the languages are identified as the native language or the mother tongue as a first language. A language that is learned at school or nursery is classed as formal but when a language that is from the mother tongue it Is classed as informal.
Antoniou, M. (2019) (vol.5) believe that a child who is either bilingual or multilingual shows an appreciation to their culture and has an advantage to be able to communicate with the wider community and has an increased opportunity for work when older.,
Save the children (N.D) points out article 31 from UNCRC that all children no matter what their background, race, culture, or language should be free to express and use their spoken language without judgement. 
Clarke de oliviera, E. (2023) suggests that when a child is bilingual, they have an improved memory and critical thinking skills, and that being bilingual also achieves a higher performance in reading and literacy, improved cognitive skills and social skills. Being bilingual or multilingual goes further than just promoting the use of more than one language it also promotes cultural awareness.

The brain
Perry, S. (2013) suggest scientists looked at the bilingual brain and the cognitive benefits that showed from childhood to the older generation, they took scans of the brain and found a grey density in the inferior parietal cortex, area of the brain’s language hemisphere, and that the density was more profound in children under five who spoke two languages which was reduced when the child got older, scientists originally believed that exposing children to an additional language would delay the language skills along with the intellectual growth compared to a monolingual child, however new research suggested that children who were bilingual or multilingual developed as the same as a monolingual child.
According to Laghari, R. (2023) Chomsky, N. (1970) believed that the brain is already wired to produce a language, and that a child learns the language from the mum whilst inside the womb, therefore when the baby is born, they would respond to the language spoken. 
However, Mclaughlin, S. (N.D)  suggests that Skinner (1957) disagreed with Chomsky’s theory that children already know a language before they are born, he believed that language was taught based on the child responding to the verbal commands from the parent or carer and that maturation happens overtime increasing sensory and motor capabilities, and the more social interactions a child is exposed to will expand their verbal language. 

Divergent thinking 
NHS Wales (N.D) explains that divergent thinking is based on curious and explorative solutions to problem solving, as where convergent thinking is based on using logic and knowledge to problem solving and making decisions. Guildford, J.P. (1970) introduced the divergent and convergent thinking saying that behind the divergent thinking is a person who is creative and openminded without restrictions, as where a person who uses the convergent thinking is based on using logical answers and giving correct answers. 
Zhenig, Y. Denervaud, S and Durrleman, S. (2023) looked at a study on the effects of bilingualism and creativity on the brain, based on children’s age and gender. They looked at the grey matters volume and the cortical thickness. However, only a few studies that suggests being bilingual benefits the convergent thinking, although no studies were proved or done on children to confirm the benefits, but it is suggested that divergent and convergent thinking are important parts of being creative.

Language and culture
Learn Welsh. Cymru. (N.D) Suggests that the Welsh language is one of the oldest languages in Europe, overtime the Welsh language evolved and became the language of culture and law. In 2011 the Welsh language measure was passed and created the Welsh language commissioner who became responsible for promoting and facilitating the Welsh language in the hope of increasing the number of Welsh speakers. 
According to Learn Welsh. Cymru (N.D) There is currently twenty-two language initiatives in Wales that organise festivals and sporting activities for both Welsh and non-Welsh speaking families. Many people have heard about Urdd that runs after school and holiday clubs and residential camps which involves Welsh medium and English medium schools, the Eisteddfod that celebrates the language and culture of Wales with music festivals and competitions, but there are many initiatives that is not commonly heard of for example in my local area we celebrate Gwyl Fach Y fro where local schools and nurseries come together with local musicians and perform and celebrate the Welsh language through music. 
According to Cymraeg (2017) that currently in Wales there are only 562,000 people who speak Welsh. The Government has a vision of one million people speaking Welsh by 2050 by having more Welsh-medium nurseries, encouraging people to learn Welsh, and to have access to I.T in Welsh. This came about after John Saunders Lewis (1962) suggested that the Welsh language would begin to decline by the year two thousand unless action taken. 
Welsh Government (2020) set up The Welsh Language Act 1993 that believed it had a duty in providing a service to both Welsh and English language and that both should be equal. 
Welsh Language Commissioner Wales. (N.D) put in a new law the Welsh Language (Wales) measure 2011 was put in place along with The Welsh Language Act 1993, it was declared that the Welsh language has official status in Wales and still believes in the duty of the Welsh language is treated as an equal to the English language. 
According to Hwb. Gov. Wales (N.D) the Welsh language should be taught through songs, rhymes, music, and stories using incidental Welsh, by incorporating it into structured activities and play. 
Gov.UK (N.D) believes allowing children to be involved in play helps develop language skills by giving firsthand experience making it easier for children to learn. Role play, props and using open ended resources all encourages exploration of language, reading stories supports the development and concept of language, strengthening their vocabulary. For example in my activity I chose to sing songs head shoulders knees and toes this had actions that got the children engaged and excited they listened to the structure and explored unfamiliar words, I also used the sandwich approach “pen head pen”, and my turn your turn (repetition) “pen”.

Curriculum
Gorrara, C. Jenkins, L. Jepson, E. and Llewelyn Machin, T. (2022) The new Welsh curriculum recognises the importance of diversity, knowledge, and skills. The AoLE (Areas of Learning Experiences) set out four areas of learning ‘what matters’ with achievement outcomes that all learners will learn about identity and cultures, to listen and read, be able to speak and write and to inspire imagination and creativity through literature. The Welsh Government hope would be a dynamic approach to language learning and that the impact of the whole curriculum is to motivate Welsh young people to think locally and globally. 
Gov. UK (2023) suggests as practitioners who work with children who are EAL (English as an additional language) should gain a clear understanding of the child’s first spoken language, and build on the English the child can already speak and understand, ensuring when speaking to the child it is clear spoken English, the more spoken language they hear and model, overtime they will build up the language and become more confident.
Birthto5matters (2021) indicates that it can take several years for a child who is EAL to have full understanding of a new language. To help EAL children settle into nursery/school is by giving them time to process information, choose books with visual, use of visual prompts and repeating words, providing play activities, role modelling and responding positively to all attempts at speaking English. 
Gov. Wales (2014) recognises that the number of WAL (Welsh as an additional language) children has risen over the years and suggests there is a lack of support within Welsh-medium schools compared to English-medium schools, this is due to only EAL assessments collected.
Childcom Wales (2023) acknowledges that in Wales the ALN (additional learning needs) system does not reflect the needs of a bilingual nation, that was until the passing of the Additional Needs Learning Act and Education tribunal (Wales) Act 2018 who said the ALN system was also entitled to bilingual learning and that Welsh-medium provisions should be made available and equal to the English-medium provisions.
Hwb (2020) concludes that the new curriculum is designed in Wales for Wales, that reflects on the culture, heritage, traditions of the community, diversity, language and values of the people in Wales, instilling pride and passion that is central to the four purposes of becoming ambitious, enterprising, ethically informed, confident and healthy individuals that will be able to communicate effectively in both Welsh and English. 

Thank you for listening, Diolch yn fawr.
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