	Third Millennium: World Systems Theory 

	Today we are going to examine the application of World Systems theory to interpret trade, exchange and contact zones in the wider Near East and Aegean during the third millennium.

	World Systems: the Background
World systems theory works on the understanding of the relationship between two distinct geographic areas: core and periphery – hence archaeologists tend to refer to this term this as core-periphery theory.

	Core

	Highly developed economy and political system.
Here we see the accumulation of an agricultural surplus, specialist craft production for elite consumption, and export of finished goods (to the periphery?)

	Periphery
	Provides raw materials to the core. 
This zone is usually assumed to be less developed (technologically, culturally etc) than the core

	Activity

	1
	Plot the following onto the map:

	
	Sources of raw materials (lapis, gold, silver, copper, tin, ostrich eggs, cedar wood)

	
	Where these materials are exported/imported (arrows of direction)

	
	Location of finished products (see attached sheet) and arrow of direction from where imported

	2
	Can you identify and map spheres of core and periphery?

	
	What distribution patterns are emerging?

	
	What problems can you identify with the (application of) the theory?

	
	What other approaches might work better to explain these archaeological phenomena?



