	Ports of Trade

	Concept developed by Karl Polanyi (1962) to describe places where cross cultural interactions and trade occurred. A politically neutral institution that sponsors safe and reliable trading between strangers, people with no social affiliation.

	Substantivism: approach to economics espoused by Polanyi, which underpins the ports of trade theory. Examines economy from the perspective of people’s interactions within their social and natural environments. Economic activities are embedded within social and cultural institutions such as kinship, religious institutions, political structures. This contrasts with a market understanding of the economy that separates economic activities (production and exchange) from social structures.

	Polanyi identifies 3 distinct types of port of trade:

	A
	Sites controlled by hinterland power in whose territory the port lies and which the port primarily serves:
· State-sponsored 
· Regulation of traders
· Control over dissemination of traded commodities
· Control of port, trade and imports is essential to authority and leadership

	B
	Ports are politically and administratively anonymous and neutral:
· No specific institutionalisation/ regulation
· Periodic meeting place sufficient to meet needs of all parties
· No separation of local or long-distance trade 
· A wide range of people have access to imports
· Foreign traders act freely within these ports

	C
	Trading colony/emporium:
· Controlled by trading community.
· Founded and controlled to exploit resources of a politically less developed area
· Control of imports by trading community
· At edge of host region:
· Safest for foreign community
· Intermarriage with native women:
· Evidence for foreign cultural elements

	Activity

	Choose and research one of the following Bronze Age sites in preparation for Monday:
· Mari (3rd millennium BCE)
· Byblos
· Ugarit
· Knossos (New Palace period)
· Enkomi
· Mycenae
Focus in particular on evidence for trade. Think about site plans, images of traded commodities/objects etc. Which type of port of trade suits your chosen site



