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Abstract: 
The aim of this paper is to examine the relationship between domestic violence victims and committing crime. Domestic violence can have many victims, from direct victims suffering with the abuse, to indirect victims such as children witnessing abuse. Lasting effects can develop from domestic abuse, including becoming an offender. The researcher will examine the relationship between domestic violence and committing crime by conducting and analysing research from various sources. The researcher created a questionnaire to gain the public’s knowledge and opinions on the subject matter and analysed the results. The questionnaire was shared on social media outputs such as Facebook and Instagram and had 43 responses, which showed domestic violence is not talked about enough or taught enough to the public.
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[bookmark: _Toc700573771][bookmark: _Toc388999542]1. Chapter One: Introduction:
1.1 [bookmark: _Toc370072301][bookmark: _Toc362301447]Introduction:
This dissertation is designed to research domestic violence, to see why it is committed, and if there is a correlation between being a victim of domestic violence or witnessing the act and becoming an offending which commits criminal offences. Domestic violence is a devastating offence which needs more action against it, research into the link between domestic violence and offending could help prevent future crimes.   
1.2 [bookmark: _Toc1778018547][bookmark: _Toc2050853531]Background:
Domestic violence also known as intimate partner violence is a pattern of behaviour in relationships that is used to gain control and power over the other party involved. Domestic violence can range from physical, sexual, emotional, financial, and psychological abuse, using these abusive strategies can intimidate, hurt, and manipulate an individual to change their behaviour. Domestic violence can affect anyone of any race, religion, age, and gender, it can also happen in any type of relationship, from married through to dating. This act of abuse can lead to serious physical injuries and has often led to death, (United Nations, n.d). Domestic violence can affect people in different ways, some suffer mental health issues or life changing physical injuries. Witnessing or experiencing domestic violence from an early age can create many physiological problems and can affect a child's growth and future. Intimate partner violence can be associated with living in high crime areas, public discrimination, lack of education, and a community that supports criminal behaviour (Brysk and Faust, 2021).     
Domestic violence is most commonly associated with men abusing woman, studies conducted by the World Health Organisation (2021) from 2000, to 2018, on 15- to 49-year-olds, across 161 countries have shown that 1 in 3 women globally experience sexual, or physical intimate partner violence. Worldwide 38% of all female murders are committed by intimate partner violence. During the pandemic of Covid-19 woman have been exposed to more situations where domestic violence can happen, while this was increasing the access to getting help was decreased due to lockdowns. Domestic violence can cause many issues for woman, such as mental help problems including depression which can lead to suicide, 42% of women report that they have had injuries from an intermate partner violence experience. Domestic violence can also lead to unintended pregnancies, there is a higher risk of contracting a sexually transmitted disease and finally experiencing domestic violence can lead to drug and substance misuse. This can all be due to men wanting power and dominance over their partners using patriarchal abuse (World Health Organisation, 2021).   
Although 1 in 3 women experience some sort of domestic violence, research has shown that 1 in 5 men also experience domestic violence from an intimate partner. Male domestic violence victim's experiences are typically similar to that of woman, these can be abusive behaviours, psychological abuse and coercive control. There has also been evidence of female abusers threatening to accuse their partner of intimate violence. This form of abuse is called legal administrative abuse, this is when legal systems are used to manipulate and harm intimate partners. Many studies have shown woman often use objects and weapons to harm male partners, this is because of the physical disadvantage woman can have against men. Similar to women victims, male victims suffer the same psychological effects, although men are less likely to inform anyone about their victimization. As men are associated with masculinity many do not like to disclose their feeling to anyone, this can make the effects of domestic violence against males the same or even worse than female victims (Machado et al, 2021).
[bookmark: _Toc144671152]1.3 Rationale:
Domestic violence is an ongoing battle between intimate partners, the use of violence, emotional abuse, manipulation, and threats are used to control and gain power over individuals. Both males and females can suffer from intimate partner violence, however they are not the only victims of domestic violence, witnessing domestic violence as a child can lead to many problems in the future. This research is designed to examine the correlation between being a victim of domestic violence and committing criminal acts. From being a direct victim and having lasting effects, to being an indirect victim and having development issues, these can both lead to individuals committing crimes. If there was a better understanding of why people commit domestic violence, and if there is a link of being a direct, or indirect victim from it to committing crimes, there can be more help made available to those specific people. Therefore, crime rates could be decreased, and victims can get the specific help they need without committing crimes.  
[bookmark: _Toc1659600226]1.4 Objectives: 
The main objective of this research is to understand the relationship between domestic violence victims and offending. Why being a direct victim or indirect victim can influence criminal behaviour? This research will include effects of domestic violence, including adverse childhood experiences, mental health problems, and physical injuries that can lead victims to criminal activity. This research will also investigate the connection between domestic violence and offending or reoffending by looking at other research on victim offender overlap, and the cycle of violence. This research will also look at education on domestic violence and if there is a correlation between poor education and domestic violence. By conducting this research and understanding the link between domestic violence and offending, should help services provide more individual help to victims and hopefully deter them from committing any crimes, therefore reducing the crime rates.  
[bookmark: _Toc502187033]1.5 Research Techniques: 
The two research techniques the researcher will be using in this dissertation are questionnaires and looking through past studies and information. Questionnaires will allow the researcher to build a wider understanding of other people's perspectives on domestic violence and will show what others know and understand about the offence. The questionnaire allows people to go into as much detail about the topic as they wish, but they will remain anonymous. The use of examining past studies on the subject allows the researcher to widen their knowledge on this topic and can compare different research to help with a conclusion. These research techniques can give the researcher different statistics about different areas of domestic violence. Domestic violence is a very serious assault and can be a sensitive subject to many individuals that have been a victim to this or an indirect victim. The researcher might encounter problems during the data collection from the questionnaire, people might not want to answer particular questions, or complete the questionnaire at all, this could make it harder when the researcher collects and explains the data. Although this is a sensitive topic, and ethics from has been submitted and approved.      
[bookmark: _Toc237252030]1.6 Conclusion: 
This chapter was an introduction to the research topic and has mentioned the aims and objectives of the research that will be discussed throughout this dissertation and has mentioned what research techniques have been chosen. The next chapter will be the literature review that will analyse and discuss the aims and objectives mentioned in this chapter.  
   
[bookmark: _Toc1383291466][bookmark: _Toc557765281]2 Chapter Two: Literature Review:
[bookmark: _Toc1787251957][bookmark: _Toc1997662002] 
[bookmark: _Toc989223078][bookmark: _Toc747181844]2.1 Introduction:
This chapter will include previous research about the correlation of domestic violence and offending. This literature review will analyse and compare previous research on the subject, topics that will be covered include, the effects of domestic violence on victims, focusing on exposure as a child, if being a victim causes individuals to commit criminal behaviour, and if finding a link can deter crime in the future.
[bookmark: _Toc583203798][bookmark: _Toc567491169]2.2 Why is domestic violence committed?
Domestic violence is mainly about being in control of another. Alcohol and drug abuse can be factors which contribute to domestic violence, although domestic violence is not necessarily about a loss of control, it is more of a total control situation (Blackburn, 2021). Alcohol and drug abuse can influence an individual's actions by making them lose control, this can cause violent and controlling outbursts to frequently occur. According to Juergens (2022), almost 80% of domestic violence cases are associated with use of drugs. Domestic violence and drug and alcohol abuse have similar attributes, these can be, a feeling of shame, an increase in intensity over time, loss of control, and the persistent behaviour even when there are negative consequences. It is not only the abuser which can be under the influence of substance abuse, victims can also have an addiction to drugs and/or alcohol, this can make domestic violence even more dangerous as victims might not be able to see how violent their partner is being, it can also keep victims in an abusive relationship if their partner is the supplier of their addiction (Juergens, 2022).
Common characteristics of abusers are, having a controlling behaviour, being manipulative, and they can often see themselves as the victims. In many cases of domestic violence, the abuser wants to control their intimate partner to maintain their relationship as they have a fear of their partner leaving them (Blackburn, 2021). DuBois-Maahs (2020) suggests there is a cycle of abuse, this shows the phases an abuser goes through while abusing a partner. These phases are, tension building, the incident, reconciliation, and calm phase. The tension phase can be from stress building up which can be anything from an hour of building up to weeks, this can cause abusers to feel ignored. Abusers can have outbursts of rage, and can demand things from the victim, this causes victims to be afraid and cautious of their partner. Often victims know this phase and are afraid if they say anything more outbursts will occur, therefore victims often stay quiet and do not tell anyone about their intimate partner violence.
The incident stage develops when victims upset the abuser which causes the abuser to want control, they achieve control by using physical, verbal, and emotional abuse towards their partner. After gaining control of their partner, abusers can feel guilty for their actions, and can often feel afraid of their exposer, this is when the reconciliation phase happens. During this phase abusers can buy their partners gifts, take them out to nice places and can be caring and loving towards their partner, abusers also often say that the abuse will stop and that was the last time. After the reconciliation stage abusers go through the calm phase, this is when abuser might agree to going to counselling or is open to getting help and their partners believe that they are changing. However, at the end of this phase abusers can start to behaviour as they did previously until the tension phase starts to begin again (DuBois-Maahs, 2020).
[bookmark: _Toc1107715307]2.3 Adverse Childhood Experiences: 
  Moore and Tatman (2016) research have found that adverse childhood experiences have a link to future criminal activity including domestic violence. Adverse childhood experiences are traumatic events such as, witnessing domestic violence, watching family members take drugs and abuse alcohol, and being physically abused, these experiences have a negative impact on children's development. An Adverse Childhood Experience Scale was developed to measure how much of an effect these experiences have on children in their later life. The results of these sources have shown that there is a link between traumatic experiences as a child and being arrested, having mental health problems, and being violent. These scores can also be used to predict if an individual will reoffend, this research has shown that it is highly likely for a person who have experienced adverse childhood experiences to be involved with criminal activity and reoffend.   
Reavis et al (2013) analysed a Minnesota survey which was completed by 6th to 12th year students. The students were asked if they had been involved with 5 different types of violence, these were minor crimes, bullying, physical fighting, relationship violence, and violence including weapons. The risk of violence in male students was increased with every negative event they identified. For instance, boys are 45 times more likely to be involved with relationship violence at a young age if they had been sexually assaulted as a child by a family member. Reavis et al (2013) also found that the adverse childhood experiences of physical abuse, sexual abuse, and having a mother who had been abused increased the chance of perpetration in later life by 60% to 70%. These results show a strong link between adverse childhood experiences and violence in late life.                
Not every child that witnesses domestic violence will have problems in their future life, however children who have been affected by these events are four times more likely to be in an abusive relationship in the future, as ta victims or the perpetrator (Bate, 2020). After witnessing domestic violence children are likely to experience negative changes in their cognitive learning, emotional responses, and behaviour, these can affect a child's ability to sleep, they can become aggressive, anti-social, immature, and depressed, they can also have poor concentration, have problems in language development, can develop eating problems and have many other issues due to an Adverse childhood experience. The effects on children can differ due to their gender, boys that have witnessed domestic violence at an early age can suffer from external behaviour change such as, becoming aggressive, and disobedient, as girls can suffer internally, developing mental health problems such as, anxiety, and depression (Pingley, 2017). The effects from witnessing domestic violence as a child is massively linked to future offending, however it is not only witnessing violence, children that have been abused also have a higher probability that they will offend in their future. Studies have also shown that children that have a convicted family member influences violence and criminal activity in the future, more so on boys with convicted fathers (Moore and Tatman, 2016).    
Post-traumatic stress disorder and toxic stress can be effects from adverse childhood experiences. Trauma from these experiences can interfere with individuals' ability to cope and experience their emotions. Toxic stress is caused by extreme trauma such as, neglect, and domestic violence. These events can cause a child's stress response to over work which causes them to be run down exposing them to illnesses. Toxic stress also effects a child development and can cause mental health problems in adulthood. All child responses are different to toxic stress, this is due to their different experiences, genetics, and characteristics of their adverse childhood experiences, these characteristics can be the intensity of the event, duration, and who the event was caused by (Curtis, 2021).  Although there are masses of research on domestic violence, and it is an ongoing problem, there is a basic understanding of how adults who experienced domestic violence as a child cope with the long-term effects. There is also a lack of support for these individuals, many solutions are to go to therapy to talk about their problems, yet there are minimal support groups and sessions running for these specific types of psychological problems (Bates, 2020). 
[bookmark: _Toc478702905]2.4 Socioeconomic status influence on Domestic violence:  
Social class, and class status, commonly known as socioeconomic class status is a term which considers economic, social, and working status, which is measured by an individual's education, and income. There is a strong correlation between a low socioeconomic status and domestic violence. Although domestic violence is committed across all socioeconomic status's, the link between a low-income household and a domestic violence act being committed are very strong. Studies have found that woman earning less money are 4 times more likely to be victims of domestic violence than women who live in wealthier households. However, violence against homeless woman has been reported to be higher than low-income households. The cause of higher domestic violence rates in low-income households has been found to be because of stress from economic status. Additionally, the economic status of victims of domestic violence can worsen after being injured as they miss days off work, and can be late, this makes it hard for domestic violence victims to maintain a steady job. Not having a steady income can make domestic violence victims become reliant on their abuser, which makes them stay with them, (Ramakrishnan, 2013). 
 Research has also shown that there is a link between race and victimization of women, this can be anything from physical assault, rape, and stalking (Criminal Justice, n.d). There is a combination of economic insecurity, racism, and discrimination which influences domestic violence again woman from a different ethnic background. It has also been found that woman with a different ethnic background is less likely to report their abuse to the police due to having cultural views which keep them in the relationship, having loyalty to their family, and having distrust in the police and justice system because of their race. This causes women to stay in an abusive relationship which can become lethal, in 2018 black woman were three times more likely to be murdered by a man in a domestic violence attack then white woman (Blackburn, 2021).   
[bookmark: _Toc402715046]2.5 The Victim-Offender overlap: 
Adverse childhood experiences can influence children to commit crime in later life, whereas the victim-offender overlap demonstrates the possibility of victims turning into offenders and offenders turning into victims. The victim offender overlap comes from the thought that offenders and victims share the same attributes, and that being involved in a crime either as an offender or victim can develop a risk of victimization and offending for the involved individuals. Offenders can be targets for victimization as there is a low possibility that they will report their victimisation to the police as they are an offender themselves, they can also spend considerable amounts of time away from their home which also can lead to victimisation. In intimate partner violence there are three categories, being the victims, the offender, or the victim-offender (Muftic, Finn, and Marsh, 2015). The victim-offender overlap in intimate partner violence relationships is violence that is reciprocated between the two individuals in a single relationship (Tillyer and Wright, 2014).  
Marsh (2011) indicates that the categories of victims, offender, and victim-offender can be decided by how each individual went through the crime. Marsh (2011) mentions that there are pure victims, these are individuals that were victims at the original incident of intimate partner violence. Pure victims can be individuals who have only been involved in the original incident and had no other complaints, individuals who were involved in the first incident and have delt with other intimate partner violence still as the victims are also pure victims. Pure offenders were also mentioned in the research done by March (2011), these are individuals who were offenders in an original intimate partner violence incident and either did not continue or continued to be violent in their relationship as the offender. Finally, the victim-offenders were the individuals who were victims originally but then had an incident where they were the offender in the violence in their relationship. Victim-offenders can also be offenders who originally used violence against their partner but are now the victims of violence from their partner. This group can also be known as either/or, this is because when police deal with a domestic violence complaint they are unsure if the victim has been an offender and if the offender has been a victim.   
There can be many reasons why there is an overlap between victims and offenders in relationships. It can be caused by the first violent event being unresolved, this can then cause future fights and violence, this can put stress on relationships and can make it difficult to resolve conflict. Mutual violence can also occur if individuals in a relationship share very similar characteristics and mentality, causing offenders to be victimized. The original violent incident can also create victim-offender overlaps, this is because the offender can influence their partner to retaliate with violence themselves, this can be during the first incident or in future conflict. Victims can feel their violence was justified and was self-defence, although the offender has still been victimized as they might struggle asking for help as they were once the offender (Tillyer and Wright, 2014).   
[bookmark: _Toc984237659]2.6 Education on domestic violence: 
Domestic violence is an ongoing problem where violence happens in intimate relationships, having a good education on domestic violence and being able to spot the sign of it can help prevent individuals or friends from being in an abusive relationship. The government have brought in acts to help support and prevent domestic violence such as, Domestic Violence, Crime, and Victims Act 2004, and the Forced Marriage protection Act 2007, however, education I schools on domestic violence is poor (Refuge, 2008).      
A study of how many girls have experienced domestic violence was carried out by Refuge (2008), the study showed that only 13% of young woman who were questioned said they had been taught about domestic violence in school, 67% said they would have liked to be educated about domestic violence and that it is just as important as drug and alcohol lessons. Gadd (2013) from Manchester University suggests that schools should teach domestic violence preventative programmes for more than one lesson to make sure the programme is effective for children. He also recognises that children and young people that go through domestic violence might not trust adults within the school, therefore should be taught about the support services which can provide help for them.     
Debbonaire and Sharpen (2008) suggests that for domestic violence prevention schemes to work they should use the main definitions of domestic violence in the schemes, these definitions include, that domestic violence is violence which is in an intimate relationship and the act is carried out by an adult within that relationship, the types of domestic violence which can occur such as, emotional, sexual, and physical, that the behaviour is carried out on purpose, and that male and females can be effects by domestic violence. Other information which should be included is domestic violence can happen in any relationship, heterosexual and homosexual, domestic violence can also happen within families, and finally, forced marriages is included in domestic violence also.  
The reasons why schools should educate their pupils on domestic violence is explained by Debbonaire and Sharpen (2008). They explain that domestic violence can affect young people's ability to learn and have cognitive and emotional ability, having projects for young people can make them feel safe if experiencing domestic violence at home, schools have a responsibility to safeguard their pupils and protect their welfare, by teaching children about domestic violence it can encourage them to see the signs and talk about their problems. Teaching domestic violence can also help children with other problems such as bullying, the teaching of domestic violence is especially important for young people such as teenagers, this is because they can notice the signs of domestic violence and can eliminate any relationships which they are weary of. Young people can also help their friends if they see the signs of an abusive relationship. The teaching of domestic violence in schools is especially important as it can show pupils the best places to seek help and keep safe. 
[bookmark: _Toc1618621023]2.7 Conclusion: 
This literature review has shown the many lasting effects of domestic violence from all ages, from adverse childhood experiences to victim-offender overlap theories. While analysing these subjects a correlation between witnessing and experiencing domestic violence and becoming an offender is present. This literature review has also shown the lack of education on domestic violence in schools and has shown the benefits of being educated on this subject, therefore this study has shown education systems need to implement a domestic violence subject to tutor young children, it has also shown that there would be a significant change in the rate of offenders if children did not witness or experience domestic violence. 
The next chapter will explain the research methods that were taken to collect data from the public to find out their knowledge on domestic violence.   

[bookmark: _Toc1982195511][bookmark: _Toc1694036900]3. Chapter Three: Research Methods:
[bookmark: _Toc861045329][bookmark: _Toc981355909]3.1 Introduction:
Research from the literature review has shown how being a direct, and indirect victim of domestic violence can influence future offending. The research also discovered that education towards domestic violence is poor, therefore this chapter aims to analyse the publics knowledge on domestic violence. To ensure the research is conducted correctly, it is crucial to evaluate Saunders et al (2007) research onion model.    
[bookmark: _Toc390692416][bookmark: _Toc840160179]3.2 Research Onion:
The Research Onion created by Saunders et al (2007) demonstrates the different stages conducted for research. Each layer shows a detailed stage of research, and when worked from the outer layer to the inner layer of the onion can make the process of research easier with a step-to-step method. The layers of the research onion consist of, the research philosophy, which is the first outer layer, followed by, research approach, research strategies, research choice, and finally research time horizon (Thesismind, 2019).  

[image: ]
Figure 3.2: Research Onion (Thesismind 2019).

[bookmark: _Toc1704406676][bookmark: _Toc1788772600]3.2.1 Research Philosophy:
Research philosophy is the first layer of the research onion, this layer sets out what the research will be about and can be either be an ontological, or epistemological point of view. An ontological view is what is known about the research and how it is known, as the epistemological view is how to understand the research. There are three main research philosophies, these are, positivism, interpretivism, and pragmatism. Positivism does not include personal opinions and knowledge can only come from observational research, answers for positivism can only be true or false, any other answer can be found meaningless to the research. On the other hand, interpretivism uses social factors in the research and uses the researcher's opinions as well as others research. Finally, pragmatism is a flexible philosophy, the researcher's knowledge can have others' opinions, their point of view, and empirical research, pragmatism uses all tools to match the needs of the researcher (Phair and Warren, 2021).    
Although positivism and interpretivism were considered for this research having one view of the research was not appropriate. Throughout this research the pragmatism philosophy has been used, including others' opinions in this research, as well as using data and observations has allowed the researcher to delve into the research and form other assumptions (Phair and Warren, 2021).   
[bookmark: _Toc1915158186]        3.2.2 Research Approach: 
The research approach is the next layer of the research onion, there are two approaches to this layer, the deductive approach, and the inductive approach. The deductive approach establishes the hypothesis of the research using existing research on the subject matter, it then creates research to test it. This approach is strongly connected to the positivism philosophy as it used previous data to create a hypothesis. The deductive method can use questionnaires to develop an understanding of if the research supports the hypothesis made. The inductive method however allows the researcher to create a theory, this differs from the deductive method as it does not need already existing theories and research to create it.  This method relies on the findings to support their research and can also create a theory or hypothesis after the research have been completed, Oden (n.d).
This research uses the deductive approach as there is similar research which have investigated domestic violence and the link to offending, this research is also using a questionnaire to observe other opinions on the subject which will add to their analysis.  
[bookmark: _Toc669565119]     3.2.3 Research strategies:   
Research strategies consist of experimental, action, case study, interviews, surveys, and systematic literature review, these strategies are how the researcher plans to carry out their work. Experimental research is when the research process examines results from an experiment created by the researcher. The survey strategy allows the researcher to collect data from their targeted group of individuals, this method also allows the researcher to use the data to answer their research question. To understand the differences between cases the case study method is used, this is most commonly used with financial research. Finally, action research is used to improve individuals work by being assessed, (Thesismind, 2019). 
This research uses the survey research strategy, gaining knowledge and data from the public by asking a number of questions through a survey which is linked to the research, this allows the researcher to use the data to contribute to the answer to the research question.      
[bookmark: _Toc850268163]      3.2.4 Choice:
This layer is about how many data types of the researcher will choose to include, these data types are, mono, and mixed. The mono approach only uses the quantitative data type, this data type shows the researcher data through numbers and is presented in graphs and charts which can show clear results to the researcher. Mixed methods use qualitative and quantitative data types, qualitative data allows the researcher to understand opinions and descriptions from people which can be analysed and used in their research, this data can be collected from surveys (Thesismind, 2019).                  
This research benefits from using the qualitative data type, this is shown through the choice of survey for data collection which analyses the publics opinions and uses the results in the research. 
[bookmark: _Toc1990354980]     3.2.5 Time Horizon: 
The 5th layer of the research onion is the timeframe in which the research is completed by. Cross-sectional time frame is where research is collected and analysed in a short period of time. As longitudinal is where the researcher can collect data and analyse results over a long period of time (Dissertation writers, 2019).
This research will use the cross-sectional method for data collection, this is because for this research it needs public opinions to analyse this does not need a long period of time to collect the data.         
    3.3 Ethical Considerations:
When asking people questions to develop research it is important to have respect. When asking people to complete questionnaires it is often to find out their knowledge and experience on the subject. Often research subjects can be sensitive to individuals and it is important not to make them feel uncomfortable. Ethical considerations are to protect the right of participant's while maintaining scientific integrity. When having individuals participate in research it is essential to make clear that it is safe research, and that it is voluntary to take part, Bhandari (2021).   
Before conducting any research, an ethics form will be completed, this ethics from will show the type of research being conducted, the aim from the research, and how data will be collected. Before any person participates in the questionnaire, they will be informed the nature of the research, that it will be anonymous and used for educational purposes, and that at any time they do not wish to continue they can stop.  
[bookmark: _Toc1698328696]3.4 Limitations:
Throughout this research one of the main limitations has been the Coronavirus Pandemic, Due to social distancing and the ongoing spread of the virus the options of collecting data were limited. Interviewing people out on the streets, and in town would have been difficult as not many people would want to risk contracting the virus. By choosing the questionnaire option it did allow a wider range of participants to take part, and an online survey is more likely to be answered by a larger amount of people than interviews. However, sharing the questionnaire on social media platforms such as, Facebook, and Instagram showed that there are more younger age groups on social media than older, this makes the data collected less diverse.
[bookmark: _Toc1384807404]3.5 Conclusion: 
This chapter has shown the research conducted used a pragmatism philosophy, using other opinions, including previous research and the publics knowledge on domestic violence. This knowledge was collected through the use of an online questionnaire which was collected in a short period of time. The next chapter will analyse the data collected from the questionnaire.    
[bookmark: _Toc66136395][bookmark: _Toc377802324]4. Chapter Four: Data Analysis:
[bookmark: _Toc905765257]4.1 Introduction: 
This chapter will analyse the results from the Domestic Violence questionnaire that was sent out through various social media platforms for the public to complete. This questionnaire collected 24 responses over 25 days, the questionnaire consisted of 10 questions not including a description of the questionnaire before the questions were answered. The questionnaire and question analysis were completed on Microsoft forms.      
Out of the 24 responses 17 (71%) were female, and 7 (29%) were male, the third option given was prefer not to say what gender they are which had 0 responses. The age range of the 24 responses was from 18 years old to above 35 years, the breakdown of ages showed 10 (42%) of responses were completed by 18- to 24-year-olds, 4 (17%) were completed by 25- to 34-year-olds, and the remaining 10 (42%) were above 35 years old.    
[bookmark: _Toc1388001340]4.2 Findings:
The first 3 questions of the questionnaire were to find out information about the participants. 
Question 1:
I acknowledge that the data collected from this questionnaire will be anonymous and confidential and will be used for academic purposes only.
Yes – 24 (100%)
No – 0
This first question of the questionnaire followed from the description of what the questionnaire will be about, this description's purpose was for people who find the subject sensitive to not continue to complete the questionnaire, the description also stated that the questionnaire did not have to be completed if any participant felt uncomfortable at any time, this is to ensure no member of the public was made to feel uncomfortable about the questionnaire this follows the ethical considerations by Bhandari (2021). The first question is also an ethical consideration showing participants that their answers will be anonymous and will be used for academic purposes only, this encourages participants to answer honestly.     
Question 2:
How old are you?
Under 18 – 0 
18 to 24 – 10 (42%)
25 to 34 – 4 (17%)
35 + - 10 (42%) 
Knowing the age of the participants answering the questions can give an indication on the different age groups knowledge on domestic violence. The questionnaire was sent out over social media outputs such as, Facebook, and Instagram, the expected age group to complete the questionnaire was 18 to 24 years old as the younger generations use technology in everyday tasks, however, the majority of participants were above 25 years old, this gives the researcher a wider range of opinions.     
Question 3:
What gender do you identify as?
Male – 7 (29%)
Female – 17 (71%)
Prefer not to say – 0 
Question 3 was asked to identify if any specific gender group had different views on domestic violence than the other, however most participants had similar views and knowledge on the subject.    
Question 4: 
Do you know what domestic violence is?
Yes – 24 (100%)
No – 0
Asking participants if they know what domestic violence is shows the researcher if domestic violence is common knowledge. All participants answered yes to this question and with the varied age groups allows the researcher to see that all ages have heard of domestic violence and understand what it is. This is useful as the following questions dive deeper into their knowledge on the subject.  
Question 5: 
What gender do you think commits the most domestic violence acts?
Male – 19 (79%)
Female – 2 (8%)
Other – 3 (13%)
This question divided the participants answers, the majority of participants, (79%), answered that they think men commit the most domestic violence acts. This is a popular opinion as domestic violence, also known as intimate partner violence, is when a partner takes control over the other and can become violent and manipulative, (United Nations, n.d). The World Health Organisation (2021) conducted a study from 2000, to 2018 with 15- to 49-year-olds, the data collected revealed that 1 in 3 women had experienced a domestic violence act against them. This information supports the 79% which thought men committed more domestic violence acts. 
The stereotype and old-fashioned persona of men being stronger than woman and that the man takes control in relationships has a negative impact on men when it comes to domestic violence. However, men can also the victims of domestic violence and often struggle to talk about it. Machado et al (2021) research has shown within the last decade 1 in 5 men experience a domestic violence act against them from an intimate partner. These statistics also support the 8% of participants that said females were the main contributor of domestic violence acts. Finally, 13% of participants chose the ‘other’ option, this could be because they did not know and did not want to answer the question, it could also be because they believe that both genders commit domestic violence acts. The flaw of this question is the researcher could have improved the answers by adding a ‘both’ option, this would make the ‘other’ option clearer when analysing.    
Question 6:
Do you think domestic violence only happens in heterosexual relationships? 
Yes – 2 (8%)
No – 22 (92%)
Domestic violence ranges from emotional, financial, physical, and sexual abuse, it can also be used to manipulate intimate partners changing their behaviour. It is not however strictly in heterosexual relationships. 8% of participants answered that domestic violence only happens in heterosexual relationships, this can be easily interpreted as most the media coverage and cases that are made public are of a heterosexual relationship. Nonetheless, as the United Nations (n.d) shows that domestic violence does not target specific races, religions, ages, genders, and sexual orientations. 
Statistics from the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence (2018) has shown that 43.8% of lesbian women have experienced some kind of domestic violence act against them at some point in their life. 26% of gay men have also experienced intimate partner violence. They have also found that people who identify as transgender are more likely to experience domestic violence in public than someone who does not. These statistics support the 92% of participants in the domestic violence questionnaire who answer ‘no’ to domestic violence only happening in heterosexual relationships.              
Question 7:
Do you think domestic violence influences other crimes? 
Yes – 21 (88%)
No – 3 (13%)
There can be many contributing factors that influence individuals to commit a crime, domestic violence can be one of them. Research on adverse childhood experiences and the victim-offender overlap support the 88% of participants which answered yes to domestic violence influencing other crimes. Moore and Tatman (2016) found that adverse childhood experiences have a link to individuals committed future crimes. Adverse childhood experiences are experiences that are traumatic to a child and can have an impact on their development, these traumatic events include witnessing or experiencing domestic violence. Another set of research on the victim-offender overlap also supports the 88%, Muftic, Finn, March (2015) have found that victims and offenders can share the same attributes. Similar research conducted by Tillyer and Wright (2014), their research shows that in a domestic violence situation, the offender, or abuser, can influence their partner to become violent themselves, this can be because they feel their violence is justified and could be self-defence, causing them to become a victim offender, therefore causing them to commit a crime which supports the statement that domestic violence can influence other crimes.      
13% of participants answered ‘no’ to domestic violence influencing other crimes, this could be because there is not much said on the topic of domestic violence influencing crimes, and there is little research which completely supports the statement.  
Question 8: 
How many domestic violence cases do you think happened in the UK from March 2020 to March 2021?
845,734 – 4 (17%)
621,932 – 16 (67%)
232,421 – 4 (17%)
This question divided the participants answers the most, the amount of domestic violence cases that happen each year is not hugely advertised and only a few got the correct amount. The Office for National Statistics (2021) reported that between March 2020 and March 2021 845,734 domestic violence cases had been reported to police forces across England and Wales, this was a 6% increase from the previous year. The answer from this question shows that the domestic violence statistics need to be advertised more showing the public that domestic violence is still happening and increasing. The increase in 2020 to 2021 was due to the UK being put into a Lockdown due to the Coronavirus pandemic, having to stay in households caused domestic violence cases to increase massively and Refuge (2022) recorded an increase of 8,176 extra calls each month due to the lockdown.       
Question 9: 
Are you aware of where to seek help if you have experienced, or are experiencing domestic violence? 
Yes – 18 (75%)
No – 6 (25%)
The division of answers on this question show that 75% of participants know of a service or services that they can get help from if they are experiencing or have experienced domestic violence, however, a shocking 25% still do not know where to get help. The importance of getting help for domestic violence can be a matter of life and death, domestic violence is a profoundly serious act and can have very damaging effects. ReGain Editorial Team (2022) have found that seeking help for domestic violence can very many advantages. These can be to improve self-esteem, to recognise when they are being manipulated, to create a safety plan if anymore domestic violence act is used against them. Asking for help from services can help victims create a plan for leaving and can help them deal with mental health disorders caused by domestic violence such as, post-traumatic stress disorder, anxiety, and depression, asking for help can also help victims learn healthy relationship skills for future relationships. 
Education is very important for young adults to know how and where to get help with domestic violence, it is also important for them to understand the signs of domestic violence so they can prevent themselves getting into abusive relationships. Unfortunately, there is not enough education on the subject, Refuge (2008) conducted a study on young girls who had experienced domestic violence, only 13% of the girls said that they had been taught about domestic violence in schools, 67% of the girls said that they would have liked to have been taught about it in their schools. If there was more education on domestic violence in schools the 25% of people might have known of services which would help them. Services from Home Office (2021) have stated the services that can help with domestic violence, these services are Refuge’s National Domestic Abuse Helpline this service covers England, Live Fear Free covers Wales, and Men’s advice line which is a UK wide service.        
Question 10:
What is your opinion on domestic violence? 
21 participants answered this question, all answers show how the public feel very strongly about the subject. Answers such as, ‘I think it is cowardly’, and ‘inhuman’, were made other answers were saying, ‘it should never happen to anyone’, and ‘domestic violence needs to be taken very seriously’. All answers are very similar, they all show that people feel very strongly about the subject.   
[bookmark: _Toc2109815824]4.3 Conclusion:     
This chapter has analysed the data collected from the questionnaire relating to domestic violence.  
[bookmark: _Toc1824397570][bookmark: _Toc242450530]5. Chapter Five: Conclusion and recommendations: 
[bookmark: _Toc1379757379]5.1 Introduction: 
This final chapter of the research is to analyse all research completed throughout the project and to give any recommendations for any future research. 
[bookmark: _Toc1049162467]5.2 Main findings: 
This research project has shown that there is a link between domestic violence and offending. Domestic violence can influence offending through many different factors including adverse childhood experiences, the victim-offender overlap, and socioeconomic differences. Moore and Tatman (2016) research on adverse childhood experiences and offending supports the link between domestic violence and offending, their research showed that experiencing a traumatic event at a young age can cause problems in their future growth and development. Domestic violence is one of the traumatic events that can cause these stunts in growth, witnessing or experiencing domestic violence as a child can cause them to have a negative view on future relationships and can be brought up to think domestic violence is normal. A study by Reavis et al (2013) has also shown that adverse childhood experiences such as domestic violence increases the chance of perpetration by 60%-70%. The research carried out on adverse childhood experiences and committing crimes has also been supported by the public in the data collected by the questionnaire, the public were asked if they thought domestic violence could influence criminal activity and 88% of participants said that they think it is an influence on criminal activity.
It is not only adverse childhood experiences that support the research question, the victim-offender overlap has also shown evidence of domestic violence influencing crimes. Marsh (2011) has found that domestic violence can influence victims to become violent against their abuser and commit domestic violence acts against them turning the victim into a victims-offender. Finally, another objective in this research paper which has supported the research question is that socioeconomic status can influence domestic violence which can influence crimes. The link between socioeconomic class and domestic violence can be found as there can be more stress in low-income households which can cause violence. Ramakrishnan (2013) found that woman who earn less money are 4 times more likely to experience domestic violence, this is due to financial manipulation and woman thinking they must stay with their abusive partners to survive. Homeless woman also has a high rate of abuse against them, this is because they are reliant on a partner to provide for them which can lead to manipulation. When domestic violence is in a low-income household injures from the abuse can cause victims to have time off work leaving them without money, this can be a contributing factor with theft. 
There are many contributing factors that support the influence of domestic violence and crime, these 3 objectives chosen by the researcher have convincing evidence that domestic violence does influence criminal activity.   
[bookmark: _Toc795137350]5.3 Recommendations: 
The main recommendation found from this research is the lack of education on domestic violence. As domestic violence is an ongoing problem the importance of educating young people on the subject has the opportunity to prevent domestic violence and decrease the domestic violence rates. As previously mentioned, Refuge (2008) conducted a survey on young girls who had experienced domestic violence and 67% said they wish they would have been educated on it. Research from Gadd (2013) showed the importance of education on domestic violence as it can help young children spot the signs of domestic violence to help friends and family and it can also help prevent themselves getting into any abusive situation. Additionally, it is imperative that children should be taught about the services that they can use to get help for domestic violence, and that their teachers can be a trustworthy adult that can help support them. Teaching children from a young age about domestic violence and having the education throughout their school life could have the ability to stop so many people become victims of domestic violence.      
[bookmark: _Toc959655489]5.4 Conclusion:
This concluding chapter has concluded the research conducted throughout this project and made recommendations for future research. 
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