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Introduction
Reasons and Vulnerability of Children, young people, and families
According to a report published on 25th March 2020 by guardian.com, almost 2.3 million children in the United Kingdom are at significant risk and require social service groups’ attention as told by Anne Longfield, Children’s Commissioner for England. The commissioner identifies the reasons that contribute to the risks of children and belonging to an unstable family is one of the reasons that add to the vulnerability of a child. The outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic contributed to the risk even more due to the closure of schools. The children that belong to unstable or dysfunctional families, often going to schools to provide them the mental comfort and support they need for their sustainable growth. For children belonging to unstable families or a family struggling with poverty, two meals a day from school, support from teachers and peers provided them mental support and thus contributed to their mental and physical well-being (Lanier et al., 2018). The reopening of schools does not raise as much hope as due to the social distancing measure, the environment is not likely to be the way it was before the outbreak of the Corona pandemic. The covid-19 outbreak affected the looked after children as well because in the U.K the foster care services are less. Many foster care providers got sick and had a chance to fall sick due to the pandemic that is likely to affect the services of foster care providers which would negatively impact the children looked after in these foster care services. It affected the families that have children in several ways. The social distancing measures implemented by governments affected the court-ordered contact with birth families for the children. This had a negative impact on the mental health of the children as well as on the families. 
Identification of factors
There are many factors that contributed to the children in the position of vulnerabilities. The children that belong to families where domestic abuse is common, those children mostly draw mental support from schools and other places out of the home (Rydzewska et al., 2019). The outbreak of the pandemic prevented that. This contributed to their vulnerability. There are more than 78000 children in the United Kingdom that live in foster care. The social care workers are at risk of falling ill and self-isolating themselves.  This means that the care of children has to be compromised in the given situation. The looked-after children are generally vulnerable and the present situation is contributing to their vulnerability even more. Andy Elvin, Chief executive of the Tact Fostering and Adoption charity expressed the problems faced by the foster carers’ in the U.K due to the social distancing measure and little or no support from the authorities. The above-mentioned situations indicate the vulnerabilities were caused by the outbreak of the pandemic and this could not become as severe in the pre-pandemic era in the U.K.
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Policies and Perspectives
The government’s decision to close public offices and schools as a precautionary measure in the aftermath of the Covid-19 outbreak catalyzed the vulnerability of the children belonging to unstable households and foster care even more. The Influenza Pandemic Strategy of the U.K government mentions to take a precautionary approach, the government considered the shutting down of schools in the affected areas of the United Kingdom using this influenza strategy. The government's decision and guideline issued on Covid-19 instructed the foster carers’ homes to consider each child’s needs in the best way but due to the social distancing measure, court-ordered physical contact with birth parents was prohibited. The foster care had to give in to the virtual medium to continue providing support to the vulnerable children in meeting their parents. This posed challenges to both foster care workers and the looked after children in fulfilling children’s’ mental wishes, mental and physical needs. All these contributed to greater anxiety and vulnerability of the children, parents, and the social support groups’ workers. The research paper by Tarren-Sweeney and Goemans, 2019 stipulates that foster health care significantly contributes to the growth of mental well-being and provides psychological support to the vulnerable children living in foster care. The U.K government's decision to implement social distancing measures affected the services of the foster care groups. The guardian report mentions that foster care’ in the U.K faces a €3.1bn funding shortfall. This indicates that the problem created by the Covid-19 outbreak coupled with the financial difficulties is negatively impacting the foster cares homes and their services. All these contributed to the greater vulnerability of already vulnerable looked-after children.




Risk factors
Children who are maltreated may develop several mental health issues like ADHD, PTSD (Naseri and Hosseini, 2020.). As mentioned earlier, the scarce presence of Foster cares homes in the U.K is encountering several difficulties in providing services to children. The present situation is affecting the care of the vulnerable children as social care workers are at the risk of getting infected by the Covid-19 virus and that impacts the services given to the children. Andy Elvin, CEO of Tact Fostering and Adoption Charity expresses the difficulties faced by the social care agencies as these agencies pay for looked-after children’s meals, bills, and other expenses. The financial difficulties faced by them may lead to the neglect of the child care and that can devastate the mental health of vulnerable children. Those who belong to unstable families seek support from schools and the closure of schools may impact the mental and health physical health of these vulnerable children. The outcome of that can be severe as a lack of care in adolescence may raise aggressive and violent behavior in children (Vaillancourt et al., 2018). The children living in poverty used to get two meals a day from school. The closure of school due to lockdown made it impossible for the children to get meals from schools. That could impact their physical health and lead towards mal-nourishment. Apart from all these, the present situation can also raise social complexities in children and thus, make them vulnerable.
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Process of intervention
As from the case study, it can be seen that children are facing problem due to this pandemic situation as they are unable to visit the schools. As they have to maintain the social distancing this causes the increase of vulnerability of children. The children who are having instability in their families thus went to school to get the mental stability. Even the children that are left behind to foster parent where they are being care for by outsiders are even more vulnerable. The increase in vulnerability also increases due to unsatisfied problems in families or relatives. Thus, the cases also relate to serving meals which the children get from the schools. It was of utmost importance for the children who are having unstable situations in their families. Due to this pandemic situation, all the activities are being stopped. So, this causes the mislead among the social care agencies and the relevant are needed in such cases (Humphreys, Healey & Mandel, 2018). The social care agencies need to look at the care effects of the children. So, the government took the provision to look at the policies which will give the ultimate result to take care of the children and young people in England, Wales and Scotland. 
Subject of assessment
The social care agencies are working for the assessment of the young people and the children because they are ones who are facing problems related to this pandemic situation and gain vulnerability. The health care agencies set out the settings in such a way that the students can get related to school education. The agency is working on setting the staff for special cases to be attentive to the children. In such a way the source of  increase in vulnerability can decrease. Even the same is done in colleges for young students. The agencies are assessing the transport arrangement both for the children and the local people. Whereas those transports are not the local people. To conduct safety for the educational settings, the agencies are requesting the authority to review the means of transportation for educational purposes is not hampered (Tinanoff et al., 2019). Even in this situation, the disabled children are also getting the advantage of the Children Act 1989, thus they are getting special care in this transport setting. Thus in this way, the local authorities were able to assess the support for the young and children in the pandemic situation. 
Evaluation of policy
In this COVID-19 situation, young people and children are increasingly vulnerable. But it is not only the issue due to pandemic. Some of the unstable families are having a lack of income, in those houses, the children are visiting the schools in search of meals. Maybe the children have to face various difficulties in their families concerning familiar harassment. The agencies are following Children Act 1989 which is still providing positive feedback to the children. The Influenza Pandemic Strategy gave the authority to the school and colleges to shut down their institutes. The strategy was opened in the United Kingdom where the authority was also concerned about the maintenance of the social distancing with the foster cares they are providing. Even they declared that parental care should also be performed maintaining the social distancing (Ashley, Armitage & Taylor, 2017). So, in such cases, it causes an effect on the children as they are getting alone. But according to Tarren-Sweeney and Goemans, it was easily visible that foster care is providing measurable solutions to vulnerable children. Even it could be easily preferable that the drop in the financial condition puts down the financial condition for the care and services provided by foster care.
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Critical analysis for agencies
The agencies include the foster care service and the various agencies who are looking after the care of the foster service. According to the Independent Foster Carers Alliance, it feels that when the social workers are feeling the scarcity of resources then it is totally difficult to take care of the children. As in result, the children are having self-isolation which increases vulgarity. Even the system of financial conditions is becoming a disruption process. As attempted by Tact Foster and Adoption Charity it could be relatable that they are facing the scarcity in the financial issues. However, the foster carer has to pay for the clothes, activities, children’s food and household bills. So, it is becoming a warning for foster carers as they are facing financial deficiency (Rankine et al., 2018). Thus, when are also shifting for the new medium by which the children can have a virtual way to meet with their parents. Even the government calls for social distancing which is much more challenging for the parents and the children alike. Agencies are planning in such a way that social distancing can be covered in a way of not hampering the issues of foster care’s services.
Recommendation 
As per the current policy and the steps taken by the social care agencies were different from the previous pandemic situation. They are trying to accommodate their features within the current situation and the financial condition. Although it may have some changes in their planning as they may allow the children to visit their parents once a week by maintaining the social distancing, despite the fact that in this pandemic situation it was quite difficult to fulfil all their needs. The children who are not getting the meals get to provide them the meals cooking with special care (Evans et al., 2017). However, they are unable to get proper food from their homes. There needs to be proper training for young people or children with their families. Even to make them understand the situation of the pandemic. Even in foster service, the children need to provide attractive gaming for that the vulnerability may come to an end. The young people are needed to provide counselling to improvise their mental state. These are the recommendations that can be followed for betterment. 
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