[image: SCVO | Sandwell Council of Voluntary Organisations.]





Methods and Search Strategy Academic Poster 



Student name: Sabina Aslam
Student ID: 2220574

Module name: Independent Project - Poster
Module code: BMHP6020


`


	Supporting Chronically Ill Children in Education Settings!


	01  Introduction and Research Aim 
A methods chapter outlines the processes used to gather, select, and analyse information to answer the research question (Creswell, 2014).
This poster summarises key components of the methodology including the search strategy, information retrieval, analysis, validation, and ethical considerations.
Research Aim: To explore how chronically ill children are supported within education settings and identify effective strategies that promote inclusion, wellbeing, and academic continuity.
	02 Search Strategy 
A search strategy is defined as “a structured plan to identify relevant evidence using organised search terms and filters” (Booth et al., 2016).
A systematic strategy was applied across databases using Boolean operators, keywords, and limiters to focus the research on chronic illness, educational support, and inclusion.


	03 Searching for Information 
Step-by-step approach:
Keywords identified: "chronic illness," "educational support," "school inclusion," "children with medical needs."
Databases searched: ERIC, Academic Search Complete, Google Scholar, GOV.UK (DfE).
Boolean operators: chronic illness AND education support; medical needs OR long-term conditions.
Filters applied: peer-reviewed; UK-based; 2014–2024; full-text available.
Screening: Titles/abstracts assessed for relevance and accessibility.
Recording: Search log maintained for transparency.
	04 Picture / Graph / Visual Aid / Statistics 
1 in 10 children in the UK live with a chronic illness (NHS, 2023).
Chronic illness contributes to higher school absences (DfE, 2022).
Schools implementing structured support plans report improved attendance and wellbeing (Shiu, 2001).
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	05 Research Validation and Analysis
Validation refers to ensuring information is credible, reliable, and from authoritative sources (Bryman, 2016). Peer-reviewed literature, government reports, and reputable organisations were prioritised. Strengths: Access to robust evidence and established theory. Limitations: Publication bias, limited representation of some chronic conditions. Analysis Method: A thematic analysis was used by identifying recurring ideas within the literature, informing themes for Chapter 4 such as policy frameworks, barriers to inclusion, and effective school practices.

	06 Inclusion Criteria 
· Publications from 2014–2024.
· UK-based evidence or government guidance.
· Peer-reviewed, full-text accessible.
· Focus on children with chronic or long-term conditions.
	07 Exclusion Criteria 
· Pre-2014 sources.
· Studies outside UK policy context.
· Non-accessible articles.
· Research unrelated to education.

	08 Ethical Considerations
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Submission Notes – Please Delete Before Submission

· The Academic Methodology Poster is worth 15% of your final grade for BMHP6020 Independent Project. 
· Your poster should be no more than 2 pages in length and between 300 - 500 words approximately. 
· All information should be cited using the UWTSD Harvard Referencing Guidelines from Cite them Right.
· Try not to include too much information as you will be able to explain concepts further within your main dissertation. 
· Use visuals and colours to make your poster engaging to the audience. 
· Ensure your poster is clear and consistent in style. 
· Convey the information in an appealing way which can be understood by any audience. 
· Use the headings within this guidance to ensure you include all the information for successful completion of this element.  


Respect for Intellectual Property:


Correct Harvard style citation to avoid pilagarism


Privacy and Confidentiality:


Transparcey in reporting


Data Integrity and Reliability: 


Compliance with Laws and Regulations:


Informed Consent


Cross-checking information betwen sources


following GDPR principles even without handling personal data


avoid data without proper consent


Accurate representation of data.


acknowledge of all original authors to respect intelltual property
Ensuring ethical storage and disposal of materials 
Confidential handling research notes
Avoiding misuse os sensitive information
Checking publications dates for relevance
reviewing methologist within studeis used
using publicly avialable, legally accessible sources
avoiding the use of confidential or restricted records
ethical review of secondary sources
transparent reporting
repecting consent restrictions in case studies
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