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Chapter 1: 

The impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle on students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. 

Research aim: The main purpose of this report is analyse the impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) on students of the university of wales trinity saint David with the aim of understand how the students use VLE, How frequently they use VLE, find the consequences on students using VLE and understand the relationship between students and Virtual learning environment. 

Research Objectives: The objectives of this report are analyse the data to understand the impact of virtual learning on students. Finding the problems of the students using VLE and analyse other aspects in the relationship between students and Virtual Learning Environment. 

Research Limitations: One of the most difficult limitation to develop this report was the obtention  of the answers from the students for the questionnaire, this is due to the poor communication between classmates during online classes. My objective was to get a maximum of 20 responses, but only 13 responses were acquired, however, it will be enough to develop this report and get a good conclusion about the impact of the virtual learning environment on students. 

Chapter 2: Literature Review

Virtual Learning Environment in University of Wales Trinity Saint David. 

The university of wales trinity saint David (UWTSD) has created a virtual learning environment called Moodle where students can access through a smartphone, laptop, computer, etc. This platform was developed to support teachers and students in online lessons, studying at home, materials for teachers and students, all of this with the objective of reduce the impact of the consequences for students during the pandemic of covid-19, however, Moodle has impacted students in specific ways which ones this report will analyse. 

It is remarkable to say that the concept of virtual learning environments during 2020 has become indispensable for universities. A virtual environment like Moodle is helping and supporting thousands of students in UWTSD and it is easy to see how the university is using the evolution of the technology to improve and support the learning processes, specially, on 2020 a year that was very difficult for studying and that could end up like a disaster for students if the university would not make use of the technology to help its students. 

The interaction with the university that Moodle allows is absolutely helpful and useful for students. Moodle has allowed to students stays communicated with the university, allowing students access to learning materials, PowerPoint presentations, library, emails, telephone numbers to communication with different teams of the university. 
All of this has given to students a new experience of learning during this difficult time of pandemic, and it allowed to continue with studies instead of stopping all courses and careers which would mean a waste of time for students 
(Alves , Miranda and Morais, 2017)



Chapter 3: Research Methodology. 

The primary data for this report was obtained with the creation of a questionnaire. This questionnaire was created with the help of a lecturer who checked all the questions and helped to ask the right questions, therefore, the questionnaire is focused and can be answered only for students of the university of wales trinity saint David and was created using SurveyMonkey which is a platform that makes easy the obtention of the data and makes easy the creation of a questionnaire with the correct structure, also it facilitates the analyse of the data creating graphics and tables with all the responses. The obtention of the data complied with the instructions given for the university, however, it is important to say that no one was obligated to fill up the questionnaire, all the students who received the questionnaire answered with their own will. All the responses were obtained from a specific group of the university which is CERTH GR5. This group is composed by the amount of 20 students who are males and females. 

It was primordial the help of the 20 students and it important to say that the choice of choose this group was completely inevitable due to the online lesson and this time of pandemic CERTH GR5 was the only group accessible and it was easy to send the questionnaire by email, in this way, the development of this report respected all the rules for Covid-19 and made use of the technology to get a final result.
(Barker and Gossman, 2013) 

Chapter 4: Data Collection. 

The obtained results from the questionnaire will be analyse in this part of the report. All the questions were associated with the impact, the use, the problems that students faced using Virtual Learning Environment. This allows to get conclusion to understand how useful, how helpful the teaching process for students of UWTSD was. 

These graphics and tables are really useful because with them, the impact and the advantage of disadvantage of VLE can be conclude, therefore, this data also allows to review the way that students use VLE, how they take advantage of the platform Moodle, for example, it will possible to know how often students use VLE, how often they have problems using the platform, also, analysing this data will allow to know what students think about Virtual learning environment. 

The first graphic to analyse will let us know how useful the course materials were for students, materials like PowerPoint presentations, E-books, videos, all the materials which students used during the first term. This will allow to conclude whether the materials are really important for students. 
(Alves , Miranda and Morais, 2017)
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Analysing the table, it could be said that almost all the responses found the materials really useful, specially, some of them found the materials on VLE extremely useful which let us conclude that most students took advantage of the materials in the virtual learning environment and this helped during their studies at home.
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On the second graphic, it is possible to know, how many students found problems using VLE, analysing the graphic, we can say that most of the students found problems which is quite negative due to VLE is an important platform that should be well developed for the benefit of the students, however, the half of the students never found a problem with VLE which could mean that the problems are not in the platform and maybe some students found problems due to the dispositive they used or there could be the possibility that they do not know how to use VLE. 
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This graphic is quite important, because, it allows to know what the purposes of the student when the log into VLE. 

It could be concluded that most of the students use VLE to find new information which is logical because, students need new information to support their lessons, also, some other students use the platform to re-read information about their last lessons, this can mean that students end up their lessons having doubts, and it is quite important ho other students use VLE to access to other tools, like library, assessment, timetable, etc. 

On the next graphic will be able to know what students think about VLE, has this platform been useful for them?.
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Analysing the graphic, it is easy to see that for the 93% of the students VLE has been really helpful for the understanding of their classes. This can be really important because it means that the platforms is complying the objective of help students in the learning process. 
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This graphic is really important because, it let us know how often student use VLE, and it is very clear that most of the students use VLE every day, and some of them use it once a week which is quite unusual because the students have classes twice a week, and only one student answered that never use VLE. 
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On this graphic, we can conclude that almost of the responses equivalent to 57% spend between 1 or 2 hours using VLE, and the 28% of the students spend more than 2 hours on VLE, and the 14% just spend 30 minutes. It is quite important to say that the students spend all this time on VLE doing different activities like re-reading information, finding new information, checking the library, etc. 
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Analysing this graphic, we can see clearly that most of the students use the materials at home and they found these materials really useful which means that the content of VLE is providing the students an important help to reach their objectives. This is a big advantage for the students and it is a very beneficial impact of the technology in the learning processes for the students of UWTSD. 
[image: Chart

Description automatically generated]
On this graphic, we can see which dispositive students use to log into VLE, this information can be very useful and can be used to improve the platform in a specific dispositive, and it can be concluded that almost all students use a laptop to log into VLE. Other students use smartphones and others a desktop computer which is very similar to a laptop. Analysing all this information we can say that VLE of university of wales trinity saint David is working well in all dispositivies.
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Analysing the last graphic is easy to see, that most of the students think that VLE is a working very well and it is complying the objective of helping students in their learning process.  
Chapter 5: Conclusion and recommendation. 

Concluding this report, it is important to say that Virtual Learning environment has impacted students in a massive way, and this platform developed for their university has meant a change in the learning and teaching process, also, it can be concluded that students are satisfied with the proper functioning of this platform. Also, it is important how students use this platform with different purposes, some of them take advantages of all materials that can be found on VLE and others use it to access to find the library, to remind their timetable, finding assessment, download presentations, therefore, we can say that currently, VLE is a really important tool for students and without using this platform the learning process could be stressful and difficult, however, the university managed to use the modern technology to generate an advantage for the students to reduce the impact of the pandemic during their studies making online lessons better and even helping teacher to teach in a proper way. In addition, we can conclude that students use VLE very often with different purpose spending at least one hour. 
(Demian,2012)

Recommendation

As a recommendation, it is important to have in mind all the important things that can be done using VLE in a proper way, so if students take advantage of this their studies can become easy, for example, if students take the time to study at home using VLE, the difference will be noticeable, however, it is recommendable to get to know the platform, it is essential know how to use VLE in a proper way, otherwise, using VLE can turn into a stressful activity, therefore, knowing how to use the platform is really important and it would be really helpful if the university use a class to give a introduction to the platform. 
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How long do you spend on VLE?
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Do you use the materials in Moodle at home?
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Which device do you use to log into vle?
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Do you think our university VLE should be improved?
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How useful were the course materials (readings, textbooks, etc)?
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Do you find difficulties using VLE?
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What are your purposes when you log into VLE?
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has VLE helped you to improve the understanding of your classes?
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